Corn Tested As Alternative
Forage Crop For Cattle

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Four
rows of corn in a field less than a
mile from the Ohio State Uni-
versity campus has so far with-
stood rain, snow, wind, insects
and wild animals. Two univer-
sity researchers hope the crop is
still standing come spring.

The “standing” corn is being
tested as a potential alternative

forage crop to extend the graz-
ing season for cattle through the
winter months. If successful, the
practice of strip grazing could
provide a cheap and convenient
method for farmers to keep their
cattle healthy. The project is
part of a larger collaboration
among researchers in Ohio,
Towa, Nebraska and Missouri to

improve the profitability and
productivity of the beef indus-
try.

Dave Zartman, Ohio Agricul-
tural Research and Develop-
ment Center project leader to
the North Central Regional
Committee for Ohio, hopes the
corn will replace or augment
standard winter grazing feed
such as stockpiled fescue grass,
which is difficult for cattle to
reach through deep snow, and
hay, which is more expensive
than corn. The corn plus min-
eral supplement would also pro-
vide the energy and’
nutrient requirements
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feed availability,” said Gruber.
“With what’s still standing
come March, we want to see how
feasible it is to have such a prac-
tice available. We are then going
to conduct livestock trials and
study factors like management
and consumption patterns.”
Gruber said analyzing corn as
an alternative forage crop has
not been widely researched,
which leaves many questions to
be answered, such as what corn
varieties best withstand winter
conditions, how many head of
cattle can be fed, and how much

save, if any at all.

The rescarchers, however, do
know that strip grazing does
work. Farmers in Argentina
allow cattle to feed on ‘‘stand-
ing” corn to recoup the costs lost
when harvesting becomes too
expensive. Zartman also said
that strip grazing keeps cattle
heal*hv because manure ic dic-
tributed outside rather than in a
barn and because the cattle live
in the fresh air, cutting down on
disease. Strip grazing may also
help prevent animals from wast-
ing feed and over eating.
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Examine The "Chimtek Difference."
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Chimtek Inner Liners are made of
volcanic pumice and high-tempera-
ture refractory cements. Its round
shape provides even temperature
inside flue and contributes to efficient
flow of smoke and flue gasses. The
volcanic pumice in Chimtek liners
adds considerable insulating value.

All three chimneyliner systems distributed by DS Machine Shop are

of super design, super performance, and super value. With all their
advantages these chimney systems often cost no more than ordinary
chimneys. Write or call us for more specific liner information.

D.S. Machine Shop
Stoves & Chimneys

238B Old Leacock Road, Gordonville, PA 17529
717-768-3853

v Powerful, quiet and cleai” W
E-TVCS Kubota diesel engine. R U

v A choice of 3 Kubota transmussions, the “Feather Step” HST with
exclusive hydraulic servo mechanism - better control, greater
productivity and smoother performance, the FST with fully
synchronzed main transmusston or the exclusive GST (Glide Shift
Transnussion)

v 2WD or 4WD, 22.5 PTOHP with hlt steering wheel, 3-point hitch and
cruise control

v An optional foldable ROPS, operator comfort reclinmng seat and an
ISO-mounted flat deck.

v Optimuin versatility with performance-matched front loaders, backhoe,
mud-mount mowers, front blade, box scraper, snow-blower and much
more.

See your Kubota dealer and ¢ out our L3010 all-purpose power

T Kybhota,

YOUR FULL LINE KUBOTA PRODUCT HEADQUARTERS
* INVENTORY « PRICE » KNOWLEDGEABLE SALES STAFF

* SERVICE EXPERIENCE
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Lancaster, PA 17801
Rt. 419 1 Mile West At Route 30 &

Serving Central PA Since 1921

L Visit our web site at www.kubolaparts.com ¢ E-mail us at kubola@nbn.net
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that the cattle need.

Stockpiling feed
through winter can
also be expensive and
inconvenient for the
farmer when such fac-
tors as labor, hauling
feed, storage and re-
moval and equipment
are taken into consid-
eration. “Our goal is to
make it worthwhile for
the farmer to get away
from those aggrava-
tions by having a crop
that can be strip-
grazed while stockpil-
ing enough feed to
make it through
winter,” said Zart-
man. “If we don’t find
a way to reduce pro-
duction costs, farmers
won’t be able to keep
up competitively.”

Rhonda Gruber,
graduate research as-
sociate with the De-
partment of Animal
Sciences, is studying
how well the “stand-
ing”’ corn holds up to
winter conditions, in-
sects, wild animals,
nutrient degradation
and mold content. She
said preliminary data
have yielded positive
results. “We’ve found
very little mold, no
insect or wild animal
problems and only a
few of the stalks have
fallen over due to
wind.,” The nutrient
analysis had not yet
been completed.

The study has so far
yielded 70 to 100 bush-
els of grain per acre,

more than the re-
searchers had ex-
pected, with data to be
compiled through
March. “We expect to
lose about half of the

monev a farmer would actually

Mahoning Outdoor 'urnaces

Cut Your Heating Costs With Our
Outdoor Furnace

« Standard Model Burns Wood, Coal
or Wood by-products

» Multi-Fuel Model Burns Wood,
Coal, Oif or Gas

Adapts to any existing heat system Installation & Accessories Available

MANADA CONSTRUCTION CO.

SITE EXCAVATION

installation of H.D.P.E. Liner Systems for:
Dairy, Hog, and Veal Manure Storage Facilities
Golf Course and Recreational Ponds

New,
Expanding
or Existing
Operations

Call For Free
y Estimates

60 mil thick H.D.P.E. Liner
Geotextile underlayment
Leak detection system
Economical Manure Storage
Seals manure in, subsurface water out

Concrete ramp for manure agitation and pumping

1942 Camp Swatara Road * Myerstown, PA 17067
Ph; (717) 933-8853 ¢ Fax: (717) 933-8078

MARTIN’S TIRE & ALIGNMENT

We’re Your Firestone

Farm Tire Dealer!

Count on us year-round for:
* A compilete line of Firestone farm tires

» In the field emergency repair service

» Implement and light truck tires in stock too!

Traction Field & Road
6ply $190.00
6ply $340.00
6ply $350.00
sply $495.00

13.6 x 28
18.4 x 30
18.4 x 38
20.8x 38

Many Other Tires In Stock - Call For Prices

- FARM TIRES

Firestone All Traction 23°
184R34 1% $540.00
208R38 14 $730.00
208R38 2% $845.00
208R42 2« $875.00

Firestone Radial 23°
184R34 1% $525.00
184R38 1+ $530.00
20.8R38 1% $680.00
184R42 2% $670.00

Visit or call us today!

MARTIN’S TIRE &
ALIGNMENT

 Firestone

Located in Churchtown

119 Water St., Narvon, PA 17555 ¥
717-445-4993
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