
QUESTION: We haverecently
moved intoaparlorwithelectronic
equipment and we were told that
component tests were unneces-
sary. Is there a way touse compo-
nent tests to help manage our
herd.?

ANSWER: The best way I
know to answer Is torefer to piece
that was written a year ago.

Componenttesting today can be
used in ways that are much mote

significant now than years past

when butterfat and protein were
used mostly to identify superior
cows in genetic evaluation. Milk
payment basis also relies heavily
on these two tests, but in the past,
die way to increase pay was to
breed your cows to have higher
tests. Little was done to sharpen
management skills because of
component testing.

Today’s modem dairyman
works with on-farm professionals
who lookat componenttesting in a
much broader scope.

DHIA fat and protein informa-
tion cantell us a lotaboutthe nutri-
tional well-being of our dairy
cows. Providing individual data
that can be sotted into groups can'
help pinpoint specific places to
start our quest to improve our
nutritional management This is
much more useful than bulk tank
information which gives us ideas
that problems exist, but no infor-
mation as to where we should

ATTENTION PARENTS
Advice from former teacher

For Tour Child
No More Ritalin or Drugs

All natural solution to:
• Learning disabilities ' • Improved school grades and
• Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) behavior

And ADHD • No more fidgets and
• Hyperactivity depression

. Try all natural herbal • Improved sleep - relief from
standardizedproducts bedwetting

Send $5.00 for information packet, testimonies and $lO.OO coupon.
Order today from: Sandra Davis & Associates

P.O. Box 427, Springfield, KY 40069
Or Call 606-336-7749 to begin program today!

We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover or C.O.D.
We have monthly newsletter!

MFG. CORP.

125King Court/
Hollander Rd.

New Holland, PA 17557
(717) 354-9611

WELL BALANCED, RUGGEDLY BUILT FOR

ES

AF
EFFICIENT

Exhaust Fan
w/Housing & shutter
24”, 36”, 48"

HIT UTII ITY TRAILERS

RT and FRT Series Trailers Avail
We Also Build Other Models. Sizes,

lANY YEARS OF TROUBLE FREE SERVICE

lable In 5000# thru 12,000# GVW
and Capacities. Call For Information

begin to solve these problems.
Milk fat test is not only the old-

est ofthe component tests, butstill
the most important because it
reflected of rumen health of the
dairy cow. We know that cows
typicallyproduce milk in the early
weeksof lactation and shouldhave
a butterfat test above the norm.

As lactation proceeds, fat tests

will go down asmilk peaks and is
then followed by a gradual
increase in fat test

Looking at butterfat tests for
cows in early lactation which are
below normal(3.8 percent inHols-
tcins) may not seem significant
now, but willrumen acidosis occur
causing taminiiis later in the
lactation?

What about high fat tests? Can
we learn from this or does it just
indicate higherpricesforourmilk?

Very hightests inearly lactation
might mean our cows are burning
fatreserves at averyrapid rate and
we may need to contact our vet
about cows with ketosis.

The key in using milk faqt as a
measure ofrumen health is to try
and ward off problems that may
rob us ofprofits later. Poor perfor-
mance and having to treat sick
cows ate huge profit robbers.

Milk proteinb«s overtaken but-
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terfat as the largest basis of pay-
ment to farms, except for a rare
situation. This is reason enough to
learn to use the component test to
help manage our nutrition
program.

Low protein tests tell us more
than the fat that we will receive
less money for our milk.

Low protein tests along with
high butterfat usually indicates
low dry matter intake, which is
often associated with metabolic
disorders such as ketosis.

Drops in protein test alone indi-
cate a shortfall in energy con-
sumed by our cows. This may be
due toreduced drymatter intake or
a lack of fermentable carbohy-
drates in the diet.

Try to evaluate the cause of the
low protein test andyou will be on
track to solve the problem.

Factors that relate to cow com-
fort are targets when dry matter
intake is the problem.
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Poor ration formulation or

delivery can be causing low pro-
tein tests even when the cows'
environment is at an optimum.

MUN testing is the newestcom-
ponent test available in PA DHIA
and can have significant impact on
the bottom line performance in our
herds.

Individual cow testing for
MUN, like butterfat and protein,
can help us to evaluate nutritional
performance and gives insight to
pinpointing problems associated
with the nutritional needs of our
cows. In general, high MUN val-
ues tell us thatprotein utilization is
not what it should be.

Overfeeding protein, of course,
may be the problembut more often
than not the problem isa combina-
tion of less-than-desirable car-
bohydrate levels and too much or
the wrong land of protein.

The use of MUN, along with
protein tests, can lead the way to
successfully feeding our cows.
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