
Page 18—Foraging Around, Lancaster Farming, Saturday, July 15, 2000

Heaving In Alfalfa Fields
Dan Undersander

University ofWisconsin

Heaving is likely to be a problem
in some alfalfa stands in eastern
Wisconsin this spring.

Heaving occurs on heavy soils
that have high moisture contents.
Repeated freezing and thawing
causes expansion and contraction as

PFGC Accepts Memberships
HERSHEY (Dauphin Co.)

Pennsylvania Forage and Grassland
Council (PFGC) has announced
membership rates for 2000.

The Council, with your member-
ship and support, can accomplish
much toward a better forage indus-
try, environment, and community.

It’s a big challenge and the PFGC
needs your help. By becoming a
member now, PFGC can serve an
even more active role in support of
the forage industry.

The PFGC, formed in 1960, is
made up of individuals and organ-
izations that are interested in forage
and grassland-based agriculture.
The PFGC is dedicated to the pro-
duction and utilization of quality
forage and grassland.

The PFGC works in a variety of
ways to promote the industry,
through publication of Pennsylva-
nia Forage and Grassland News,
through the publication ofForaging
Around, and sponsoring individual
workshops, training events, field
days, Ag Progress Days, leadership,
and other activities.

Every member receives the Penn-
sylvania Forage and Grassland
News, the Hay and Forage Grower
magazine, and a PFGC membership
directory.

So to become part of a growing in-
dustry, use this membership form
included here to sign up now.

Membership Application

Name

ice is formed and thawed that
pushes the taprooted plants out of
the soil.

Where heaving is observed, first
dig a few plants to determine if the
taproot is broken. Plants with
broken taproots will likely green up
and survive for varying lengths of
time. The length of time before
plant death will depend on the

Address

County

Occupation (check one)

Farmer

Industry

.Scientist/Educator

Membership Classification
(check'one)

Individual or Youth Group ($2O)

Individual - 5 years ($9O)

Scientific/Profcssional Society ($2O)

Supporting Organization (Industry) ($75 or more)

Life memberships of $l5O per member will be accepted until Dec. 31,2000
Make check payable to Pennsylvania Forage and Grassland Council.
Detach this application and mail along with your check to Richard Harm, Execu-

tive Director. PFGC, P.O. Box 355. Hershcy. PA 17033.

Phone

2000

length of taproot above the break
and will range from greenup only to
sufficient growth harvesting first
crop

likely to suffer above average win-
terkill.

Heaving in future years can be
minimized by having good internal
and surface drainage. Tiling may
reduce heaving problems, depend-
ing on the depth of the tile. Residue
on the surface over winter will
reduce heaving because it insulates
the soil and reduces the amount of
freezing and thawing. This means
that fields not harvested last fall will
have less heaving than those with
fall growth removed.

Fields with heaving one-inch or
less are likely to have unbroken
taproots and may be salvageablefor
at least the current year. They will
likely green up later than normal.
The bestrecommendation is to leave
stands alone and harvest late (50
percent bloom) being sure to raise
cutter bar sufficiently to clear
crowns. Do not go over the field
with a roller or cultipacker in early
spring to push the crowns back into
the soil. This will likely to do more
damage than good.

Planting a grass with the alfalfa
has not been shown to reduce heav-
ing of the alfalfa in the stand.

Natural settling should occur
during the year and if plants are
reseated stands should survive until
next year. Stands entering the
winter with elevated crowns are *
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