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I recently attended the annual
meeting of the Pennsylvania Gra-
zing Lands/Forages Conservation
Coalition (GL/FCC) in State College.

Also in attendance was an old
friend of grazing, Joe Vogel. Joe is a
sheep farmer located at Kempton,
and is doing a great job with grazing
in his program. Joe is involved not
only locally with grazing but also at
the state level.

As the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
delegate to the board, Joe serves as
vice chairman for communications,
in charge of publicity and letter
writing.

Joe and I were discussing busi-
ness matters of the GL/FCC and it
dawned on us that perhaps not very
many people around Pennsylvania
were aware of this organization or
its functions. I called Joe the other
day and interviewed him in order to
explain the purposes and functions
of the Pennsylvania GL/FCC.
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Q: What is the GL/FCC?
Joe: It is an active coalition of

producer organizations who have an

interest in grazing and forages in

Pennsylvania. There is a board of 15

members representing Pennsyl-

vania livestock producer organiza-
tions. The GL/FCC is newly formed

(one year ago) from the former

Grazing Lands Conservation Initia-

tive (GLCI) coordinating committee

with expanded membership. The

GLCI consisted of producers repre-

senting Pennsylvania livestock

interests but was not functioning as

a true coalition in which the board

members were appointed by organi-

zations.

Q: How does the coalition
function?

Joe: The coalition, because it is
made up of board members from dif-
ferent organizations, unifies the
grazing efforts of all the organiza-
tions represented. If one of the par-
ent organizations wants to sponsor
an educational program on grazing
then, because of the coalition, all
livestock producer organizations are
helping to carry out the program
The GL/FCC is sponsoring and co-
sponsoring many different educa-
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tional meetings on grazing as a way
of promoting the grazing movement
in Pennsylvania.
Q: What producer organiza-
tions make up the coalition?
Joe: There are 15 different orga-
nizations in the coalition. They
include Capital Area RC&D.
Endless Mountains RC&D, Mid-
State RC&D, Pennsylvania Assoc-
iation of Conservation Districts.
Pennsylvania Cattleman’s Assoc-
iation, Pennsylvania Dairy Assoc-
iation, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau,
Pennsylvania State Grange, Penn-
sylvania Forage and Grassland
Council, Pennsylvania Holstein
Association, Pennsylvania Livestock
Association, Pennsylvania National
Farmers Organization, Pennsylvan-
ia Sheep and Wool Growers Assoc-
iation, and Penn Soil RC&D as well
as members at large. This is a wide
array of producer organizations;
however, when they all have grazing
as an interest, it provides a common
focus for all organizations and
makes the coalition much stronger.
Q:Is the membership of the
coalition set so only those orga-
nizations listed can participate?
Joe: While the bylaws list produc-
ers organizations as members, there
is nothing that prohibits an organi-
zation from being an associate mem-
ber. As far as that goes, the bylaws
could even be changed to include
new organizations. There are also
member-at-large positions in the

Making grass farmers and ranchers more profitable 1s our business. For ninety ycars
BARENBRUG has excelled worldwide in plant breeding and seed production, constructing breed-
ing stations and test plots throughout widely varted climatic zones. Our expertise will provide you
with scientifically adapted forage grasses perfectly suited to any location.

Barenbrug forage grasses are bred to be more leafy and have less seed heads, (thus higher

quality) than competitors varieties. Dutch bred BARENBRUG variettes go through a tough 5 year
government testing program where they have to be better than other varieties before they can be

sold.

The tests are for:

Palatability

Yield Persistence under grazing pressure
Winter hardiness

Disease resistance
Digestibility (Quality)

In addition, we at Aaron King Seeds use and test practically all varieties on our own datry farm.

Also Available:

Also Available:

coalition.
Q: How often does the
GL/FCC meet?

Joe: We are holding meetings
quarterly. Meeting dates are not
predetermined, but decided on prior
to the adjournment of a meeting.

Q: What types of activities has
the GL/FCC been conducting?

Joe: In 1999, we held several field
days such as the one that was co-
sponsored by the Pennsylvania
Cattleman’s Association, Penn State
Extension, and the coalition at the
Haller Farm at Penn State on July
31. We also sponsored a seminar for
agricultural lenders where the loan
officers could come and learn about
the economic benefits of grazing. For
2000, we are planning to hold a sim-
ilar session for lenders and we are
broadening the audience to include
agricultural financial planners and
creditors. At our last meeting, a com-
mittee was appointed to develop a
plan of work for 2000 that includes
all the field days and seminars that
will be sponsored.

Q: How would someone or an
organization that was interest-
ed in participating contact the
GL/FCC?

Joe: The GL/FCC has established
an address of Suite 340, One Credit
Union Place, Harrisburg, PA 17110-
2993. Any correspondence can be
directed to this address. In addition
to an address, the coalition is look-
ing into getting an e-mail address
and eventually a telephone number
where they can be reached.

Q: Would the GL/FCC be inter-
ested in co-sponsoring a grazing
activity that another group was
holding?

Joe: Yes we would be interested.
If there is a group out there that 1s
interested in working with the coali-
tion, please use the address I just
mentioned and let us know what it
is that we could help with and some-
one will contact them.

Well, my thanks to Joe for his

(Turn to Page 16)

GET THE QUALITY ROUND BALER.
GET CLAAS.

B.G. 34 Ryegrass Distributor

32-1Q Alfaifa AARON KING SEEDS

Red & Alice White Clover iriaw Fryit Farm, 96 Paradise Lane, Ronks, PA 17572 Sudangrass

Chicory B
icory Bromes 717-687-6224 Hi Protein Corn

Timothy Reeds Canary or
Brassicas

Fescue
Horsemaster MARK REHAK, Agronomist -  Forage Soybeans
717-394-4470 717-394-5399 fax Forage Oats

Orchardgrass g
Kernal Festululolium Triticale
mrehak @ supernet.com Cereal Rye

| Green Spirit

Blends for
Intensive Grazing

Mega Green

— Also available from —

Little Britain
Landis Weaver
717-529-2609

Berks Co
Paul Keller
610-589-2614

Atglen
Sylvan Smoker
610-593-2831

Cochranville
Ag Service
610-869-9627

Bio Farm Service
717-687-7420
800-216-1271

Centre Co.
John Glick
814-383-4529

E. Drumore
Seeds
Henry King

Perry Co.
Glenn Martin

717-582-2730 * Fixed bale chamber with steel

CLAA

roller « Smooth matenal flow for
ROLLANT all crops * Twine or Rollatex net

Manheim
John Glick
717-665-2010

Ephrata
Carl Martin
717-753-7155

Lanc. County
Composters

wrap * Roto Cut model processes
717-293-9701

material while baling * 4'x 4' and
4' x 5' models * Pickups up to 79"
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MEYERS IMPLEMENTS, INC.

400 North Antrim Way

Greencastle, PA 17225
Phone: (717) 597-2176 Fax: (717) 597-5349
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. LOTS OF
SEED IN
STOCK NOW

*10/Bag
REBATE
On Alfalfa
Seed

Dealer
inquiries
welcome

Free informative
catalog and fact
sheet




