A30-Lancaster Farming, Saturday, July 8, 2000

Scott Williams
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DHIA Service Center, Orchard Road, University

Training Coordinator

Call 1-800-DHI-TEST , fax (814) 865-3294
Web site hitp://www.dhia.psu.edu
Pennsylvania Dairy Herd Improvement Association

Park, PA 16802

Question: What can we do to
prevent separation of grain and
forage in our TMR? If we do
nothing will our cows perform,
as they should?
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Dairyman To Certain feeding situations
Dai make this a very good question. A
airryman TMR made up of dry hay and
grain is the extreme example of
GEORGE CUDOC two ingredients that are so
PA DHIA different in physical nature that
Consulting maintatning a homogengous blf:nd
. of feed 1s almost impossible

Dairyman
without using some sort of

binding agent like molasses,
liqwd fat, wet byproducts like
brewers, or even water.

I made a visit to this farm
because only experience can
determine whether separation of
feeds as seen by the darryman is a

FUTURES MARKETS

(Continued from page A16)

cheese followed a similar trend.
Despite a 2-3 week delay, this
price trend 1s showing up in the
NASS survey prices for cheese.
For 40-pound blocks, the NASS
survey cheese price rose from
$1.0887 per pound for the week
ending May 27 to $1.1296 for the
week ending June 24. This price
survey should continue to show
price strength for the next few
weeks.

The good news about higher
cheese prices is that 1t will
increase the monthly average
component values for protein, and
that wall improve milk prices.

The bad news 1s that USDA
found more butter. There was a
large adjustment (over 30 percent)
in the CME weekly reported
warehouse butter stocks, and that
lowered butter prices about 10-15
cents per pound. Grade AA
butter at the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange was trading at $1.32
per pound on Monday, June 12.
In fact, 4 carloads were traded
that day. After USDA released
the adjusted stocks report, butter
fell to a low of $1.1575 by Friday,
June 23. It has since strengthened
to $1 2325 by Friday, June 30.

USDA released class and
component prices for June 2000.
The Class II price was $13.08 per
cwt, the Class III price was $9.46
per cwt, and the Class IV price
was $12.38 per cwt. These prices
are based on the following
component  prices: protein
$1.4278 per pound, butterfat
$1.4128 per pound, and other
solids $0.0438 per pound. Daity
farmers that market their milk
into federal orders that pay on the
basis of components should see
these component prices on their
upcoming milk checks.

Finally, commercial
disappearance of dairy products
during the period January - April
2000 totaled 54.1 bilhon pounds,
up 3.8 percent from the same
period a year ago. The
disappearance of dairy
commodities during this same
period -was as follows: butter up
1.4 percent, American cheese up
4.2 percent, other cheese up 7.6
percent, and nonfat dry mlk
down 26.7 percent.

For more information on dairy
markets, see my website at:

http://www.aers.psu.edu/dairyout]
ook/

Mahoning OQutdoor Furnaces

or Wood by-products

Coal, Ol or Gas

Cut Your Heating Costs With Our
Outdoor Furnace
» Standard Model Burns Wood, Coal

* Multi-Fuel Model Burns Wood,

Adapts to any existing heat system Instatiation & Accessones Avatlable

FREE FIELD DAYS

Guided Wagon &

legitimate concern. Before
arrtving, 1 had requested that a
sample of feed be kept as it was
discharged from the mixer. I
arrived at the tail end of the
feeding period with feed left over
from the morning feeding. The
amount looked to be adequate and
the feeder reported that total
leftovers for the day were a bit
less than what I saw at the end of
the daytime feed period. I advised
them that feeding for an 8%
refusal was important and that
this  should be  checked
periodically with the scales on the
wagon so that the eyeball method
can be a bit more accurate.

Comparing the mixed feed
with the refusal, it was apparent
that indeed the cows were sorting.
The most accurate way to
measure the severity of the
separation 1s to lab analyze both
of the samples. Another way to
tell if some feed management
changes are in order is to look at
the performance of the cows since
starting this particular diet. Milk
pounds have nisen steadily since
the TMR ration was fed (54 to
58.5). Butterfat percent has
remained 1dentical (3.8%), which
tells me that rumen health has not
been compromised.  Percent
protein has gone up slightly but
still looks normal for Holsteins
(3.2 to 3.3%). MUN, has gone
down to 10 from 13 and indicates
that the balance of carbohydrates
to protein has increased.

My recommendation 1n this
case is to monitor the above

measurements and 1f no major
change occurs, do not change
anything. The cows have told us
through DHIA information that
although they are sorting and
thereby not eating the diet
prepared for them; they are able
to perform well. The dairyman
asked about the addition of water
to help keep the feed together and
I said that cheap ideas are often
the most underestimated. I also
suggested that adding hiquid
molasses would be the most to my
liking but he should work with his
nutritionists to look at all his
options. If molasses were to be
added then the other carbohydrate
sources should be adjusted
because of what we saw already
n MUN.

The real concept here is to not
just be satisfied with good rations
on paper, but more importantly,
make sure that you know what
your cows are really eating. Let

Average Farm Feed
Costs for Handy

Reference

To help farmers across the state to
have handy reference of commodity
input costs in their feeding operations
for DHIA record sheets or to develop
livestock feed cost data, here’s last
week’s average costs of various ingred-
ients as compiled from regional reports
across the state of Pennsylvania,

Remember, these are averages, so you
will need to adjust your figures up or
down according to your location and the
quality of your crop.

Corn, No.2y — 2.41 bu,, 4.31 cwt.
Wheat, No.2 — 2.32 bu., 3.87 cwt.
Barley, No.3 — 1.44 bu.,, 3.08 cwt.
Oats, No.2 — 1.51 bu., 4.70 cwt.
Soybeans, No.1 — 4.67 bu., 7.80 cwt.
Ear Corn — 75.33 ton, 3.77 cwt.
Alfalfa Hay — 108.75 ton, 5.44 cwt.
Mixed Hay — 103.75 ton, 5.19 cwt.

PA DHIA records tell you about
your cows and if you cannot hear
what they are saying, maybe I can
help.

Timothy Hay — 110.00 ton, 5.5 cwt.
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NOTICE

& HI-CAL
AG LIMESTONE

.

SUMMER DISCOUNT ON )
AGLIME - JUNE, JULY, & AUGUST

155 E WOODCORNER ROAD ORGANIC
LITITZ, PA 17543

717-733-8528

SALES, HAULING, SPREADING
BLENDING, BULK, BAGGED
Moist lime, Ideal for meadows with trees.
Call us now for prices on Lime & custom
blended Fertilizers. Try our blends with

calcium, sulfur & boron added.

GOOD USED MIXERS
__FOR SALE

* 150 Rissler Mixer (Good Condition)
¢ New 300 Oswalt Mixer

« 100’ center charge Jamesway Feeder

* VanDale 3400 Manure Tanker (New)

* Starline Rollermill

+ Starline Centrak 18 ft. Ring Drive Unloader

* 24 Ft. Big Jim Unloader

* Patz 24 Ft. Ring Drive Unloader New 1n 1994 (In
Good Condition)

* STAR SILO *x

& CHEMICAL
FERTILIZERS

Lo\

VAR LG

OLAR

If you've got a lot of land to cover
and hard work to do, take a Polaris
RANGER or BIG BOSS 6x6.
Nothing beats them for farm work,

Myerstown, PA

800-431-7709

Law Offices of

HARTMAN, HARTMAN,
HOWE & ALLERTON

We are a full service law firm, offering expertise
to our chents in the following areas of practice.

Agricultural Law

Wills/Estate Planning
Municipal Law
Business/Corporate

Equine Law

Real Estate Law
Zoning Law
Accidents/Injuries
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