
HARRISBURG, (Dauphin
Co) - The Pennsylvania State
Grange strongly opposes delays
in the implementation of last
year’s amendments to the Clean
and Green program

Following a joint news confer-
ence called by state representa-
tives Stanley E. Saylor, R-York,
and John Gordner, D-Columbia,
the Grange and the
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, a
Grange member from
Montgomery County gave testi-
mony before the House
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Committee, which was holding a
hearing to consider requests for
delays in implementation ofAct
156.

through an exact formula for
determining assessments The
impetus for Act 156 was born in
Montgomery County, where
Grange members went to battle
over unfair assessment of farm
lands

Hiram Hershey, a
Montgomery County licensed
real estate broker and Grange
member, said the Grange was
instrumental in enacting the
original law, and now seeks
immediate implementation to
ensure it works for the better-
ment of the farming community
and the environment.

“Farmers and their represen-
tatives have worked hard to
have the Clean and Green Law
clarified. We have gone through
the legislative process to ensure
that the original Clean and
Green Law continues to be
implemented as it was written,”
Hershey testified to the commit-
tee. “In fact, the amendments

Act 156 was designed to allow
Clean and Green to apply to a
farm’s entire acreage, including
the land under the farmhouse,
agricultural buildings and drive-
ways, and more consistency in
assessment across the state
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presented and passed by the
General Assembly, Act 156 of
1998, were just that - clarifica-
tion of the current law The
amendments did not significant-
ly change the law, but stopped
abuses by local governing bodies
who discovered loopholes in the
original language. I see no rea-
son to delay implementation or
change the amendments passed
last year.”

The Clean and Green pro-
gram (Act 319 of 1974) is
designed to preserve farmland,
forest land and open space by
taxing it according to its use
value rather than the prevailing
market value It has been nearly
seven months since the amend-
ments to Clean and Green were
signed into law as Act 156 of
1998.

Hershey said the amend-
ments m Act 156 of 1998 are
important for farmers through-
out the state, but particularly in
Montgomery County where land
under farm buildings is being
assessed at $40,000/acre, the
value of acreage used for devel-
opment. Under the Act, the
value of land under farm build-
ings is $6OO/acre.

This change in assessment is

a significant reduction in real
estate taxes, and the reduced
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Mahoning Outdoor Furnaces
Cut Your Heating Costs With Our

Outdoor Furnace
Standard Model Burns Wood, Coal
orWood by-products
Multi-Fuel Model Burns Wood,
Coal, Oil or Gas

Adapts lo anyexisting heal system Installation & Accessories Aiailablt

Gettysburg-New Oxford
(717)624-3639 (717)624-4188

Ivan & Esther Martin
An Independent SuLm distributor

539 Hilltop Rd., Myerstown, PA 17067
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This column is for readers who have questions but

don’t know who to ask for answers.
“You Ask—You Answer” is for non-cooking ques-

tions. When a reader sends in a question, it will be printed
in the paper. Readers who knowthe answer are asked to
respond by mailing the answer, which will then be printed
in the paper.

Questions and Answers to this column should be
addressed to You Ask—You Answer, Lancaster Farming,
P.O. Box 609, Ephrata, PA 17522. Attention: Lou Ann
Good.

Or, you may e-mail questions and answers to
lgood.ephdlnpnews.com

Please clarify what questionyou are answering when
responding.

Do not send a self-addressed, stamped envelope for a
reply, ifwe receive the answer, we will publish it as soon
as possible. Please includeyourphone number because
we sometimes need to contact the person to clarify
details. We will not publish your phone number unless
you request it.

QUESTION Frank Cerami, Ottsville, is looking for the
company that manufactures wood paving blocks like those
used in the Philadelphia Historic District.

QUESTION Calendars are needed to help mentally
handicapped people with a project. They can be used calen-
dars with notes on the dates, etc. Please send calendars to
Matthew Stephens, R.l, Box 1069, Starrucca, PA
18462-9703.
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WHY BE SICK & TIRED
Most health problems are due to toxins in the body which
hinder the immune system from fighting off diseases.
Toxins are a result of food grown, processed and impaired
by chemicals, insecticides, weed killers and many other
poisons, detrimental to the body and cause diseases. But
there is an alternative and safe way to remove toxins.
Try the SuLin Program. It Really Works!

Will Not Interfere With Medication
These ALL NATURAL products cost less to help your body
remove toxins and build up your immune systems to fight
off diseases and health problems. It reduced cost for food.
Introductory Offer For total program
A3O day supply ONLY $54 plus $5.00 shipping
You can also buy wholesale without monthy requirements

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
or money back for the whole program

What can you lose but your health problems
To order special offer send a check for $59.00

Ph. 717-866-4928 or 800-668-7373for credit card order
More information & testimonials available upon request


