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Top Pennsylvania DHIA Herds
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Farmers Should Beware Of Silo Fire Danger
UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre  exposed to a source of ignition, *Clean out chaff and other tained breathing apparatus,” he  plower. Open all doors, run the

Co.) — Dry weather in many
parts of Pennsylvania may be
causing an increased risk of
tower silo fires from a lack of
proper forage moisture content
and/or from poor fermentation of
silage, which in turn could lead
to the production of greater
amounts of volatile gas that can
ignite a silo fire.

Dennis Murphy, professor of
agricultural engineering and a
farm safety expert in Penn
State’s College of Agricultural
Sciences, explains that the mois-
ture content for forages stored in
a silo should be between 45 and
65 percent. If the moisture con-
tent falls below the 45-percent
level, fire risk increases. He
adds that several gases, includ-
ing hydrogen and methane, are
by-products of fermenting
silage.

“If excess gases are present,
they could burst into flames if

such as static electricity or
sparks created during the load-
ing or blowing of silage,’
Murphy said. “Other potential
ignition sources are barn lights
or other electrical equipment
near or at the base of unloading
chutes.”

Murphy says farmers should
take the following precautions to
help reduce the risk of silo fires:

* Test the moisture of the for-
age being ensiled.

« Water down silo unloading
chutes.

» Provide plenty of ventila-
tion around the silo, especially
at loading areas and up chutes.
“Use a barn fan to keep extra
oxygen moving up the silo
chute,” advised Murphy. “This
helps prevent the generation of
excess silo gases and dilutes the
gases present, keeping them
from reaching explosive concen-
trations.”

Loop Stalls
Designed For Durability

Finished with baked on TGIC Polyester Powder Coating
Superior to Epoxy!

debris from the silo chute and
from the rungs or frame of chute
doors.

Murphy said farmers also
must remember that besides the
potential fire hazard, silo gases
are toxic, especially in the first
48 to 60 hours after filling. “If
you must enter the silo within
the first 48 to 60 hours, protect
yourself by wearing a self-con-

said. “If you don’t have access to
one, stay out of the silo.”
“Dangerous levels of silo gas
may be present for an additional
two to three weeks,” he said. “To
enter without a self-contained
breathing apparatus during this
period, ventilate with the silo

blower fan for 20 minutes and
leave it running while you are in
the silo. Enter only after you
have put on a respirator for toxic
dust, and have a second person
with you to assist in an emer-

gency.
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Wide Front

* Protection from rust
& corrosion

( Conventional

 Chip resistant
* Smooth finish stays

* Resists acid & chemicalscleaner

Wide Front Loop Stalls

Versatile design offers greater

cow comfort.

Generous lunge space for
head & neck between top &
bottom of loop

Loop Stall
Construction Features:

Lo

Heavy Duty Construction with 2 3/8” outside diameter high yield
steel tubing with 12 gauge (.108) wall

Spray

¢ transfer method used on welds

Added Value With Our 2 Coat Process!

1 Five step metal preparation including fron phosphate convetsion
coating to enhance adhesion & prevent undercoat corrosion

2 2inc nch epoxy powder undercoat

3 TGIC polyester powder top coat baked at 400 to fuse coats
forming a cross link molecular bond

Paul B. Zimmerman, Inc.
295 Woodcorner Rd. « Lititz, PA 17543 « T17/738-7365

1 mile West of Ephrata
Call or write for additional information
and the name of your nearest dealer

Hours
Mon.-Fr - 7-5
Sat. 7-11

Corner of Rt 30 & Rt 897
717-442-8970

717-838-5999
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I Being prepared... definitely! [
:  Some “experts” are suggesting homeowners 1
fves for the loss of electric - t
1 shou[d prepare themse <
| heatin their home . .| STIHL i
| *The STIHL 029S Is perfect for cutting firewood. 1
I e For those of you who want to t_)e prepared, we're SAVE $30 !
I  offering the STIHL 029S chainsaw. $ 95 :
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J Available At These Servicing Dealers
I Abbotistown Hummels Whart Peach Bottom hippensburg |
| MESSICK’S HUMMEL'S TEXACO A.K. SAW SHOP LEINBACH
| TRy L 214 s S e earmequp. L
1 -259- - P 1120 Ritner Hwy. {
lisl Jonestown Fequea 717-532-551
l Carlisle BLUE MOUNTAIN DREXEL AUTO SUPPLY k
l ENTERPRISES, INC 333 Steinman Farm Road ?
| CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES PPRISES, INC. 717-284-2916 CHARLES S. ’
I “aodeste  717-865-2994 Reamstown SNYDER, INC. i:.
Dallastown Lititz/Lebanon EAGLE A3

= TRI-BORO BOMBERGER'S LAWN  RENTAL CENTER 570-386-5945 &
I  CONCRETE, INC. L AR T Y SSe 3™ Hagerstown,MD §
i 435 Locust St Lebanon: 717-272-4155 Ronks EBY'SLAWN & |},
i 1-800-632-9018 Loysville/Carlisle A & B SALES GARDEN (2
I East Earl GUTSHALLS INC. & SERVICE 16408 Fairview Rosd :
| GOODSLAWN & Te0-4343 717.249:2313 2 Whion Souin of At 23 !
1 GI\I’-‘DﬂENt CgNTER 717-;:::-2";: t-’el'\-""é Along°7.72 Thru Monterey

oute NCASIETVITe SUBURBAN SALES P
| 717-445-4490 HOOBER, INC. 's_c—nnan_[e\ﬁﬁ%ﬂs—’téo—w—n 10757 York Ra. I
| Elizabethtown 570-463.2191 EQARTNT o, worsszzrs
| e o Do RUIGEMIe SN Whiteford MD
| 717-367-1319, 717-653-8867 EQUIPMENT, INC. 717-949-6817 DEER CREEK i

p 6600 Limestone Rd Shar i EQUIPMENT, INC.
I Ephrata 610-932-8858 hartlesville 720 Wheeler School Rd =
[  WESSTAUFFER Palmyra MOUNTAIN VIEW T 679.c090
1 ENGINES & HER——V—R.S REPAIR SUPPLY, INC. i
{Formerly Shartiesville
I EQUIPMENT SHOP Farm Service) I
i 23 Pleasant Valley Rd RD 2, Box 1154 P O Box 529 1
717-738-42150 717.838-1549 610-488-1025
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I powER EQUIPMENT WA ARDEN T & !
| 40W Main St i
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