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EPHRATA (Lancaster Co.)
If you own more than 300

cows, 2,500 hogs, or 40,000
chickens, you may need to apply
for a National Pollution Dis-
charge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit through the
Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection.

These NPDES permits were
mandated in February 1999 by
the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection. They
assure that farmers comply with
the concentrated animal feeding
operation (CAFO) requirements
of the federal Clean Water Act.

Farmers have a three-year
phase-in period to receive their
permit. Any new operations
meeting the requirements
should apply for the NPDES
permit prior to beginning to op-
erate. The goal of the NPDES

program is to prevent the opera-
tion from polluting Pennsylva-
nia’s streams and water supply.

Any operationwith more than
1,000 animal units, referred to
as a concentrated animal feed-
ing operation (CAFO), is re-
quired to apply for an individual
NPDES permit. Operations with
300 to 1,000 animal units are eli-
gible for a general NPDES
permit. Farms with 300 to 1,000
animal units that are located in
special protection watersheds
must receive an individual
permit because ofthe higher risk
for them to pollute water
sources.

An animal unit or animal
equivalent unit (AEU) is equal
to 1,000 pounds of body weight.
The requirements between the
general and individual permits
vary to take into account both
the operation’s size and its po-
tential to have an adverse
impact on water quality.

“Very few farmers have actu-
ally applied for the permits,”
said Roger Musselman, chief of
permit section for the water
management program, south-
central region of the Pennsylva-
nia Department of
Environmental Protection.

Musselman encourages farm-
ers to contact their county con-
servation office to find out if
they need to apply for an
NPDES permit. “The NPDES
program ties in with the nutrient
management act,” said Mussel-
man.

Under the Nutrient Manage-
ment Act, any farmer with more
than two animal units per acre
should have a nutrient manage-
ment plan approved by the
county conservation district. Ac-
cording to Kevin McGonigal,
Nutrient Management Techni-
cian for Adams County Conser-
vation District, the deadline to
apply for nutrient management
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Farmers' Market Trust

WANTED
A Few Good Farmers

To sell your highest quality farm products sweet corn,
tomatoes, greens, strawberries, peaches, melons, apples,flowers, baked goods, honey, eggs, milk, cheese, meat,ilSn,

plans was October 1998.
“Most farms that needed nu-

trient management plans have
either already had their plan ap-
proved or are working on devel-
opinga plan,” said McGonigal.

The number of animal units
on a farm should be identified in
the nutrient management plan.

“Once a farmer identifies the
number of animal units on their
farm, that should indicate
whether or not they need a
NPDES permit,” said Mussel-
man.

The Department of Environ-
mental Protection is counting on
the conservation districts that
approve nutrient management
plans to alert farmers to get
NPDES and other permits they
need.

“The problem is we don’t
have any idea how many con-
centrated animal feeding opera-
tions (CAFO) exist in
Pennsylvania,” said Musselman.
“I suspect there are quite a few,

To sell directly to people who value the unbeatablefreshness of locally grown food, at outdoor farmers’markets in Philadelphia.

To take home as much as $l,OOO a day at peak season.(Farmer s daily sales averaged $625 for 1599 season.)

Taste and variety are the keys to success. Small farmsare welcome! Several of our most successful farmers growon less than 10 acres.

Call Bob Pierson (800) 417-9499, x 25
or (215) 568-0830, x 25, for more information1201 Chestnut Street 4th fl., Philadelphia PA 19107e-mail: fmtrust@libertynet.org

WOODS
SNOWBLO

Tractor Mounted
1.84 to 108 inch working width
2. Double 15 inch feeder augers (5896 and

SBIOB only)
3. PTO drive shaft with shear pin shock

protection
4.200° Hydraulic chute rotator

wooos

Model R8750 & RBBSO
Heavy Duty Rear Blades

1.84 & 96 inch working widths
2. Reversible high carbon steel curved
cutting edge R|
3. Manual angle, offset and tilt
features (optional hydraulic adjustment)
4. Rated'up to 100 HP iNMjjjj^H
(10,000 lb. max weight)
WOODS JP^

... come in for a demonstration
D.W OGGRS - SSmHHS ER & EQUIPMENT CO.SON, INC. Frederick, MD

Mountville, PA 301-473-4250
717-285-4538

MESSICK’S
Elizabethtown, Pa

717-367-1319

Abbottstown, PA
717-259-6617

REIFF FARM
SERVICE

Shippensburg, PA
717-532-8601

Westminster, MD
410-848-4585
MARSHALL

MACHINERY, INC.
Honesdale, PA
570-729-7117

HOOBER, INC..
McAhsterville, PA

717-463-2191
PIPERSVILLE

GARDEN CENTER
Pipersville, PA
215-766-0414

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations Need NPDES Permits
but it is really up to the operator
to identify themselves and apply
for the permits.”

According to Musselman, the
Department of Environmental
Protection will eventually locate
the CAFOs that exist in Penn-
sylvania. But the NPDES pro-
gram is still new to the
department. In fact, Pennsylva-
nia is one of the first states to
have initiated a NPDES pro-
gramto guarantee water quality.

The federal Environmental
Protection Agency is reviewing
Pennsylvania’s general NPDES
permit. Since Pennsylvania is a
delegated state, it can establish
its own permits. However the
EPA must approve them.

“One thing our organization
does is respond to complaints,”
said Musselman. “Once we
receive a complaint about a con-
centrated animal feeding opera-
tion, we can make sure that
operation complies with the nec-
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ROTARY TILLERS
Models GT4O, GTS2, GT6O & GT72

General Purpose Tillers
1 4°' ' W°r *< 'n®

2.7 inch maximum tilling depth
- 3. Rated up to 40 HP

* Models GTO4O, GTOS2 & GTO6O
General Purpose also
aVa,

WOGDS ‘

REAR SCRAPER BLADES

LINCOLN SUPPLY &

EQUIPMENT CO.
Somerset, PA
814-443-1691

ECKROTH BROS.
FARM EQUIPMENT

New Ringgold, PA
570-943-2131

Orefield, FA
610-366-2095

WERTZ FARM &

POWER EQUIPMENT
Glen Rock PA
717-235-0111


