C2-Lancaster Farming, Saturday, September 30, 2000

LMA Blasts Latest USDA Delay
In Calling For Beef Checkoff Vote

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Fol-
lowing a recent USDA decision
that will push a vote on the beef
checkoff into at least 2001, Live-
stock Marketing Association
President John Willis said, “It’s
time to start treating American
beef producers like citizens, and
not suspects.”

Willis commented following
notification from USDA’s Agri-
cultural Marketing Service,
which has had LMA’s referen-
dum petitions for 10 months.
AMS said the petition valida-
tion/verification process will
now be turned over to an outside
accounting firm.

“Our understanding,” Willis
said, “is that USDA will take
bids from national accounting
firms to verify the petition sig-
natures. USDA will require that
the process be completed by
Dec. 1, with an incentive bonus
if it’s completed by Nov. 3.

“That means we will have
had numerous primary elec-
tions, two national political con-
ventions, a Presidential election,
and elections in 50 states, in less
time than it will take USDA to
decide one simple question: do
beef producers have the right to
decide whether to keep spending
their own money on the
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checkoff?”

Willis added that the valida-
tion procedures USDA is requir-
ing the accounting firm to use
“are a recipe for failure.”
Among other things, these pro-
cedures will require producers
who signed the petitions to
prove, with documents, that
they sold cattle during 1998 or
1999.

The contractor’s work, USDA
says in documents provided to
LMA, must have a “maximum
error rate” of 0 percent, and
must all be done by mail survey.
“Mr. Secretary,” Willis wrote in
a letter to USDA Secretary Dan
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Glickman, “to how many of the
mail surveys which come into
your home do you respond?”’ es-
pecially when they come “from
someone not personally known
to you?”

And how likely, Willis asked
Glickman, are you to mail some-
one you don’t know “personal
financial documents” such as a
bill of sale?

LMA believes, Willis wrote,
“that the error rate inherent in
this type of survey is far larger
than any error rate in connec-
tion with petition signatures,”
and that the ““errors inherent in
the survey techniques” will be
blamed on those seeking a
checkoff, just as they were
blamed on producers seeking a
pork checkoff referendum.

The failure of this validation
process, Willis said, “‘will be
used to justify not calling a re-
ferendum. That result will be to-
tally unjust and unacceptable.”

LMA, which led the national
drive to obtain a referendum
vote, delivered 146,000 petitions
to USDA in November 1999, Of
these, 126,000 were signed
within a qualifying period.

In addition to the paper peti-
tions, LMA provided USDA
with a CD-ROM disk, into
which all of the petitions had
been entered in a Microsoft da-
tabase format, so they could be
handled expeditiously by
USDA. Instead, the database
itself become the subject of a
five-month ‘‘verification”’
project, and an additional justi-
fication for delay.

“This process has gone on
long enough,” Willis said. “The
hundreds of thousands of pro-
ducers who signed our petitions
are now asking, ‘What has
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USDA been doing for almost a
year? And why do taxpayer dol-
lars continue to be spent on a
process USDA is supposed to
have been handling for the past
ten months?

“Instead of putting these sig-
natures under a microscope,
USDA should be investigating
the millions of producer dollars
being illegally spent on so-called
‘producer communications,’
which use checkoff money as
campaign funds to tell produc-
ers how wonderful the checkoff
is.”

The petition signers have been
under a cloud of suspicion for
far too long, he said, while
USDA'’s delays and mishandling
of the verification process are
the real issues. “At a minimum,
we think producers should get
the ‘benefit of the doubt,”
Willis said. “We’re merely
asking for USDA to stop consid-
ering ‘vote’ a four-letter word.”

He pointed out that in the 10
months USDA has had the LMA
petitions, about $44 million has
been collected and spent by the
beef promotion and research
program. “Until the agency
gives producei. a vote, sadly,
what this industry has is a
checkoff program, without
checks and balances.

“Finally,” Willis said, “pro-
ducers will be asked for their
vote in this fall’s national elec-
tions. They should ask the can-
didates — and particularly their
current members of Congress —
why USDA should be allowed to
continue to ignore their statu-
tory responsibility to enforce the
Beef Act and Order, and drag
out this process. Time has run
out on this process, and it’s time
for those who pay, to have the
final say — immediately.”
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Available at these servicing dealers

Ronks
A & B SALES
& SERVICE
370 Newport Road
2 Miles South of Rt 23
Along 772 Thru Monterey

Abbottstown
MESSICK'S
RD #1 Box 255A
717-259-6617

Lititz/Lebanon
BOMBERGER’S LAWN
& GARDEN
Lititz: 717-626-3301
Lebanon: 717-272-4155
Carlisle
TRI-BORO
CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLIES
1490 RITNER HWY.
1-800-248-6590

McAlisterville
HOOBER, INC.
717-463-2191

Oxford
DEER CREEK
EQUIPMENT, INC.
6600 Limestone Rd.
610-932-8858

Schaefferstown
MARTIN'S
EQUIPMENT CO.
Rt 501 1 1/2 Miles South of
Schaefferstown, PA
717-949-6817

Shippensburg
LEINBACH

FARM EQUIP.
1120 Ritner Hwy
717-532-5511

Dallastown
TRI-BORO
CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLIES
435 Locust St.
717-246-3095
1-800-632-9018

East Earl
GOODS LAWN &
GARDEN CENTER
Route 23
717-445-4490

Palmyra
HERR'S REPAIR
SHOP
RD 2, Box 115A
717-838-1549 Tamaqua
CHARLES S.
SNYDER, INC.
RD 3
570-386-5945

Hagerstown, MD
EBY'S LAWN &

GARDEN
16409 Fairview Road
301-733-4158

Cockeysville MD
SUBURBAN SALES

10757 York Rd
410-785-2277

Whiteford MD
DEER CREEK
EQUIPMENT, INC.
720 Wheeler School Rd
301-879-5090

STIHL

NUMBER ONE WORLDWIDE
DISTRIBUTED BY NORTHEAST STIHL

Palmyra
WEAVER'S LAWN
& GARDEN

A 740 W. Main St.
Elizabethtown 717-838-5999
MESSICK'S
Rheems Exit-Rt 283
717-367-1319, 717-653-8867

Ephrata
WES STAUFFER Pequea
ENGINES & EQUIPMENT DREXEL AUTO SUPPLY
23 Pleasant Valley Rd. 333 Steinman Farm Road
717-738-42150 717-284-2916

Gap

Peach Bottom
A.K. SAW SHOP
214 Peach Bottom Road

Reamstown
GAP EAGLE
POWER EQUIPMENT RENTAL CENTER
Corner of Rt 30 & Rt. 897 Ry, 272, Reamstown Traffic
717-442-8970 Light
717-336-3945
Hummels Whart
HUMMELS TEXACO
R.11&15
570-743-7459

(2) Irrigation systems, 2
10hp Marathon elec
pumps, 4000, 4" Wade
Rain alum pipe, 75 sprin-
klers, ftriple irr system
w/sond filters, 1000, 3"
blue tubing, 600', 3" black
tubing. 301-868-2088

New Planetary drives for
Case 1845 skid loaders.
$600 each. Gehl 4615 skid
loader $5,800.
(717)859-2419.

6' Lely Rotara RH200,
$250. Berks Co.
610/756-6610.

JD SP 4WD 5720 Forage
Harvester w/KP 4RN
Claas Cornhead, 7' Pick--
Up NH 166 Hay Inverter
w/Side Extensions All in
Excellent Shape
717-536-3841

S-MTA w/Ni319 2R MTD
Husker VG cond., field
ready 610-756-6526.

We have largest Gleaner
F2 inventory on East
Coast. Four new arrivals.
All very very good & low
hours. Call, prices gladly
quoted over phone.
Zeisloft Eq. 800-919-3322.

'77 JD 7700 turbo 4WD,
monitor, w/215 flex plat-
form, ploly skid, hydro-
static drive, good cond,
shed kept, 3730 hours,
$10,000 OBO. 302-436-7171

NH #8 forage wagon, 12

ton tandem gear, 3b w/
roof, $1800 obo.
717-369-5423

1988 JD 6620 Titan Il side-
hill combine, 1 owner, exc
cond, $33,500. 0% financ-
ing, 717-993-6152.

2755 JD Hi/Lo Good
Cond., $14,500
717-530-5291

98 GVM High Flotation
Hydro-Spreader Lime &

Fertilizer. 8-Ton/Fert
10-Ton/Lime $16,000
908-859-3381

Miller 250 welder, gas
power, on 2W dolly. Del
to LanCo. 765-886-5644.

NH 352 grinder mixer,
good cond, asking $2,500.
3pth cultivator, NH S23
blower. Make offers.
908-995-2765.

4R no-til corn planter, &

corn drying bin.
914-374-6233
Loader attachments.

Bush Hog has loaders to
fit over 1500 tractors and
they are always 20% off
at Toaneytown Farm
Equipment. 410-751-1500

Sunflower 4212, 7 shank
coulter chisel, like new
cond, $8900. 717-653-5359

NI Super Sheller, on skid,
new. No auger. Can deliv-
er. $2650. 570/323-9097
Lycoming Co, Lv. Msg.

NH 30 blower, 1000rpm,
$1100; Fox S1000 forage
chopper, long table, 2-spd
fan, 3-spd feed rolls, 2
heads, $800. Degelman
large rock digger, $4600.
717-272-0041.

(2) Badger 1050 wagons,
both tandems w/roofs.
717-597-5623.

Case IH 2188 combine, 997
hrs, shed kept, lateral
float, rear wheel drive,

deluxe seaf, exc cond,
fleld ready, $89,000.
410-939-1121.

75A  Michigan loader,

Waukesha gas, drive line
good, no brakes, rough
cond. 717-786-2626.

Richardton 700 dump

wagon, LH dump,
cond, 717-597-5623.

exc

Fox SP chopper, Max 1,
hydrostatic, 3R head, hay
head, Detroit motor,
$6200 OBO. 315/684-9535.

Gleaner M3 combine, just
arrived, shines like new,
very very good combine,
low hours, great condi-
tion, $18,900. Zeisloft Eq.
800-919-3322.

NH 489 Haybine Good
Rolls, Good Cond., $1500;
IH Farmall 560, Gas Troc-
tor, Good Tires, 3pth, No
T.A. $2,000. 570-286-1375

14' Brillion cultipacker,
transport, backlift,
ex.cond, $2500. IH 45 field
cultivator, 14' or 18', w/
Buster bar, new cond,
$1800. (2)23.1.x26 combine
tires & tubes, 85% tread,
$350/eq. 717-530-5707

Case [H 5130 cab, syn-
chro-trans 717-445-6720

JD 13' flex grain platform
#913, ike new, only did
300 acres, $7500; JD #443
4R corn head, $4000.
302-731-9510.

Case IH 685 tractor, 65hp,
like new tires, 2000 hrs,
$9200. 717-859-3456.

Super 717 New Holland
chopper, 1 row corn
head, direct cut head, ex-
cellent condition, not used
last 8-10 years. Tioga Co.
570/724-3242.

18.4-46 Goodyear 3 star
radials, 25% tread, $185/
ea. Power steering cylin-
der for JD 3150, $300.
717-534-1253

HERCULES, CONTINEN-
TAL Waukesha farm, in-
dustrial engine parts.
M8&M Surplus Sales, 807
Zerega Avenue, Bronx,
NY 10473, (718)828-9026;
fax 828-9851.

Grain Wagon Unverferth

275 Mdl #1006 Tires
11Lx15SL, §$1,999,
609-859-3554

JD 216 forage wagons, 3
beater. JD 16A flail chop-
per. NI 3R pull corn picker.
NI 2R pull corn sheller.
717-225-4511 or
717-225-3066 after 8pm.

Mott mower for Farmall
Cub, $250. 1 pr power ad-
just rims, $300. Snow
blade for Farmali Cub
$250. 717-336-1282 eve.

4 bin wagons, 150 bu.- 225
bu.,, all w/extensions,
good cond. 717-548-3116.

Dismantling for Parts:
Hundreds of farm trac-
tors new and old severa
JD 2 cylinders also dozers
and track loaders. Call for
any part you might need.
Atkins Tractor Salvage.
Union WV 24983. Phone
304-772-3741.

Case 2WD Tractor 1999
Mdl, C70, 16 Spd, 54-Hrs
$18,500 540-877-9774

Automatic 1800 PTO
Roller Mill, Cob Crusher,
Auger Discharge, Exc
Cond 717-529-6744

NI Super Sheller Unit Mdi
329 Good Cond Call
7:30AM-11:30AM
717-949-3769

Need used tractor parts?
Call Leaman Tractor
Parts. Specializing in IH,
including TA's & Clutches.
1-800-233-0743

NH 282 baler w/#61
thrower w/electric con-
trolis. 16' & 18' wooden
bale throw waogons.
610-488-6903.




