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Recently, I conducted a discus-
sion on horse pasture management
with a group of graziers.

As part of the dis-
cussion, I explained
why it is important
to provide a rest
period for the
forages. 1 empha-
sized that in a con-
tinuous grazed
pasture, there is no
rest period; how-
ever, if you split a
pasture in two, then
each paddock is
rested 50 percent of
the time.

If you split a pas-
ture into 16 pad-
docks, each paddock
is rested 94 percent
of the time.

I had just finished
this discussion when
one of the partici-
pants offered this
comment: “If 1 split
my pastures in half,
my horses would
ruin my pastures
twice as fast.”

It quickly became
apparent to me that
grazing control con-
cepts are not as
easily understood as
perhaps I though
they were.

I will devote this
column to explain-
ing some of the basic
concepts of grazing
management and
control.

First, let’s define
some of the termi-
nology. The term
“rest period,” refers
to the amount of
time a specific land
area is allowed to
regrow before ani-
mals are allowed to
regraze it. “Grazing
period” is the length
of time that grazing
livestock occupy a
specific land area. A
“grazing cycle” is
the total time be-
tween the beginning
of one grazing
period to the begin-
ning of another or,

area’” referred to
above denotes a pas-
ture, a paddock, or
whatever subdivi-
sion of land that the RERNS
animals have access
to at that point in
time,

in simple terms, the
grazing period plus
the rest period.

The “specific land

There are three basic ways to con-

trol grazing management of forages.
The first control is by changing the
number of livestock that will graze a
piece of land, commonly -called
“stocking density.” The second con-
trol is applied when we have a set
number of animals and we change
the size of the piece of land we allow
them to graze. The third control is

that of time; when we have a set
number of animals and a set size of
land for them to graze, we alter the
time they have access to graze. The
three controls are the numbers of
livestock, the size of grazing unit,
and the time to graze. Most grazing
systems use time and size to control
their grazing because most produc-
ers do not have the ability to easily
change herd numbers.

Generally, a paddock should be
grazed for no more than three days.
The reason for this is that by day
four, regrowth is occurring. This re-
growth is very palatable and the
livestock usually seek them out for
this reason. Overgrazing then be-
comes a problem and often causes a
stand to be destroyed.

The shorter the grazing period,
the better utilization of the forage.
The reason for that is that the longer

the livestock are in a paddock, the
more fouling and treading that will
occur. There will also be much less
selective grazing occurring when the
grazing period is short. The live-
stock generally eat the highest qual-
ity forage first and eat the less
desirable stuff second. They also
tend to eat more when introduced to
fresh forage, so there are animal
performance reasons to move live-
stock to new paddocks in addition
to maintaining forage quality.

A quick and easy way to deter-
mine if your system is operating
properly is to simply walk a pad-
dock from which you just removed
the livestock and observe what has
occurred. If there is a lot of unhar-
vested forage, you may need to
reduce the size of the paddocks. If
the stubble height left is too low for
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Hoober... Your
Usgd Hay Tool

Mower Conditioners

B 40078 1999 CIH DC 515 15’ Disc Mower Conditioner, Center Pivot
B 40029 NH 411 Mower Conditioner, Just Traded
€ 31455 1991 CIH 8330 Puli-Type Mower Conditioner, 9’ 3" Cut

A 23035 1995 NH 415 Disc Mower
Conditioner, 11" 4" Cut, Rubber

A 23206 1996 NH 415 Disc Mower
Conditioner, 11' 4" Cut, Rubber

Rolis, 1000 PTO

Rolls, 1000 PTO

Balers

A 23191 1984 John Deere 530 Round Baler, 5'x6’ Bales, 8 Belts
B 40139 1995 CIH 8545 Baler, 14"x18" Bales, Hydraulic Bale Density

A 22880 1997 NH 1431 12’ Disc
Mower Conditioner, Hydro-Swing

B8 17722 1987 CIH 1490 12
Mower Conditioner, Hydro-Swing
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B 40030 1998 CIH 8585 Baler, 3'x4'x8' Bales
B 40180 CIH 8610 Bale Processor
B 40166 1994 NH 2000 Baler, 3'x4'x8’ Bales

B 18906 1991 CIH 8580 Baler,
4'x4'x8' Bales, 60,635 Bales

A 19959 1993 NH 650 Round
Baler, 4'x6’, Hydraulic Tie

A 22444 1989 Hesston 4900 Baler,
4'x4’ Bales, 26,000 Bales

(A) INTERCOURSE, PA
800 7320017
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800 341-4028

(C) MCALISTERVILLE, PA
800 4336679
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C 22296 1993 JD 1470 12' Mower
Conditioner, Rubber Rolls, Endull,

1000 RPM PTO

A 23165 1988 Hesston 4900 Baler,
4'x4’ Bales, Apx 30,000 Baies

C 31177 H 435 Baler with Thrower,
14"x18"

Financing Available Through
Case Credit Corporation
No Interest For 4 Months

7.9% for 36 Months, 8.9% for 48
Monihs, 9 5% for 60 Months ’
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