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From the Department of Dairy and Animal Science

This regular column from Penn State’s Department of Dairy and
Animal Science features the research findings, student opportunities, and
resports on other important topics generated in the Department. The
back issues of the column are archived on Lancaster Farming’s
Internet www.lancasterfarming.com home page. Look for them.

Harold Harpster and
Gabriella Varga
Department of Dairy and
Animal Science
Penn State
With the spring semester well
underway we are both 1mn a
“teaching mode” so let’s begin
this column with a quiz. What
animal industry:

1) Will
generate over $11
billion 1n feed sales
in the US and over
$26 billion
worldwide?

2) Has an
annual rate of sales
growth of 4 to 7%?

3)

Utihizes U.S.
crops at the rate of
over 3 5 million tons
of corn and a million

Yes, the answer in each case is
the pet food industry and these
figures do not include the untold
millions spent on veterinary care,
grooming, toys, equipment,
sporting and competitive events,
and many others.

Obviously an industry of this
magnitude requires a variety of

tramed  professionals.  Until
recently few traditional anmimal
science departments have

provided undergraduate course
work in the companion animal
area. The demand for such
information is growing as more
students entering animal science
majors come from non-farm
backgrounds and many lack any
real experience with farm
amimals. At Penn State we see
increasing numbers of new

Weaver Insurance

students ndicate that companion

nion ammals.
animals are theirr number one compa

species Interest S. |
To address this need, we Deve OPf ?]n
recently began to offer “Animal appreciation tor the
Science 305 — Companion Animal economic ;
Care and Nutrition,” a 3 credit importance ?
course that students may use as companion animals
“ and the career
one of therr animal
management” selections. We have g?g:rtumtles they

five learning objectives that we
expect students to accomplish: In line with the interests of

L. many students, we emphasize
Develop an  dogs and cats in our lectures.

appreciation for the  However, other species are
role and Importance  addressed including birds,
Of‘ companion  réptiles, and several small
animals in  our  mammal species. We address the
society. nutritional and  reproductive
2. biology of each species. The more
Develop an  applied areas of feeding, housing
understanding of the  and  management are also
basic nutritional and  discussed.
environmental needs We have been very
of companion  fortunate in obtaining the help
an1m3als. and support of several off-campus

folks who have been valuable in
providing “real world”
experiences for our students. The
Lang family, owners of Dad’s

Develop skills
in the formulation of
diets for companion

animals. Products Company, INC. in
4. Meadyville, PA., have been most
) Develop the generous in hosting our class each
basic management year. They have provided

skills required for
the proper care of

e

transportation and lodging for a
two-day class trip to their pet food
facility. All aspects of pet food

]

tons of soybeans
annually?

4)

Utihizes  over

1.5 million tons of
poultry, swine and
beef byproducts
annually and in so
doing directly
supports darry,
livestock, and
poultry producers?
5) Feeds
over 125 milhon
head of “livestock”
per day with the
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equivalent of 850
railroad boxcar
loads of feed, each
contamning 40 tons?

Roger Slusher, Bob Lee, Carol Young,
Cindy Beyer, Julie Miskelley
248B Maple Ave., Quarryville, PA 17566
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Companion Animals: A New Initiative in Animal Science

manufacture are discussed and we
tour the entire plant. Most of our
students are astomshed to see the
size and scale of the facilities for
modern pet food manufacture
Metzger Anmmal Hospital
in nearby State College has also
shared their ime and talents. Dr.
Fred Metzger and Dr. Bob Rider
lecture 1n class on modern animal
health care followed by an
informative tour of their hospital
facility.
Finally, the Tom Battalina
family, owners of Tornado

Hollow Kennel in Cochranton,
PA. give the students an
overview of managing a family-
owned kennel. Field-trial
retrieving demonstrations using
several of their outstanding
Labrador Retrievers leave us in
awe of the abilities of these
outstanding canines!

We certainly haven’t
abandoned our interests in
traditional animal agriculture, but
it’s been fun to branch out into
the companion animal species.
For those young  people
considering enrollment in Penn
State’s Department of Dairy and
Ammal Science, this course
represents an opportumty to gain
knowledge and experience in this
growing segment of animal
agriculture!
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standard on truss booms.

6) (717) 786-1711 (800) 882-1415 chemical removal. # Demco single piston pump with
Directly # Jet agitation for thorough mixing electric shut-off. .
and excellent chemical ¥ Hypro belt driven centrifugal pump.
SuppOrS the e ZJ GW S suspension. » Hypro PTO driven roller pump.
viability of many ane » 10" fillwell with no splash cover » Ace hydraulic driven centrifugal
;ural 9 farm New C. W, » Adjustable wheel spacings for row pump.
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') ( clearance, three ton hub and
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28 4 ¥
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o U DI RIEINEFCY RO s EaS N . + 5N a . <\
TRADE , ¢ 1 1, b X » Three section boom control o
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OR New Pr Od ‘ﬁﬁigﬁ‘ﬁﬁl’i"’”bl‘) N  §»21/2 gal clean water tank for safety. .
* Benefits of heels * , § ¥ Available with 21" and 28 Truss-T-
RENT Fib - | : 3 ; \ Boom with 1/2” plumbing and
iberglass " . ¥ " conventional nozzles
THROUGH 5 Gracor » Available with 28", 30', 40, and 45'
THE heavy duty truss booms with boom

csiiu(:;?\rgg c%:%?ﬁgg;g';g’ and Truss-T boom folded for transport.
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