
Wayne County Fanner Sees Volunteering
As Crucial Part OfHis Dairy Operation
(Continued from Pago A1) said Dix. “But a lot of the land

in Wayne County is unsuitable
for other cropping, and it’s
cheaper to take the cows to the
grass than it is to take the grass
to the cows.”

Technically Dix hasn’t re-
ceived the award in person yet,
since he was unable to attend
last week’s meeting duetto a
scheduling conflict. He expects
to have it presented to him
during the Wayne County
DHIA banquet this fall. The
award is a wristwatch that com-
memorates the time that Dix
donates to farm organizations

such as the DHIA.

Dix dispels the myth that
grazing is less labor intensive
than other types of dairying.
The cows on his farm are
switched twice a day and on pas-
ture 24 hours a day during the
summer. In the winter, he feeds
baieage, dry hay, and a concen-
trated grain mix.Dix and his wife Daisy milk

50 cows on Ellday Farms just
outside ofPleasant Mountain.

For Dix, grazing is the most
profitable way to dairy farm. “I
make more money with cows on
pasture than I do when they’re
in the bam,” said Dix. “The
cows also last longer. Some last
15 to 16years.”

Rotationally grazingthe herd,
Dix maintains a-rolling herd av-
erage of 18,491 pounds milk,
672 pounds fat, and 604 pounds
protein. They own 271 acres,
with 35 for intensive grazing
and 50 in meadow land. The rest
is mostly wooded land.

Dix even had one cow who
stayed in the herd until she was
21 years old. That cow held
Wayne County’s lifetime pro-
duction record at 273,160
pounds for quite a few years.
Since then, the record has been
broken twice, this year by a cow
from another herd producing
more than 300,000 pounds of
milk.

Dix was one of the first farm-
ers in Wayne County to switch
to rotational grazing. Since then,
he has hosted several educa-
tional meetings on his farm to
help other farmers learn more
about grazing.

According to Dix, he is still
one of only a few who rotation-
ally graze in the county. But
more switchto it everyyear.

“Grazing does take time, and
it’s not right for every farmer,”

The 21-year-old cow was clas-
sified as very good. She pro-
duced one excellent cow and
three other offspring that all
stood as grand champions of the

Wayne County Fair.
Dix has four excellent cows in

his 50-cow herd right now. His
B.A.A. is 103.6.

The Dixs have four children
who showed animals in 4-H
while they were growing up. For
seventeen years, Ellday Farms
had dairy cattle at the Wayne
County Fair. Now, with his
grandchildren starting in 4-H,
dairy animals from Dix’s farm
are appearing at the Fair again.

Several years ago, Dix and his
family were featured in the
Pennsylvania Holstein Profiles
because of their quality Hol-

steins. The family and some of
their best animals appeared on
the front cover ofthat magazine.
Along with the Holsteins, Dix
also has a few Brown Swiss that
his grandchildren show.

Dix’s children are Darlene,
Charles, Karen, and Roger.
Roger, a milk truck driver for
Dairy Farmers of America,
helps out on the farm when he
can. Working for an environ-
mental company in southern
Pennsylvania, Charles also
comes home on the weekends to
help. But Ellis and Daisy handle
most ofthe work on the farm.

Karen is a registered nurse,
while Darlene and her husband
live in New Jersey where he
serves in the Navy.
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Wearing a suit andtie is somethingDix does often be-
cause of the many organizations for which he volun-
teers. Volunteering for these organizations, according
to Dix, is the way to make themwork.

The Dixs have five grandchil- the farm. He is the fifth genera-
dren. Darlene and her husband, tion of Dixs to farm in Wayne
Paul Hoffman, have a son County. All five generations
named Jacob. Roger and his farmed on separate farms.
wife, Kathryn, have two chil-
dren, Ashley and Adam. Karen
and her husband, Don Jonas,
also have two children, Will and

Dix and his wife purchased
the farm where they live in 1961.
Now at 63 years old, he plans to
keep farming for some time.

Kayla.
Dix attributes his passion for

getting involved to what he
learned while enrolled in voca-
tional agriculture classes and as
a 4-H member growing up on

“My grandfather said he
would farm until he was 90
years old, andhe did,” said Dix.

Over the years, Dix has been
involved and held offices in
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ALL THE FEATURES... IN A COMPACT SITE
• Utilizes proven coulter/opener no-till

system
• New 12' size provides maximum
productivity.

• Accurate planting in demanding no-
till conditions.

• T-handle depth control system ensures
accurate seed placement

• Opener and coulter stagger of 10 3/4"
allows trash to flow evenly and freely

• Creates a mini-seedbed with
no-till coulters

• Fluted seed cups and 4-speed
gearbox provide accuracy in
varying rates and seed sizes.
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We lead because we listen.
The proven Great Plains no-till system utilizes a
coulter to prepare a mini-conventional
seedbedfor the openers to place the
seed ...at the precise depth selected.

Inquire About Great Plains
Acceptance Corp.

FINANCE Programs

See The Dependable C2*
Great Plains Dealers Listed Below:

Hoober, Inc. Bckroth Bros. Farm Eq., Inc.Old Philadelphia Pike, Intercourse, PA 17534 Highway 443 & 895, New Ringgold, PA 17960717-768-8231 570-943-2131 • 800-237-4591800-732-0017

Hoober, Inc.
McAilsterville, PA 17049

717-463-2191
800-433-6679

Hines Equipment
Rt. 28 West, Cresson, PA 16630

814-886-4183
and Rt. 220, Beilwood, PA

814-742-8171

Carlisle Farm Service
260York Road, Carlisle, PA 17013

800-447-6829 Lehigh Ag Equipment, Inc.
6670 Ruppsville Road, Allentown, PA 18106

610-398-2553
800-779-3616Chambersburg Farm Service

975 South Main Street, Chambersburg, PA 17201


