Forest Landowners

WARREN (Warren Co.) - The
Fourth Annual Forest
Landowners Conference is
scheduled Saturday, Jan. 22, at
the Penn State Erie, The
Behrend College in Erie.

This all-day program lasts
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. cost is
$13 and preregistration is
required by Jan. 12,

The conference is targeted
toward private forest landown-
ers interested in taking care of
their woodlands. Cooperatively
sponsored by Penn State
Cooperative Extension, the
Bureau of Forestry, the North
West Pennsylvania Woodland
Association (NWPWA) and Penn
State Erie, the day is open to
anyone with an interest in nat-
ural resources and their stew-
ardship.

This year’s session brings

experts from West Virginia and
across Pennsylvania to share
useful information on topics
such as forest insect and disease
pests, planting and protection
trees, timber taxation, manag-
ing for and selling timber, and
putting trees to work at home.

The highlight will be an
afternoon session presented by
Gary San Julian, Penn State
professor of wildlife resources,
titled “Bucks and Doe; The
Currency of Change.” This ses-
sion will focus on the issues for-
est managers and landowners
face when populations of white-
tailed deere are too high for the
land to support.

Contact Warren County
Cooperative Extension, 609 Rouse
Ave,, Suite 200; Youngsville, PA
16371, (814) 563-3988, or at war-
renext@psu.edu for a program

LANDISVILLE (Lancaster
Co.) — The 1999 drought had sur-
prisingly little effect on the top
soybean yields in a “cover crop in
continuous soybean” study, ac-
cording to the principal investiga-
tor, John Yocum. The study was
supported by a checkoff grant
from the Pennsylvania Soybean
Promotion Board.

Although results in the project
were somewhat more variable
than would be expected in years
with normal rainfall and there was
not as much difference between
treatments, the study crops did
reasonably well, Yocum added.

The top yielding plot came in at
58 bushels an acre. In that plot, rye
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was seeded in beans after beans,
the rye was Roundup-killed, and
soybeans were seeded with a no-
till corn planter.

The plot with no cover crop —
beans after beans — yielded 42
bushels. Still not bad, Yocum said.
Yocum is assigned to Penn State’s
Southeast Ag Research and Exten-
sion Center in Landisville.

“*This is a long-term project pri-
marily to see if we can improve
soil health — increasing organic
kevels and controlling winter ero-
sion — by planting these particu-
lar cover crops.

“We recently finished a three-
year study just last year, planting
wheat in standing beans, and it

would appear, if one of the small
grains is seeded in, you can geta
good enough crop to act as a good
cover crop to hold the soil over
winter and create a good mulch.”

The current study is a much lon-
ger range project and Yocum said
he would seek funding for another
year.
“The effect on soil erosion has
promise,” he said. “The disadvant-
age is you have to drive through
standing beans and some farmers
Jjust don’t like to do that.”

An alternative would be to seed
by plane or helicopter. In that
case, expense could be a limiting
factor.
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Last summer’s drought has left farmers

Pasture Mat
The Golden Standard In Cow Comfort

L

., financially stressed. Many producers will
g need crop insurance for year 2000. We

B would be glad to answer all of your multi-
% peril crop insurance questions. For any
kind of agri-business coverage call:

Weaver Insurance Agency
248B Maple Ave., Quarryville, PA 17566

Why Pasture Mat?

Pasture Mat is tightly stuffed with
rubber and sewn every 4” to prevent
shifting.

Proven most durable top cover
Least abrasive top cover on the

The Rewards
* Better Cow Health
* Reduced Leg Injury
¢ Reduced Swollen Hocks
* More Lactation Per Cow - More

(717) 786-1711 or 1-800-882-1415 market, Milk
Roger Slusher, Cindy Beyer, Bob Lee, Carol Young, Joyce Russell Fits any stall, geduced ots O e
' Proven performance. asture Mats Often Pay For

. ' Themselves Within 6 Months.
For details and installation with over 6 years expetience, call:

Petersheim’s Cow Mattresses
117 Christiana Pike (Routé 372), Christiana, PA 17509

us.rano.  610-593-2242
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Take a look into the future

at a special 3-day Seminar.

How do we save the good and develop a vision for the
future of Lancaster and Lebanon Counties?

Seminar dates:

The Pax QUICK-START™ pan feeding
system grows chicks into FINISHED
broilers efficiently.

Start chicks with the feeder resting on the
fioor and the feed pan entirely filled. The Pax
QUICK-START™ pan provides easy access to
plenty of fresh feed — with no accumulation of
stale feed in the drop tube — attracting even the
smaliest chicks to begin feeding right away

March 1 ¢ March 23 e April 13

Learn from experts at this workshop for master teachers. The seminar
includes hands-on activities, a county-wide field trip to examine
environmental concerns and an extensive packet of teaching materials.

Feed Storage and ‘
Delivery Systems

Learn about these important issues:

Land use * Clean air * Waste management ¢ Clean water
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS JANUARY 28, 2000

To become the Master Teacher from your district,
contact your school district superintendent.

Flexible Auger for
Low Volume, Standard e |
Volume, High Volume,
as well as High
Moisture (up to 25°)

and pellet applications. For information about the seminar, contact Dawn L. Weaver,
Lancaster Newspapers, Inc.
% Phone: 717-291-8701; e-mail: dweaver @ Inpnews.com
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Although research
has shown that rotating
crops produces higher
yields, many farmers
grow continuous corn
for a variety of reasons
which can be economic,
for the control of certain
weed species or farm
field selection.

Farmers in Pennsyl-
vania have been grow-
ing continuous corn for
years but there has been
little research on the ef-
fect of growing continu-
ous soybeans and, more
and more farmers are
asking questions.

Multiple years of
soybecans has several
problems that are not a
problem with multiple
years of com, Yocum
explained.

Soybeans produce
less and a more fragile
residue than comn. They
also produce a loosc
soil. These attributes
can cause more poten-
tial soil erosion, reduc-
tion of soil organic mat-
ter and soil compaction
than would be the case
with continuous com.

“With the increased
pressure on the farming
community to reduce
soil erosion, nutrient
runoff and leaching,
growing continuous
soybean probably
would not meet conser-
vation plans,” Yocum
said.

“Planting a cover
crop for the months
soybeans are not grow-
ing should overcome
the negatives of con-
tinuous soybean pro-
duction. But there is no
research to indicate the
effects of these cover
crops upon continuous
soybean production,”
Yocum said.

In answer to the
question being asked by
many Pennsylvania
farmers whether soy-
beans can be grown
multiple years in the
same field, this study
should help determine
whether cover crops can
be successfully seeded
into standing soybeans,
which cover crops are
superior, and whether
this cover will improve
soil structure and, over
time, the production of
continuous soybeans.



