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On Being a

Farm Wife
(and other
hazards)

Joyce Bupp

This package came as a sur-
prise

A return address from
Lomsiana 1mmediately gave
away the identity of the senders,
friends who had moved there a
few years ago from their home in
another distant state. Inside the
box was an assortment of items
representative of their regional
“cajun” foods spicy seasoning,
mixes of “dirty rice” and jambal-
aya, a can of tomatoes with
chilies, instant coffee with chico-
ry, and a large bottle of Tabasco
sauce hot enough to season us
for eternity

What a delightful treat!

In an effort to return the
favor, I've been polling friends

and family on what 1tems might

MAINTENANCE FREE RAILINGS FOR

be gathered into a recipratory
sort of thank-you box showcas-
ing traditional “Pennsylvania
Dutch” culture. Among the sug-
gestions have been whoopie pies,
egg noodles, apple butter, hard
pretzels, chowchow, shoofly pie.
Even hogmaw. Which we decid-
ed would be near-impossible to
ship and confound the dickens
out of the recipients.

You eat WHAT from a pig?

Oh, and a hex sign. For good
luck

With the Easter holiday sea-
son upon us, what could be a:

more appropriate food “than™a"
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traditional Pennsylvania Dutch—

pickled redbeet egg? But how in
the world would one send them,
short of packing those treats in

PORCHES, DECKS OR BALCONIES

We have the expertise to design & create a system just to fit your need.
Any Size, Different Styles

m vinyl railing systems offer low
maintenance and durability.

any less baffling to the uniti-
ated than dining on a hog stom-
ach?

' As a kid, Easter and pickled
redbeet eggs were synonymous.
Sometimes during the week

fore Easter, Mom would hard-
hoil a big kettle of eggs. We kids
would gather round the kitchen
ble covered with newspaper
r safety, based on the premise
at at least one of us would
anage to spill one of those lit-

e prone-to-tip, individual bot-

es of egg dye. We would emerge

om the effort with a basketful

f crazy-quilt-colored eggs,

plotchy-colored fingers, soggy

ewsprint from where we had
pilled the requisite bottle of dye
nd probably enough mess to
ake Mom grateful Easter only
ame once a year.

(When I couldn't find any &
ew weeks ago, a good friend
racked down for me some of
hose packs of Easter egg dye in
ittle bottles to ship west for our

andsons. Their Oregon neigh-
orheod stores carry only the
dip-and-dunk kinds.)

After coloring came the fun of

g%y ice. And would redbeet eggs
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hiding the eggs, hunting the
eggs, occasionally losing, break-
ing or sharing an egg with the
dogs. Ultimately, though, some
of them would emerge as deli-
cious redbeet eggs, peeled, hard-
boiled easter eggs swimming in
bright red-purple juice in com-
pany with slices of pickled beets.
A more logical choice to ship
to our Louisiana friends might
be onion-skin-dyed eggs. These,
too, must have Pennsylvania
Dutch roots; most folks have
never heard of the warm-brown-
colored Easter symbols. Again,
Mom made these each Easter,
using the accumulation of
papery-dry onion skins which
had accumulated during their
storage over the winter.
he way Mom made these
,restlted in-a sort of very humble
cougin to the intricately-colored
psanky eggs of Russian culture.
Both are decorated using wax,
the’psanky eggs taking numer-

ous coats of wax and dye baths,
while the onion-skin eggs mere-
ly need to be hard-boiled along
with the onion skins covered
with water. To decorate them,
Mom simply took a crayon and
drew designs on the raw eggs.
As the eggs cooked in the onion-
skins, the wax-covered area
picked up less of the color, leav-
ing the design idelibly lighter
than the warm-brown-dyed sur-
rounding shell.

Perhaps I can blow the con-
tents from a couple of eggs des-
tined for cooking or baking and
omon-skin dye them as an
example. Or ship hard-boiled
ones carefully packed with a Do-
Not-Eat! warning.

Sharing traditional foods - at
least what can be shipped back
and forth - is a delightful way to
partake of distant cultures one
might not otherwise experience.

We may celebrate Easter
with a culture clash; pickled
eggs laced with Tabasco
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Joints Don’t Work?
Lame? Sore? Stiff? Swollen? Get Up!
ZINAXIN -

Clinically Proven to Promote J:‘)mt Health ’
As Seen On National TV
Rheumatologist Recommended -

Satisfaction Guaranteed

+ancaster Farmi ng

Check Out Our
Web site

www.lancasterfarming.com
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¢ No Rust * Smooth Surfaces Available in CALL NOW 1-888-292-4663 v — =
No Paint * Impact Resistant * White o 2 M
No Scraping e Lasting Beauty * lvory at tone enter 859-0773 Ma“ag Wﬂnger
uv Stablhzed ® Non-Fadlng COIOTS ¢ Gray 9900000000060 000000000000000otssa waShers 8 Parts

Quality Workmanship

Product Durability,

Customer Satisfaction
» i

717-354-0524
New Holland PA
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VINYL RAILING
———— SYSTEMS

CLOSED SUNDAYS, NEW YEAR,
EASTER MONDAY, ASCENSION DAY,
WHIT MONDAY, OCT. 11, THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS & DECEMBER 26TH

Invento

Bidding will be taken April 3, 10, 17th,
8am-5pm

RD 2, Box 431, Lewisburg, PA 17837
(Umion Co.)
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1129 GEORGETOWN RD.,
BART, PA 17503

MON.-THURS. 8-5
FRI, 8-8, SAT. 8-12

HAY, STRAW,
PEANUT HULLS

At farm or delivered in any
quantity as you require.

Esbenshade
Turkey Farm

(America’s oldest Since 1858)
Paradise, Pa.
(717) 687-7631

Will not scratch, dent, fade, crack er peel
Easy maintenance - never paint again
No more unsightly rivets and screws
Cooler in summer, warmer in winter
Insulated glass

Gutters anddownspouts

Custom made for your home

Many options available

SANDBLASTING - SPRAY
PAINTING - AERIAL
LADDER EQUIPMENT

The Starlet
. Woodstiue

Consider the warmth and
comfort of a HearthStone
woodstove. With a soapstone
woodstove from HearthStone,
you can be confident that your
family will be warm and cozy.
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* Replacement Windows
and Doors

* Vinyl & Aluminum
Siding

» Seamless Gutters
* Hajf-Round Gutters

» Sofflt & Fascia _ .
Farm Buildings - Feed Mills

Commercial - Industrial
HENRY K. FISHER & SONS, INC.

667 Hartman Statior Road,
Lancaster, PA 17601

(717) 393-6530

1066 Division Highway, 322 East
Ephrata, PA 17522
(717) 733-4973 800-642-0310

www.bowmansstove.com

Call today for a Free Estimate
265 E. Meadow Valley Rd., Lititz, PA 17543
717-733-7160 « 717-627-6886
1-800-247-2107
D v

Financing Available

HOURS Mon., Tues., Wed. 10t0 6
Thurs., Fri. 10 to 8; Sat. 10 to 4




