Local Veterinarian Offers Feedlot Health Tips

BRICKERVILLE, Pa. —
Local veterinarian, Steve
Foulke, D.V.M., of Ag Vet Asso-
ciates of Manheim, gave produc-
ers a crash course in Feedlot
Health 101 during an annual
cattle feeders meeting here in
August.

The good news, he said is that
prevention is the key. Identify-
ing animals early, is essential be-
cause Dr. Foulke has found that
most problems arise from lack of
prevention. He told producers
the most important tool in their
medicine cabinet is their eyes.
“Know what to look for and
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how to look for it, and never be
afraid to ask questions.”

“Things don’t happen over-
night,”” Foulke continued.
“Walk the pen, and take the
time to do it right. Make the
cattle move. Watch the way ani-
mals walk away, or even if they
walk away. Listen. Movement
can produce the cough if it’s
there,” He gave the crowd of 110
cattle feeders this observation
checklist:

¢ look for reluctance to come
up to the feed bunk or water
trough,

e gaunt appearance,
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reluctance to move or rise,
lameness,

crusted muzzle,

sunken eyes,

rough dry coat,

diarrhea,

e coughing, sneezing, nasal
discharge,

¢ increased respiratory rate,

o drooped head and ears,

e arched back, and signs of
straining to urinate.

Once you identify them, you
need a ‘“‘pull pen” he said. And
proper handling facilities are
critical. “If in doubt, take the
animal’s temperature. If an
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animal dies, have a necropsy

performed by your vet or the
state lab, or you can be trained
to do it yourself,” he stressed.

“That dead animal holds the
key to avoiding losing dollars on
treatments that do nothing and
till haven’t solved the prob-
lem.” He told producers to
“know what you have on your
farm. That helps me make a tar-
geted recommendation.”

“Keep records,” Dr. Foulke
urged. “This is the most over-
looked piece of equipment on
the farm. In the future you will
need to be able to document
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treatment records. Plus it tells
you valuable information that
we can look at to find patterns
and solutions.”

The meeting was sponsored
by Agri Basics.

See
Lancaster
Farming
CowCam

Visit our Website
at www.
lancasterfarming.com
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THE WRAPPER
THAT WRAPS

BALES

OTHERS WON'T

A complete range of Round,
Square & Rectangular Wrappers.
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Patented advantages like the unique “Deep
Cradle” continuous full width belt, and fuily
supported turntable where four poly-
urethane wheels provide Tanco’s renowned
even and balanced operation, even with
overweight and misshapen bales. Qualty
wrapping and quality machines that has
made Tanco among the World’'s leading
manufacturers.
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TUBE-LINE
BALEWRAPPER

, Inc.

100-120 Lehigh Ave. - P.O. Box 928

For optimum speed and efficiency patented Tube-Line Wrappers are the
answer! Tube-Line Wrappers wrap a continuous row of bales. The airtight  §
application of stretch wrap film retains moisture balance as haylage matures
and prevents air infiltration. The shrink wrap also prevents wind damage and
accommodates vanation in bale size and shape without air gaps.

716/343-5411

CALL 1-800-222-8969 FOR DEALER NEAREST YOU
Now Available At: Cummings & Bricker's E-Z Flex Financing. Payments Are

Tube-Line wrappers for all round bales or large square
ales are avalable in either manual or fully automatic
models.

Long stem silage is better used Iin the animals digestive system. Feeding |,
high quality haylage from wrapped bales can reduce or eliminate feeding
grain while retaining or increasing weight gains or milk production.

AG WRAP BALE WRAPPER

Wraps Bales up to 5 ft. x 5 1/2 ft.

* 3-Point Hitch

* Hydraulic
requirement 4
GPM - 2 remotes

\ : . d * Pre-stretcher for
R vcans ST ) plastic
The ECO
For Use On Small Tractors

Batavia. New York 14021-0928

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS
Customized to Your Budget!”

* Wrap on the move

* Transport bales to
storage

* Picks bale up,
wraps them all
hydrauhcally

e Bultin US A

Carlisle, PA 17013

100 Stover Drive
717/249-6720

* One-man
operation

CUMMINGS & BRICKER




