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Becoming A Champion

{Continued from Page B2)

land has been named premier
breeder in Pennsylvania from
points tallied from the state Farm
Show and Pennsylvania breeder
shows. Points are tallied for bred
cattle, which have been purchased
and shown by other owners.

“Showing fits in well for us,”
Barb said.

The one thing that Larry does
that Barb doesn’t is fit the cattle for
shows such as the state Farm
Show, Atlantic National, Breeder,
and Keystone International Lives-
tock Exposition (KILE).

Clipping styles are set at nation-
al shows.

“Every year, we see something a
little bit different. Every fitter does
something a little different,” Barb
said.

Some styles, at first, don’t seem
appealing. “But if the cattle do
well in the show ring, then you
take a closer look.”

Larry said he realized the impor-
tance of fitting an animal when he
was a teen-ager. He had attended a
national show where he saw hair
body clipped similar to the way
they are trimmed today. *“I
couldn’t wait to get home and try it
— and I was the first in the area to
ry it,” Larry said.

In the ’60s, people concocted
their own mixtures to prepare
cattle for the show ring. Today, the
market abounds with products.

The Weavers generally feed 120
head of market steers. Silos are
used for storing the harvest.

Weaverland’s white barns with
gray trim, and the stone and stucco
house have been in the family for
tour generations. The bam is dated
1805. The house is older but no
date has been established.

Weaver’s have added their own
personal style with a brick patio
and walks surrounded by profuse
perennials. The kitchen table is
placed in front of long bay win-
dows that overlook acres of rolling
farmland.

When Larry began farming, the
farm had 44 acres. Later, he pur-
chased an adjoining farm with 40
acres that had been part of the orig-
inal deed.

Contented cats and frisky kit-
tens, and an occasional moo belies
the facade that all is well in
farming.

A summer drought has resulted
in severe losses. Larry estimated
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that he had a 70 percent corn loss,
the worse that he or his dad
remembers.

Larry is what he calls “a pioneer
in ag preserve” because their farm
was the first in the area to be
included in ag preservation.

“The whole program could have
been set up differently. Instead of
giving money outright, they
should have given farmers a tre-
mendous tax break that was ongo-
ing. Government has got to pre-
serve the farmer instead of the
farmland. If farming is profitable,
the best farmland will be pre-
served,” Larry said.

A farmer who has remained on
the cutting edge of technology, the
Weavers are frustrated by declin-
ing commodity prices and high
equipment costs.

“I'm in all the wrong things,”
Larry said of raising beef and eight
acres of tobacco. A few years ago
he got out of the hog market when
it was struggling.

Barb takes care of the farm
bookkeeping. She also worked for
the tobacco auction cooperative
formed in the county.

This has been a tough summer
for many farmers and the Weavers
are no exception. Barb said it was
so depressing to look out the win-
dow and see crops shriveling that
she took off to Potter County to
spend 10 days at their cabin. Dur-
ing hunting season, the couple
hunt together. She also finds relax-
ation from farm pressures by play-
ing golf.

The Weavers said that breeding
cattle has been the one area of
farming that has remained stable
for them.

The couple both love watching
“the babies,” Barb said. “There is
no greater satisfaction than breed-
ing and seeing how the calves tumn
out. And it’s great to see kids who
purchase our stock do well in
shows.”

There is also a downside. Occa-
sionally stock is sold to some who
don’t feed them properly. One in
particular, Barb said, had the
appearance of a champion, but
when she saw it after it had been
sold, it was a bag of bones.

“I cried,” she said. “You need
the right kind of calf to begin with,
but you also need precise feeding,
exercise, and breeding to continue
(the lineage).”

“Years ago, you made the cattle

look tall. Today you want them to
look more blocky,” Larry said.

Meat packers have a big influ-
ence on finishing. For a number of
years, lean was in style.

“But people found out it's no
fun to eatlean meat. Now you want
meat marbling and it must have a

black hide to be labeled Certified ¥

Angus,” Larry said.

From the time Larry first started
showing until today, he said that
things have changed dramatically.

(Turn to Page BS)
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Grand champion bull honors went to Weaverland Fullback 829 at the Pennsylvania

Angus Breeders Show. The October 1998 son of Rito 9FB3 of 5H11 Fullback was exhl-
bited by Weaverland Valley Farms. From left are Pennsylvania Angus Queen Sarh
Grim, Allen smith, judge; Barb and Larry Weaver, and daughter Kristin Ebersole.
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nsylvania Angus Breeders Show held recently in Huntingdon. The April 1998 daught-
er of Rito 9FB3 of 5H11 Fullback first topped the junior division. Weaverland Valley
Farms, New Holland, exhlibited the winning entry. From left are Sarah Grim, Pa. Angus
Queen; Allen Smith, who evaluated the 95 head exhibited in the open show; and Barb

I.iln?l La‘;ry Weaver with daughter Kristin Ebersole of Weaverland Valley Farms, New
olland.

“In only three weeks of using the Chi
Machine, 1 lost 15 pounds effortlessly -
and hospital lab tests showed that my
bload chalesterol level dropped trom

The Chi Machine

The Sun Harmony Aerobic

It does the work -
You get the aerobic

Introducing

Exerciser

Most effective
as bedding for all
kinds of beef and
dairy cattlé, hogs,
horses, sheep and

poultry
Any amount delivered
or call for at farm.

PO Box 337
Paradise, Pa.

(717) 687-7631

Esbenshade
Turkey Farm

(America’s Oldest—Since 1858)

22510 160 mg”

How do I use my Chi Machine?

* Place the machine on a rug Lie on your back
and put your ankles 1n the grooves of the tootrest
on top of the machine

* Set the umer switch o activate the machine
for the number of minutes you desne Fust ume
usets should start with 2-3 minutes

* The footrest will begin to move back and
lorth, carryig vow feet buiskly trom side to side
This movement will cany up through your legs and
tarso throuthout vour entne bady causing you to
wigale back and toith  that s nght hike a fish
swimming in water

+ All you do now 1~ 1elax and breathe deeply
letung the machine tock vou gently but firmly tor a
maximum of 15 mmutes

* When the time 1s up and the machine stops
remain bvng down for anothet two to five minutes
reluxig and bicathing deeply enjoving the
remathable afterglow  chr - as it moses thioughout
vour body

In two months ot using the Chir Machine
iy thighs hips stomach and buttocks now
look das good as they did when D was i nn

20 and I malmost 52

benefits.

@ totally unique
device which
promotes the body’s
own natural
absorption of oxygen.

100%o satisfaction
guaranteed!

For More Information

T7=661=5147
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Does your ;SMy get the oxygen it needs?
(Adupted trom 4 quiz by Dr Eigs Noguchtd

Check ull the boves which apph 1o you -

O 1 wake up tired, even after eight hours of sleep

23 L sleep restlessly, waking up frequently

3 1 sutter tfrom chronic fatigue

T have poor physical endurance

3 I tend to be moody and wmitable

3 1 am susceptible to colds and flu

O 1 suifer from alleigres

(3| frequently feel tense and on edge

01 am frequently constipated

3 1 have fiequent pain 1n my shoulder and/or back

3 1 have weight problems

3 I crave sweets, alcohol or soda

It you cheched more than three boxes, your body

nught not be assimulating sutficient oxygen

Please consult youwr physiaan You may wish to

have vour blood oxygen levels tested - betore and

atter you begin to use the Chi Machine
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My tesearch has convineed me that lack
of oxvgen is the oot of most or pethaps
evenall disease
D1 Shizuo Inonc
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