Pork Productivity: Watch
The Sow, Producer Says

ANDY ANDREWS
Lancaster Farming Staff

ELVERSON (Chester Co.) — To a pork producer such as
Nelson Beam, it’s important to keep an eye on the health of
the sows.

One sow produces, on average, about 5,691 pounds of
pork on his farm per year. At 41 cents a pound, that means
an equivalent of $2,333 worth of “other white meat.”

Investment in health strategies to improve the productiv-
ity and longevity of a sow ‘“‘can impact quite a few dollars of
farm income,” Beam said during an interview at his farm.

Beam, who cares for about 220 sows on his farm near
Elverson, said he doesn’t baby the sows. Beam noted that his
sow management simply means checking their food, overall
comfort, and watching the farrowing when necessary to
ensure good litter size, improved pig performance, and
other factors.

A critical health factor is keeping an eye on temperature
fluctuations in the house. During the summer, though the
computer controls can read 80 degrees, the temperature can
climb to 83-84 degrees without proper adjustment. Tem-
perature control remains an ongoing management proce-
dure at the farm.
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Walter & Jackson, Inc. Salutes The Dairy Industry

QUARRYVILLE (18 N. Hess St.) » 717-786-2171
CHRISTIANA (E. Ga¥ St.) » 610-593-5195 » 610-857-2613
HINKLETOWN (Farmarsville Rd.) » 717-354-4911
CARLISLE (876 N. Hanover) » 717-249-5523
DALLASTOWN ‘2785 S. Queen St.)  717-741-3833
PARKESBURG (116 Wast First Ave.) ¢ 610-857-5521
LANCASTER (Manor Shopping Center)  717-394-7200

vigil us on line at. www.wallerandjackson.com

WE DELIVER FROM ALL LOCATIONS!

Nelson Beam also has a beef finishing operation.
He finishes about 400 Angus-based crossbreds per
year. The cattle are sold to Moyer Packing. Outside
the feedlot he stands with son Joshua. Photo by
Andy Andrews
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Cow Comfort
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The Rewards

» Better Cow Health

* Reduced Leg Injury

* Reduced Swollen Hocks

e More Lactation Per Cow -
More Milk

* Reduced Bedding Costs

e Pasture Mats Often Pay For
Themselves Within 6
Months.

Why Pasture Mat?
Pasture Mat is tightly stuffed
with rubber and sewn every 4"
to prevent shifting.
Proven most durable
cover.

Least abrasive top cover on
the market.

Fits any stall

Proven performance.

top

For details and installation
with over 6 years experience, call:

Petersheim’s Cow Mattresses
117 Christiana Pike (Route 372), Christiana, PA 17509

610-593-2242

Ask For Merrill or Sam
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