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National Contest Selects Lancaster
Farming Employee’s Cookie Recipe

LOU ANN GOOD
Lancaster Fanning Staff

LITITZ (Lancaster Co.)
Whenever anyone would last
Karen Hoffer’s Soft Sugar Cook-
ies, they would rave about the
cookies being the best.

So it was only natural when
Karen, who works in advertising/
sales for Lancaster Farming,
heard about the national contest
search for the “Cookie of All
Cookies” that she entered the
recipe passed down through four
generations of her family.

AlthoughKaren did not win the
top prize in the contest sponsored
by “Taste ofHome" magazine, her
recipe was one of those selected
out of 34,000 entries to be printed
in the newly-released cookbook,
“Best Of Country Cookies.”

This was not the mere decision
of contest judges, but from 7,000
“subscriber-tasters" who actually
stopped by the magazine’s head-
quarters to taste test and rate the
cookies.

According to Reiman Publica-
tions, the magazine’s food staff
thoroughly screenedall the recipes
to select the most promising. The
cookies were then baked inthe test
kitchen at the Reiman Publication
Visitor Center, Greendale, Wis.

Visitors to the center were
invited to taste-test up to a half-
dozen recipes baked each day.
Each tester filled out a “Judge’s
Rating Sheet” to specify the best
tasting cookie.

The magazine’s food editors
then singled out the top 13recipes
for prizes and 277 additional
entries to be featured in the new
cookbook.

The recipe by grand prize win-
ner Marcia Severson from Minne-
sota is not included in the cook-
book. Instead the recipe will be
kept secret and sold at the Reiman
Visitor’s Center.

Called Mmmminnesota
Munchcrs, the grand prize cookies
will be touted as the Taste of
Home Cookie,” with the hopesthat
it will become nationally famous.
Ifplans work out, Mmmminnesota
Munchcrs will alsobe sold through
other outlets around the country.

Karen Hoffer, whoworks in advertising/salesfor Lancas-
ter Farming recently got her claimto fame when her sugar
cookie recipe, passed down through four generations, was
selected from 34,000 national contestentriesto be included
in “Best of Country Cookies” published by Taste of Home
magazine.

then getup inthe morning andbake
the cookies.

SOFT SUGAR COOKIES
V« cup shortening
Vk cups sugar
2 eggsIronically Karen insists that her

cookies do not taste as good as her
mother's, although they both use
the same recipe.

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
'/t teaspoon salt
1 cup buttermilk

Raisins

Regardless of who makes them,
this recipe ishard to beatas proven
by the contest taste testing.

The vibrant-colored pictures in
the 116-page hardcover cookbook
and the easy-to-read type with tid-
bits of information about each
recipe promise to be one the most
successful cookbooks on the
market

Outofthe 277 recipes printed in
the cookbook, 15 were submitted
by Pennsylvanians. Chapters
include an appealing assortment of
shaped, sandwich,cutout, one-pan,
cut-and-serve bars and brownies.

This was my first time entering
any contest,” saidKaren, who lives
in Litilz with her husband Dave
and yellow lab dog Luther.

Karen remembers her mother
Ruth Keller mixing the batter the
night before and storing it in the
refrigerator overnight She would

To order a copy of the book,
send $15.99 plus $2.50 for ship-
ping to Taste of Home Bools,
Suite 4190, P.O. Box 990, Green-
dale,W 153129. Credit card orders
may be placed by calling
1-800-558-1013. When calling,
specify item number 27619.

Here isKaren’s recipe, courtesy
ofTaste ofHome’sBest ofCoun-
try Cookies.”

In a mixing bowl, cream shor-
tening and sugar. Add eggs, one at
a time, beating well after each
addition. Beat in vanilla. Combine
flour, baking powder, baking soda,
and salt; add to the creamed mix-
ture, alternating with buttermilk.

Cover and refrigerate for at least
two hours (the doughwill be very
soft).

Drop by teaspoonsful two-
inches apartonto ungreasedInking
sheets. Place a raisin in the center
of each cookie.

Bake at 375 for 8-10 minutes or
until lightly browned. Remove to
wire racks to cool.
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ibottstown. P irove. PA
Messick Norman D. Clark

& Son, Inc.
Honey Grove, PA
717-734-3682
Loysville, PA
717-789-3117

Equipment
RD 1, Box 255A
717-259-6617

iville. PA

Equipment,
Inc.

New Holland. PA
A.B.C. Groff, Inc.
110 South Railroad
717-354-4191RD 1, Rte. 934

717-867-2211
Olev. PA
C.J. Wonsidler
Bros.
R.D.2

Carlisle. P,

R&W
Equipment Co.
35 East Willow Street
717-243-2686

610-987-6257

Schreffler
Messick Farm
Equipment, Inc
Rt. 283 - Rheem’s
Exit

Equipmen
Pitman, PA
570-648-1120

717-367-1319 Tamaqua. PA
Charles S.
Snyder? Inc
R.D.3

Greene
Meyers
Implements, Inc
400 North Antrim Way
717-597-2170

•!!&.

570-386-5945

West Grove. PA
S.G.Lewis &

Son, lnc>
352 N. JennersvilleRd.
610-869-2214
1-800-869-9029

Halifax. PA
Sweigard Bros
R.D. 3, Box 13
717-896-3414

Frederick. MD
Ceresville Ford New Holland, Inc
Rt. 26East 301-662-4197
Outside MD, 800-331-9122

Hagerstown. MD
Antietam Ford Tractor, Inc
2027 Leitersburg Pike
800-553-6731
301-791-1200

Ag Industrial Equipment
Route 1,50 N. Greenmont Rd.
1-800-442-5043

Bridgeton. NJ Washington. NJ
Leslie G. Fogg, Smith Tractor &

Inc. Equip., Inc.
Canton & Stow Creek 15 Hillcrest Ave.
Landing Rd. 908-689-7900
609-451-2727
609-935-5145

Owen Supply Co,
Broad Street &

East Avenue
609-769-0308
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