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❖ Grazing Bits ❖

around the hay was “How did they
make this stuff?”Quality Hay Exhibited

This year, 131 hay samples were
entered in the PFGC Hay Show at
Ag Progress Days. This was an
increase in sample numbers com-
pared with last year.

In addition, the hay samples m
this year’s show were similar in
quality to those of past years when
conditions were better for making
quality hay.

The visual appearance of most
samples was very good. The quality
analysis averaged across all sam-
ples was crude protein = 18.0 per-
cent acid detergent fiber (ADF) = 34
percent; neutral detergent fiber
(ADF) = 53 percent; and relative
feed value (calculated from ADF and
NDF) = 110.

The relative feed value was 1
point greater than last year.
Numerous exhibitors and visitors at
the Hay Show commented on the
green and leafy appearance of many
samples. A common comment heard

The champion in the “field cured”
and division was Robert Oswald
from Nazareth, with an entry of
later cutting alfalfa. The champion
in the heat dried division was again
Robert Bieber from Nazareth, with
an entry of pure alfalfa. Oswald has
been the champion in this division
for seven consecutive years. Don
Myers, from Spring Mills, was the
champion in the “preservatives
added” division with a later cutting
of pure alfalfa.

Kura Clover:
Is It For Pennsylvania?

Research by the Agronomy
Department atPenn State University
is evaluating Kura clover for adapt-
ability, production, and persistence
under Pennsylvania conditions.
This research was initiated because
ofpositive reports aboutKura clover
in other states.

Kura clover is a perennial legume
that has a deep, branching taproot
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and also produces rhizomes. Under
other climatic and soil conditions,
Kura clover has persisted well even
under frequent grazing. It tolerates
poor drainage better than red clover
or white clover, and can survive
drought conditions by going dor-
mant.

The above ground portion ofKura
clover is very leafy and high in feed-
ing value. In recently completed
grazing research in Minnesota,

PFGC Announces Award
(Continued from Page 23)

before adopting completely. He
turns the cows into a new paddock
after each milking and currently has
a herd average of +19,000 pounds
per year. He has stabilizedthe cattle
lane ways to minimize erosion and o
make it easier for the cows going to
and coming from the pastures. Mr.
Martin was instrumental in starting
and continues to be a driving force
in the Franklin County Grazers
group, he is actively involved in
many farm organizations and is a
strong advocate of grazing in
Pennsylvania.

-Duane & June Hertzler, Perry
Co. Duane and June Hertzler milk
150 Holsteins on their 320-acre
Perry County Farm. Prior to 1994,
they grew corn and alfalfa on all
their cropland plus 400-500 acres of
rented land. In 1994, they made the
decision to go to intensive grazing.
Since then they have converted all
of their land (275 acres) to intensive
grazing. A few of the changes they
have made since converting to graz-
ing are installed shale lane ways,

Kura clover averaged 97 percent
leaves, 25 percent crude protein,
and 83 percent digestibility.

However , Kura clover is not pro-
ductive during the establishment
year. Three years may be required
before stands reach full forage pro-
duction potential. The plant sacri-
fices herbage production early in its
development in order to invest in a
strong root-rhizome system which
will support favorable herbage
yields.

installed a portable water system to
provide water in all paddocks,
fenced streams and installed cattle
crossings, and increaseduse of mov-
able polywire fence for improved
management of pastures and cows.
Duane and Junehave also been very
cooperative in hosting field days on
their farm and sharing their experi-
ences with others. Duane is speak-
ing at this year’s Grazing and Forage
Conference.

-Lewis & Ben Hawley, Susquehanna
Co. Lewis and Ben Hawley seasonally
milk 75 cows on their 140-acre grazing
operation in Susquehanna County. The
cows freshen in the springto match the
pasture season and are milked in a
newly constructed double-10 parlor.
The Hawleys have implemented
numerous practices to improve their
pasture and herd management. They
continue to focus on optimizingpasture
production and utilization as a way to
increase animal performance. Their
farm recently received the Dairy of
Distinction and Conservation farmer of
the Year awards.

Take A Close Look At Lht
Call For Demo

There are reasons why LELY has been a leading manufacturer of Hay Equip,
in Europe for decades.
If you are grazing cattle and have short, fine hay to cut, rake, bale & wrap
talk to LELY. It’s a subject they understand well.

Welger RP2OO Baler j
The Successful Roll Baler For Demanding
Farmers & Contractors
Highly Compressed Bales From Edge To Core
The Most Effective Method for Hay, Straw &

Silage

Hydraulically Operated Cut & Tie System
Efficient Dispenser Which Maximizes Film
Usage
Patented Ground Supported Damper System
Three Models & Features To SuitYour
Requirements

Are -jwen
• 3 Pt. Units

igle, irect Drive
vailab;

MARTIN’S FARM SUPPLY
• J&L and Well-Built Feeders Creencastie, PA . EZ Hutch
• Cargill Seed 717-597-4283 • Silage Bags
• Gates 717-369-5702 • Bunker Covers
• Freestalls 10 Yrs. of High Moisture Baling • Sunfilm Stretch Wrap
• Headlocks & Wrapping Experience • Cow Mattresses


