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By Bus Or By Feedlot, Farm Show Family Works As One

SANDY BRADLEY
Mercer Co. Correspondent
GROVE CITY (Mercer Co.) —

The term “family farm” takes on
new meaning when two
generations, husbands and wives
together, work as one toward a
common goal.

For the Rains family, Austin
and Dorothy together with son
Dale and daughter-in-law, Bren-
da, this holds true on the farm as
well as off.

When the four family mem-
bers are not operating their Mer-
cer County school bus business in
which they own and manage 10
buses, they are raising and show-
ing their collective herd of more
than 80 registered Angus cows.
The entire operation takes place
near Mercer on three separate
parcels: the S5-acre farm occu-
pied by Dale and Brenda, which
has about 25 acres in crop; a
35-acre homestead occupied by
Austin and Dorothy; and a rent-
ed location, the 150-acre Munnell
Run Farm, which is owned by
the county and referred to locally
as the old county home farm.

The rented location comprises
most of the Rains’ pasture, said
Brenda, but also includes crop
ground. Between the three loca-
tions, the family raises enough
corn, hay, and oats — all that
they need — to feed their herd
throughout the year.

Though meost of the operation
is somewhat typical for a family-
owned farm, one aspect is a little
less usual; unlike many farms in
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which land and business pass
from father to son, all of the
Rains’ farming history ties to
Dorothy, Dale’s mother.

“Dorothy was a Woods,”
Brenda explained. “They’ve been
raising Angus for more than 80
years, and so this has come about
through them.”

As a result, the couple of 10
years now lives on part of what
originally belonged to John
Woods, Dale’s maternal grandfa-
ther. Ironically, Brenda said, it is
Dorothy who might refer to
farming as an expensive hobby —
and though the Rains’ collective-
ly own the cows as well as the
school bus business, Dorothy also
earns money by driving a school
van owned by the Mercer school
district.

On the farm, while Dale and
Brenda handle many of the day-
to-day ongoing chores, in sum-
mer months all four family mem-
bers help with crops. During the
Farm Show and other exhibi-
tions, Brenda, Dale and Austin
do the traveling while Dorothy
stays home to handle the feeding.

Although Dale Rains has at-
tended the Farm Show since
childhood, this year’s event will
mark more than consecutive
trips to Harrisburg, where he will
show two March heifer calves, an
April bull calf, a January bull
calf, a March junior yearling,
and a February junior yearling.

In past trips to the Farm
Show, the Rainses have shown
two supreme champion females
and three grand champion
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Dale, Brenda, and Austin Rains pose with cows Ellie, held by Brenda, a February
yearling who attended last year’s Farm Show, and Gayla, a March heifer.

Angus bulls. Last year they were
named premier breeder.

As one of about 10 Angus
breeders in Mercer County, said
Brenda, there is also a good
chance that several cows either
purchased or bred from their line
will also be shown at this year’s
Farm Show — one from Bethle-
hem, near the New Jersey line,
and a couple of others from York
County.
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Warranty in the industry.

As well as being rewarding,
said Brenda, attending the show
makes good business sense as far
as advertising and selling cows.
“That’s basically why we go,”
she said. “We can usually sell
one or two heifers right out of the
string there. Last year, two of the
bulls got sold through the Farm
Show. It increases publicity and
it makes people aware.
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“But there is definitely a social
aspect to it, too” she said. “It’s
very enjoyable to see the people:
It’s good in terms of trying to ed-
ucate the public. It’s a lot of rap-
port — to promote beef cattle and
the farming industry to a nona-
griculture public. But then you
certainly wouldn’t go through ev-
erything you had to to get ready
if the competition wasn’t the fun
of it, too.”

Thousands of satisfied cus-

\ Rugged Design tomers.

Largest Factory ’1 /

Autporized and l Reznor is the

Trained Distributor largest manu-

Network in Noith  mee «~ facturer of
commercial
and industnal
heating equip-

AllmodelsUL "

listed and / or CSA ment in North

certified. /

Best Combustion Chamber Patented Flow Control Oil Patented Oil Preheating

System

Waste Oil Heaters

We have been keeping people warm

for over 110 years!!

Kochel Equipment Co.

3030 Ridge Rd. (Rt. 23), Elverson, PA 19520

”

(610) 286-5519 1-800 922-9680 Fax (610) 286-2162
www.kochelequipment.com

X3 ;'s't‘a't"‘!406'!'6’.\.0‘0\'00000000OOQGOQCQ‘OOOOOOOQQQQHOcco000:00000000!06‘



