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Penn State Survey Looks At What It Takes To Support Farming
UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre

Co.) Farmers in southeastern
Pennsylvania are getting a
chance to tell state legislators
their views on farmland preser-
vation and supporting agribusi-
ness as part of a study by re-
searchers in Penn State’s College
ofAgricultural Sciences.

“The state’s put a lot of time
and energy into preserving farm-

land with the hope of preserving
agriculture,” said Timothy Kel-
sey, associate professor of agri-
cultural economics. “But even if
we preserve the land, will farm-
ers have everything they need?
Will they have a place to sell
their product? We want to see if
the amount of farmland has an
influence on the number of farms
and the number of agribusiness

firms that are able to survive in
Pennsylvania.”

“Co-dependence ofPennsylva-
nia’s Agribusinesses, Farms, and
Farmland,” a research project
funded in part by the Center for
Rural Pennsylvania, examines
the economic ties between farm-
ing operations, farmland preser-
vation, and agribusiness sus-
tainability. The research group
mailed written surveys to farm-

ers and agribusinesses in south-
eastern Pennsylvania, and will
follow with a series of face-to-
face interviews with selected ag-
ribusiness owners. The data will
help legislators make future deci-
sions.

critical balance offarmland pres-
ervation, agribusiness support,
and farm profitability*} he said.
“If you lose a lot of farms in a
community, that makes it hard
for agribusiness to stay in busi-
ness. If you lose agribusiness,
that makes it hard for farmers,
because they can’t get supplies
locally. So If you want to keep
agriculture, you have to keep
both ofthem.”

According to Kelsey, the
state’s current initiative to save
farmland is just part of a larger
challenge. “Keeping agriculture
as a viable industry requires a

USDA To Conduct National Agricultural Transportation Summit
WASHINGTON, D.C. Ag-

riculture Secretary Dan Glick-
man recently announced that
USDA will host a national sum-
mit on Agricultural Transporta-

tion Challenges for the 21st Cen-
tury, Nov. 28-29 at the
Renaissance St. Louis Airport
Hotel in St. Louis, Mo. The sum-
mit was originally scheduled to

take place Oct. 2-3.
“As 1 have stated many times,

no matter how good our agricul-
tural products are, if we cannot
move them, we cannot sell them.

That means that an afford-
able, reliable transportation
network is an indispensable
ingredient in the future

strength and competitiveness of
American agriculture and our
rural communities,” said Glick-
man.

strategy.
The summit is open to the

public. There will be a registra-
tion fee of$75 to cover the cost of
materials and meals. A tentative
agenda, registration form, and
hotel information are available
on the web at: http://
www.ams.usda.gov/tmd/summit.

At the summit, USDA will
highlight long-term agricultural
transportation challenges and
consider how those challenges
can be addressed through a long-
term agricultural transportationHEATMOR OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE
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The Purafire heater provides a consistent,
cleanburning and tuel efficient source of warmth for
all types of poultry and swine
houses Choose from two HRBSPPRM|
models, the CBOM variable output ■iETO, j|
(40,000-80,000 BTUH) and the
C225 (225,000 BTUH) Each is
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Mounting Brackets
Direct Drive

1/3 Hp, 24”, 1/2 Hp,
24”&1/2 Hp, 36"

Quantity Pricing
L Available

(V

I ■J
■'-I! We assemble deliver and set up bins on your farm (where available)

• Weather light die-formed roof • Stronger engineered sidewalls
• Ground controlled fill caps • Galvanized roll-formed legs
• Engineered leg braced systems • Fast flowing hopper bottom
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Core Augers
Flex Auger
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INDIVIDUAL CALF HUTCHES by
Calf-Tel™ RH&LH Access
Our Deluxe model features a new, extra tall -

offset entry door opposite a right or left side twt \
feed access floor Lets you group hutches ■ [||j r| 1
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Comes with two large pails, inside pail
holder and eyebolts (or lifting Rainproof
ridge lop ventilators keeps calves dry and comfortable

COMFORT

100 oz Waterproof
the only one of its kind

• The Heaviest • The Driest
• The Strongest • The Most Effective

• The Best Why Buy Anything Else 9We Ship Parts i —i Call For Details
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LEBANON LANCASTER
Rt #7 Box 405

Lebanon PA 17042
Rt 419 1 Mile West
Of Schaefferstown

717-949-2000
or Toll Free

877-4Kubota
(458-26821

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 - 5:00
SATURDAY 8:00-12:00

Hours: Mon-Fri 6:30 to 5:30
9/23/00 Sat 7:30 to Noon
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At Route 30 &
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877-3KUBOTA
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Serving Central PA Since 1921
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