Beekeepers’ First Experienée

{Continund from Page 2)

to harvest actually fur:
mented.

“We learned quickly ~ilie
importance of maintaining a
proper moisture content in
honey,” Tim said. “Bees will
mot cap honey with a thin

rly evapotan%qu

hnlng their wings. Since
our bess were killed by mites,
they had lef much of the
homy uncapped, which we
extracted along with the
rest ”

Tim said it was their first
harvest ‘and we didn’t want
te waste anything.”

‘Because  high moisture
¢ontent in honoy allows for
fermentation, :!‘we ended up

loslngjtall » hqpai
Tim wrote ys ‘business
my for: wﬁa

some valuable lessons
learned and some beeswax

for the effpx;
1996 " the “Millers
Qﬁmd ovef"” by purchasing
two more packages of 12,000
bees, Since then, the numbers
have continued to grow by
collecting swarms, making
splits (dividing one hive into
two or more separate hives),
and purchasing hives from
fellow beekeepers.

Tlg:cquorabout
10-¢ of about four

" ¥He's dassified as a part-
time beekeeper,” said Kelly.

Part-timers manage 25299
hives < yet even with those

mlmbll‘l;lﬂahardtomnkor
ofwaxuntlliheyhave R

beekpepi :afuli’
Mmmﬂ, be-
lieves he would have to care
for abouit 400 hives.

The development from egg
to adult worker bee is 21
days, when she begins a life of
labor for the colony.

One bee, noted Kaelly, pro-
duces about- 1/12 -of a tea-
spoon in its lifetime. In the
summertime, the life can' be
short — only about 6-8
weeks.

In-building the hives, gath-~
ering nectar, and working for
the queen, Kelly noted that a
typical bee can- “literally
work itgelf to death.”

Some of the best nectar
comes from woodlots near
flowering trees, especially in
the early spring.

One of the first pollen
sources is the maple tree.

Some of the Millers’ hives
are on vegetable and fruit
production farms. One is a
“poliination yard,” Tim

noted, on the nearby Nelson
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Heisey Qrchard. Yards can
have aiywhere from two to
15 hives.

The past 'year wasn't ‘a
good year for honey produc-
tion, mastly because of the
cold, wet spring. ‘“There were
too many birds and  not

bees,” Tim said,

,Ch%ﬁr;um(lmapoor

Keélly noted that this year
the locust trees didn’t bloom
on their property, so nectar
was it really short supply.

In 1999, the average yield
per colony was 76 pounds
With 11 cohkﬂes, last year
the Millers vested about
800 pounids of honey. This
year the yield is down about
60 percent per colony.

Spring weather “makes or
breaks” yields, said Tim.

Often, colonies of bées split
from the main branch and
“swarm.” * The old queen
Ieaves and the new queen re-
mains.

Sometinies “swarms” can
attach ‘themselves to any-
thing — trees, telephone or
fence posts, even on the

ground. Up to 60 percent of
the hive can actually leave in
the swarms.

Tim and Kelly have photos
of swarms they collected
from all over the area.

One swarm was on the
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ground, in the grass. Tim
merely placed a hive next to
it and the bees simply
marchéd right in.

One photo shows a fence
post surrounded by a swarm.
There have been stories of
swarms literally attaching
themselves to the spare tire in
the back of sport utility vehi-
tles — even construction
barrel markers.

Kelly and Tim market the
honey made from the hives
under the Back Run Apiaries
label, named after the Back
Run Stream that feeds into
the Little Chickies. Honey is
packed into one- and -five-
pound bottles, including the
squeeze bear plastic contain-
ers.

Colored waxes are made
into decorative candles, in-
cluding forest green and bur-
gundy votives.

Honey can last a long time,
noted Kelly. She read that

some was found in unedible,
granulated form in an Egyp-
tian tomb: .

The Millers sell their honey
and wax products direct-
market, mostly by word of
mouth. They managed a
booth at the Elizabethtown
Fair in August with help
from Pennsylvania Honey
Queen Renee Blatt.

Kelly also managed a
stand at the Landis Valley
Harvest Days.

Kelly, president of the
county beekeepers, said the
association numbers about 35
members. They meet about
six times per year.

Kelly and Tim are mem-
bers of Landisville Mennonite
Church, which they attend
with children, Caleb, 7, in the
second grade at Elm Tree El-
ementary; Elizabeth, in kin-
dergarten at Elm Tree; Julia,
4; and Angela, 2.

The Millers market hon;y lnﬂ one- and five-pound

Jars, along with an assortment of beeswax products.
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A Few Good Farmers

Betts Equipment Eckroth Bros Farm Equip. M.S.Yearsiey & Sons

3139 Windy Bush Foad,At. 262 Rd 2, Box 24A Waest Chester, PA

New Hope, PA 18938 New Ringold, PA 17960 610-696-2990 T o sell what you grow or produce - sweet corn, tomatoes,

215-598-7601 570-943-213 Pi .

bno. RDkZ.‘g),?e Squmem Inc. greens, strawberries, peaches, melons, apples, flowers,

Main . Wﬁgﬂlpmm Co. , PA 19547 baked goods, honey, eggs, milk, cheese, meat, fish.

intercouiss, PA 17534 61 7~0277 . . .

717-768-8231 . ’PA 15069 T o come to outdoor farmers’ markets in Philadelphia and
Stoltzfus Farm Service X . cphia a

Hoober, inc. mﬂ"% uibment Cochranwi, PA work with the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture’s

East Main Sirest 20 Bolvons A 610-583-2407 Farmers Market Nutrition Program.

MaAlistoruhg, o8 17049 BATaR ST Stouffer Bros Inc.

717-463-21 Kellor Broth 1066 Lincoi Wy \4\/7«;2%1 To take home as much as $1,000 a day at peak season

?:;’2:':‘ 3‘:’9' :c EW:Box ‘405:17:4’: 717.263.8494 (farmers’ daily sales average over $600). -

- ebandn, 5 . .

m‘ioan?g vﬁ:‘?m 17777 + 717-949-6501 Varlety is the key to success. Small farms are welcome!

570-538-3557 1950 Frultville Pike Rodio Tractor Saies ?Sveral of our most successful farmers grow on less than

Detian Equipment, inc. Lancaster, PA 17601 Norih White Horse Pike acres.

141 East Ma :1&'962 7 7'559'25“’ Hammonton, N.J. 08037

iiverdale, PA 18
6670 uppsville Rd., Warren County Service

Thomas L. Duniap Allentown, PA 18106 ~ Center i Farmers’ Market Trust

Rt. 220, Mam St. Exit 610-398-2553 228 Route 94, Blartown, NJ _ -

é%'éf:‘,’ g%'l‘%?g?‘ 17740 ., 800-7779-3616 2.6916 - Call (251) 568-0830 or (800) 417-9499
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or e-mail duane@libertynet.org -




