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Call 1-800-DHI-TEST , fax (814) 865-3294
Web site http:/www.dhis.psu.edu
Pennsylvania Dairy Herd Improvement Association
DHIA Service Center, Orchard Road, University Park, PA 16802 |

Dairyman to Dairyman

Question: What does it mean
when we see an up and down
trend in our MUN test from one
month to the next?

During the past few months, I
attended more than two-dozen
meetings where this same ques-
tion was asked. I am certain that
sometimes a change in the MUN
levels of the herd is due to di-
etary differences that occur as
we move downward in our silos.
This year a number of dairies
are also seeing this effect due to
shortages of feeds like high
moisture corn. Changing to dry
corn can impact MUN quite
suddenly. Most dairymen recog-
nize changes during a feeding
period and can usually adjust
for these by matching them up
with the MUN story that the

cows tell. What goes on when we
are sure that no feed changes
have taken place and yet we see
significant movement in MUN?
Often we need to look beyond
what we do to “how” we do it.
When this question is asked, we
need to talk about how we do
things in our feed management.
The huge swing to AM-PM test-

ing programs in past years, due
to economic concerns, has sent
us a message about how we feed
our cows. In 1995, MUN testing
was started in PA DHIA and an-
other message was sent. If we
choose to listen to our cows we
can come to some eye-opening
conclusions.

Now it is my turn to ask the
questions. Do we feed a TMR? Is
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uty-Bo prayers

# 300 gallon elliptical polyethylene
tank with deep sump for complete
chemical removal.

¥ Jet agitation for thorough mixing
and excellent chemical
suspension.

» 10" filiwell with no splash cover.

# Adjustable wheel spacings for row
crop applications.

¥ Single axle trailer with 27" ground
clearance, three ton hub and
spindles and 15"x8” wheels.

# Large front mounted step, platform,
and safety rail for easy filling.

# Three section boom control.

» 2 1/2 gal clean water tank for safety.

# Available with 21’ and 28’ Truss-T-
Boom with 1/2" plumbing and
conventional nozzies

¥ Available with 28', 30', 40’, and 45’

heavy duty truss booms with boom

skids, 3/4” boom plumbing, and
diaphram check nozzles.

M SERIES SPRAYERS
I Y BTN R

Y X
e,
* < e
Tramt o ¥
2,
W{ Palibsing
Mgt Showr
. necuszay -
28 Trasy T Bewun
et B0

.
%

» DBFT Flotation boom mount 1s
standard on truss booms

Pump Packages

#» Demco single piston pump with
electric shut-off.

# Hypro belt driven centrifugal pump.

¢ Hypro PTO driven rolier pump.

# Ace hydraulic dniven centrifugal
pump.

Truss-T boom folded for transport.

Wholesale Distributor
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT, Inc.
567 South Reading Road, Ephrata, Pa. 17522
717-733-7951

AUTHORIZED DEALERS

MARYLAND
Whiteford - Deer Creek Equipment.
PENNSYLVANIA
Altoona - Hines Equipment
Carlisle - Gutshall’s, Inc....
Cresson - Hines Equipment.
Easton - Forks Equipment
Fairmount City - Miller's Equipment
Honesdale - Marshall Machinery

Honeybrook - Dependable Motor Co.

Johnstown - Hines Equipment...... .
Lebanon - Umberger's of Fontana

Lititz - Binkley & Hurst Bros
Lynnport - Kermit K. Kistler,Inc

Marion Center - Allegheny Farm Service

Oley - Pikeville Equipment
Oxford - Deer Creek Equipment
Turbotviile - Ag Resources
Washington -
Wiliamsburg

....................................... 410-452-5252

814-742-8171
.717-249-2313
..814-886-4183

610-273-3131
814-262-0137
717-867-5161
717-626-4705
610-298-2011
724-397-2660
610-987-6277
610-932-8858
570-649-5161
724-222-0450
814-793-3731

anything fed outside of the
TMR? What is the moisture of
the TMR? When feeding com-
ponents, what is the sequence?
Are the cows fed the same
during the night as in the day?
What is the refusal rate of feed-
ing? If you have not noticed, all
these questions address the
“how” that goes into our feed-
ing programs. Most of the time,
when MUN is higher one month
and lower the next in a continu-
ing pattern, we are witnessing
our cows’ evaluation of how we
feed them. In this particular
herd the feed program went like
this:
ePMR (partially mixed ration)
fed during the day
oTop dress grain used on high
producers
eHay fed during the night
When we look at the diet as a
whole, we see a well-planned
and balanced diet. When we
look at the different diets fed
during the day and then those
fed at night we see that they are
very different. From the MUN
numbers, we see that every other
month the cows are below the 10
to 14 range that we would like to
see. The next month they are
right in the middle of that range.
Our cows are telling us that haif
the day they simply run out of
gas. If we use MUN values to
guide us, then we may want to
change “how” to include a plan

VOV vovewevwvVvv

PAINTING
All Types _

Interior/Exterior
Including Aerial Work

)

Specialists in Sand Blasting and
Spray Painting Farm Buildings,
Feed Mills, Roofs, Tanks, Etc.

* Waterproofing on Stone and
Brick Buildings

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, March 18, 2000-A25

Dairyman To
Dairyman

GEORGE CUDOC

PA DHIA
Consulting
Dairyman

that delivers a more equal flow
of nutrients both day and night.
We can do this in ways that do
not increase labor costs. Cer-
tainly feeding closer to a true
TMR would be desirable, but not
always practical. What if we fed
part of the hay during the day
and supplied our cows with
some of the PMR just before we
leave the barn for the night? I
think we should consider this.
Covering every scenario
would be time consuming and
would not serve any purpose.
Each time I am asked to address
this problem of up and down
MUN values each month, the
same answer surfaces. The cows
are telling us that the ‘“how”
part of our feeding program
needs to be changed until MUN
becomes more consistent. For
those dairymen that test 2x, you

will not have the advantage of
your cows telling you as directly
that feed nutrients do not flow
evenly during the day. We may
learn from others if it is likely.
At PA DHIA we are committed
to using records to help you
manage your herd. If MUN is
confusing, or you want a second
opinion, call me to set up an ap-
pointment for your free MUN
consult.

Average Farm Feed
Costs for Handy

Reference
To help farmers across the state to
have handy reference of commodity
input costs in their feeding operations
for DHIA record sheets or to develop
livestock feed cost data, here’s last
week’s average costs of various ingred-
ients as compiled from regional reports
across the state of Pennsylvania.
Remember, these are averages, so you
will need to adjust your figures up or
down according to your location and the
quality of your crop.
Corn, No.2y — 2.46 bu., 4.40 cwt.
Wheat, No.2 — 2.39 bu., 3.99 cwt.
Barley, No.3 — 1.76 bu., 3.77 cwt.
QOats, No.2 — 1.53 bu., 4.77 cwt.
Soybeans, No.1 —4.76 bu., 7.94 cwt.
Ear Corn — 76.75 ton, 3.84 cwt.
Alfalfa Hay — 132.50 ton, 6.63 cwt.
Mixed Hay — 136.25 ton, 6.81 cwt.
Timothy Hay — 140.00 ton, 7.0 cwt.
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Fisher’s Painting
4056A Newport Rd.

' Kinzers, PA 17535
On Rt. 772 Across From
Pequea Valley School

717-768-3239
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LARIS

If you've got a lot of land to cover
and hard work to do, take a Polaris
RANGER or BIG BOSS 6x6.
Nothing beats them for farm work,

) hunting and other
recreational uses. Your choice.

LeROY’S

SNOWMOBILES
1004 Highpoint Road
Cochranville, PA
19330

Buy Factory Direct & Save!
Forage Harvester Replacement Parts
For All Major Makes & Models
Knives * Shearbars * Wear Parts
* FREE 2000 CATALOG *

1-800-522-8874

R 2
Rootma 60ﬂ¢m,(, »

Rock Valley, Iowa

See us at our web site www.kooima.com
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All-Plant

LIQUID PLANT FOOD

9" 1 8'9 PLUS OTHERS!

* Contains 100% white ortho phosphoric
acid. Made in USA.

* Non-corrosive. Won't settle.

! « Top quality. Excellent service.

5 » Newest equipment

* Financially sound...and growing!

Big Demand Requires
More Distributors!

O sell to farmers.
How do | become your distributor?
O Fm a farmer.
What's the price?
Where do | get it?
CALL or SEND FOR FACTS:

Phone: 814-364-1349
ALL-PLANT LIQUID PLANT FOOD, INC.

821 State Rd. 511 N., RFD 3,
Ashland, Ohio 44805
610-593-6280 Ly e B WY W Yy e T Yy i S ST
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