By Bill Henning
Penn State
Test marketing of irradiated
ground beef began in earnest in
May in retail stores in Minneap-
olis. Since then, most major
packers have product in some
supermarkets and are watching
consumer reaction to it.
It is not being heavily ad-
vertised and is being offered
only as frozen patties.
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Irradiated Beef Coming To A Store Near You

Most of the product in the
retail stores is being treated in
the Titan plant in Sioux City,
IA. Irradiated product should be
available in Pittsburgh soon and
Schwann’s is also distributing it
(although the availability is not
known publicly).

Some packers see more ac-
ceptance in food service than in
retail so are focusing more on
the restaurant market.

rently being irradiated by beet
processing companies represents
only a fraction of the eight bil-
lion pounds of ground beef pro-
duced in the U.S. each year.
How much more irradiated beef
will be produced will depend
upon consurner response.
Company officials indicate
they view irradiation as a con-
sumer choice issue. The public

will uitimately decide whether

The amount of product cur-
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2000 Northeast X

Highland Cattle

Association

X Fall Show:
October 20, 2000 1-4 pm

October 21, 2000 AM

(Junior showing)
NY State Fairground Dairy Barn
Syracuse, NY
Contact Andrea Scott for details
(716) 624-4603

All events are open to the public

Farmer Boy Ag Systems, Inc.

Your One-Stop Farm Supply Center
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ALFALFA SEED

from the Dakota’s
A Trask Family Seeds

- Features grower-to-grower direct seed sales at
prices substantially less

- South Dakota Universtty field & tnal tested

- Seed tested & plantable in all conditions

- Offered to growers for $1 40/per Ib%in 60 Ib bags
plus freight

- Discounts for volume & early booking

- Will be making a delivery tor Fall purchase &
booking 1n October & November

- Some of the vanieties include:
Vemnal, Perry, S.D Common, Teton, Travois

- These Alfalfa varieties are proven to compete with
the expenstve varieties n all conditions and will
cost you substantially less because they are grower-
to-grower and always carry our money back
guarantee

605/798-5413 605/685-8601

Ask for references from your area.

they consider irradiation accept-
able.

Many highly respected organ-
izations, including the Food and
Drug Administration, USDA,
Centers for Disease Control, the
World Health Organization and
the American Medical Associa-
tion recognize the benefits of ir-
radiation.

‘Although consumer advocates
have quietly accepted the irradi-
ation process as another inter-
vention step in food safety, the
issue has not gone without de-
tractors. A New Jersey assem-
blyman has introduced state
legislation to halt the sale and

distribution of irradiated food.
“We know irradiation gen-
erates carcinogens,” said Mike

Perrone, legislative assistant tor
New Jersey assemblyman, John
Kelly. He cites a study in India
that found children who ate ir-
radiated wheat had chromo-
some abnormalities.

The authors of that study also
found chromosome abnormali-
ties in monkeys and rats fed ir-
radiated foods, Perrone said.

He added that all of the stud-
ies were published in peer-
reviewed scientific journals.

Perrone also said the New
Jersey College of Medicine
found that Chinese medical stu-
dents who ate irradiated food
had chromosome abnormalities.
The legislation has 46 cospon-
sors, which Perrone said makes
it likely to pass the assembly.

KILE Hall Of Fame Winner

(Continued from Page A1)

sitions, which included the
opening of a new production fa-
cility in Emmaus.

Active in his community, he
has served as a township super-
visor and member of the Parks
and Open Space Advisory
Council as well as being an offi-
cer and member. At his church,
he has served as a deacon, on the
board of trustees, and the board
of Christian education. He is
also a director of the Union Na-
tional Bank, Souderton.

Clemens enjoys hunting and
fishing and spending time at his

retirement home in the moun-
tains of Tioga County. For eight
years, he served on the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission, hold-
ing offices of vice president and
president.

An avid supporter of the
Pennsylvania Farm Show Live-
stock Sale, Clemens can always
be seen in the front row support-
ing the very important youth
segment of agri-industry. He has
been a board member of the
Pennsylvania Livestock Associa-
tion for many years.

An honoree is chosen each
year at the beginning of KILE.
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Fen;,:?(')'?/e.. il Bunk #612010382 $240 ENERGIZER * Handles up 0 10 Acres
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