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Farm Show Dairy Judge Enjoys Both Sides Of The Ring

(Continued from Page A1)
judge, 1 would judge everyone
fairly, whether I knew them or
not,” Day explained. “The best
cow should always win, and I've
tried to stick to that principal.”

Fortunately Day has never had a
complaint from any dairy exhibi-
tors about his placings. “I believe
that when an exhibitor comes to a
show, they have to place their con-
fidence in the judge,” said Day.

“As exhibitors, my family has
never complained to a judge about
aplacing. I tell my children that we
g0 knowing our animals will be
placed, and we have to accept the
placings we get.*

Day and his wife, Ann, have
three children who have all com-
peted in the dairy arena for several

years. Matthew (age 21), David
(age 19), and Sarah (age 17) help
case the cost of showing, which
Day claimed can be expensive.

“If the kids didn’t help, it would
be difficult to keep showing
because of the labor, fuel, and feed
cost.*

Now that Matthew and David
attend Comell University in New
York, the Days don't even have to
hire professional fitters anymore.
“The boys swap labor with their
friends from other states during
show season,” explained Day.
“They help out their friends at their
local shows, and their friends help
us out at ours.”

The Days typically show each
year at the Pennsylvania Spring
Holstein Show, South Central
Holstein Show, Pennsylvania Fall
Holstein Show, and the World
Dairy Expo in Madison, Wi. They
even exhibit occasionally at the
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Pennsylvania Farm Show, taking
Supreme Champion in 1995.

“We pick the shows where we
exhibit based on the weather, time
of year, and whether or not we
have animals at the right stage for
the show,” explained Day.

Both showing and judging dairy
cattle is an essential part of the
Days’ dairy operation. “Judging is
an outlet for me and an opportunity
to meet new people,” said Day. “I
find it both challenging and fun.*

His son, Matthew, has followed
in Day’s footsteps by participating
in collegiate and 4-H dairy judging
contests. In 1998, Matt was sixth
high individual in the collegiate
contest at Madison, placing fifth in
reasons. At Harrisburg, he was
second high individual, placing
first in reasons.

According to Day, an exhibitor
can get as much exposure for their
animals at the Pennsylvania Farm
Show than at any show. “The Farm
Show probably has more ringside
spectators than at any other show.
It is an excellent opportunity to
make a good impression on the
public.*

Day is hoping to find a micro-
phone at this year's dairy show.
“Judges should be able to give
their reasons for the benefit of both
the spectators and the show exhibi-
tors. Many of the spectators at the
Farm Show don’t understand what
we're doing out there, and it’s an
excellent opportunity to educate
them.

Because the opportunity to edu-
cate the public, Day also feels it’s
important for dairy exhibitors to
present a uniform image during the
show. “I like to see all of the exhi-
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bitors dressed in white and have
encouraged Pennsylvania to enfor-
ce that policy at its shows.“

Curtis and Ann own Tri-Day
Farm in Shippensburg, where they
milk 65 head of registered Hols-
teins. The Days market their cattle
both privately and at public sales.

To Day, there isn’t much differ-
ence between the shows thathe has
judged. “It’s always fun to see the
people at the shows.”

“One thing will be different
about this year’s Farm Show,”
explained Day. “It will probably
be the first dairy cattle show any-
where in the country during the
new millennium.*

Only three judges will be able to
say that they judged the first dairy
show of 2000. Day is one of them.
And, according to him, “that’s
pretty exciting.*

Tri-Day Farms In Shippensburg has become well-known
for having high pedigree Holstelns in both the showing and
sale arenas.
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Day stawmr’ﬁ'rl-oay Adeen II, a senior 2-yr.-old and
sisters that the Days showed during 1999.
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mixing chamber.

investment.
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* The uniquely designed TMR mixer with no
aggressive augers in its angle paddie driven

THINKING OF BUYING A NEW T.M.R. MIXER?

Need to add hay to your TMR?
Looking for more milk, butterfat and protein?
Herd health also a priority?
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* Preserves the particle size of your ration for more
cud chewing and better digestive health.
l * Higher performance from healthy cows fed
Keenan TMR, simply a more profitable

See us at KEYSTONE FARM SHOW
in the Horticultural Building - Jan. 4, 5 or 6

For further information, call Keenan USA Inc. at:
1-877-KEENAN 1, or 315-445-1648

Fits any stall.
Proven performance.

U.S. Pat. No.
5653195

Why Pasture Mat?

Pasture Mat is tightly stuffed with rubber
and sewn every 4” to prevent shifting.

Proven most durable top cover.
Least abrasive top cover on the market.
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Pasture Mat

The Golden Standard
In Cow Comfort

The Rewards
* Better Cow Health
* Reduced Leg Injury
e Reduced Swollen Hocks
* More Lactation Per Cow - More Milk
* Reduced Bedding Costs

* Pasture Mats Often Pay For
Themselves Within 6 Months.

For details and installation with over 6 years experience, call:

Petersheim’s Cow Mattresses
117 Christiana Pike (Route 372), Christiana, PA 17509

610-593-2242

Ask For Merrill or Sam

Stop and see us in York A

Old Main Buliding, Booth 406 & 407




