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to the $6O million the state will
use to provide disaster relief to
farmers suffering from the 1999
drought.

surance to mitigate future crop
losses.”

just encouraging farmers to get
in and sign up,” said Redding.
“As of monday, we processed
544 applications for crop loss
payment. But there are a lot
more applications in the pipe-
line. And it’s only a fraction of
those who are eligible to apply.”

To receive both the crop dis-
aster relief and crop insurance
assistance, farmers must apply
at their county farm service
agency office in person.

The deadline to apply for the
federal crop disaster assistance
is February 25, 2000. The insur-
ance assistance remains avail-
able to farmers until the 2000
crop year sign-up closes, which
is March 15 for most crops.

Farmers can complete the
federal disaster relief applica-

Anyone who is eligible for
crop loss payments is also eligi-
ble to receive assistance in pur-
chasing crop insurance. The
crop insurance assistance pay-
ment will cover up to 10 percent
of the cost of the gross premium
for crop insurance, plus the total
amount ofrelated fees.

If there are not sufficient
funds available to provide 10
percent of the insurance premi-
ums for all farmers who apply,
the department will prorate the
available funds among the eligi-
ble producers. Farmers must
apply for federal crop disaster
assistance before being eligible
to receive the crop insurance as-
sistance.

The reason the state has allo-
cated the money for crop insur-
ance is because the federal crop
disaster program requires farm-
ers who did not have crop insur-
ance in 1999 to purchase crop
insurance for 2000 and 2001
before receiving federal drought
assistance.

“There are two reasons for
the crop insurance assistance
program,” said Russell Redd-
ing, deputy secretary of market
development for PDA. “The
first is to assist those who have
had crop losses to meet federal
guidelines. The second is to en-
courage participation in crop in- “The most important thing is
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The Purafire heater provides a consistent,
cleanburning and fuel efficient source of
warmth for all types of poultry and swine
houses. Choose from two
models; the CBOM variable
output (40,000-80,000 BTUH)
and the C225 (225,000
BTUH) Each is LP or natural
gas compatible and can be
mounted inside or outside
your confinement
house. Electronic ignition
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FEED BINS
We assemble, deliver and set up
bins on your farm
* Weather tight die-formed roof
‘Stronger engineered sidewalls
‘Ground controlled fill caps
‘Galvanized roll-formed legs
‘Engineered leg braced systems
‘Fast flowing hopperbdttom
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PDA Offers Crop Insurance Assistance To Farmers
tion and the one-page crop in-

surance assistance application
in one visit to the farm service

“It’s important to note that,
while applications for assistance
are satisfied at the farm service
agency, the farmers still need to
contact their crop insurance
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agent to get the crop insurance,”
said Redding.

The phone number for the
county farm service agency can
be found in the blue pages of the
local phone book. Phone num-
bers for the county offices are
also listed on the department’s
website, www.pda.state.pa.us.
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High Feed Costs
Getting Ton Down? Save $$

With These HIGH EFFICIENCY
HOG DINERS

A feed-down design permits feed to
be dropped to the feed pan with easy access for
the animals, eliminating feed from being dragged

, jj out and wasted

Available
in a

variety /fr>*
of sizes.

STAINLESS STEEL
HOG FEEDERS

From Nursery to
Finishing Feeders.
Economically priced and

available in single-sided or
double-sided with feeding
capabilitiesfrom 4 holes

up to 14 holes.
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500 Animal Scale
The entire unit serves as
the weighing area so that
an animal leaning on the
sides won't prevent an
accurate reading

Hi Litter Scale
An entire litter can be placed

—~n |jA m the portable WayPig at one
laj time. The new oversize scale
|h gives a clear readout of the

weight in pounds and
kilograms. The compact

Hv design allows it to glide easily
through aisles and around

w tight corners.
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• Virtually eliminates odors
• Speeds suspension of solids for

faster, easier and more
complete pump-out

• Enhances fertilizer value of
waste by reducing nitrogen loss

• Guaranteed results
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. Hours: Mon-Fri 7to 5:30
Available! Sat 7:30 to Noon

Service Farmer Boy Ag Systems
eb Inc- 3E2/5/00 MM 410 East Lincoln Avenue, Myerstown, PA 17067 ua*ti

SameDayShlpping 717-866-7565 • 1-800-845-3374 ™ *
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