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What’s Happening On PA Dairy Farms

(Continued from Page 20)

The survey respondents estimated their
cows averaged 17,476 pounds of milk
per year. Only 12.0% of the herds
averaged less than 14,000 pounds per
cow. Higher milk production per cow is
definitely common as 22.9% of the
herds averaged more than 20,000
pounds per cow. More than half (51.7%)
of the herds averaged between 16,000
and 20,000 pounds per cow.

Most dairy producers raise at least some
of their feed. The farms responding to
the survey averaged 222 acres of
cropland and pasture. However,

the median farm acreage was only 160
acres. The average farm size was
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significantly affected by several farms
cropping at least 1000 acres. Over
one-fourth (26.9%) of the farms had
fewer than 100 acres. Only 12.5% of the
farms were greater than 400 acres. A
very small portion (0.6%) of the state's
herds reported having no cropland and
buying all feed for their cows.

Crop acreage on Pennsylvania dairy farms
is divided evenly between corn
and grass/alfalfa hay (Table 2).

Remaining acreage is generally made up
of permanent pasture. The farms
averaged 80 acres of corn, 77.3 acres of
hay, and 25.7 acres of permanent
pasturc. Average farm acreage is
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significantly greater than median crop
acres because of the number of farms
that reported small acreage or no corn,
hay, or permanent pasture acreage and
by farms with large crop acreage. The
importance of hay and corn are
emphasized by the fact that only 6.1%
and 4.2%, respectively, of the farms
reported no corn or hay acreage.
Permanent pasture is less important as
14.6% of the farms reported no pasture
acreage and fully 39.0% reported 10
acres or less of permanent pasture.
Grazing hay fields is not very common as
64.8% of the farms did not graze hay
fields and only 13.8% grazed more than
20 acres of their hay fields.

Other crop acreage was minimal on most
farms and was planted primarily to
soybeans and small grains.

Table 2. Average and median crop
acreage on Pennsylvania dairy farms

1997).

Crop Average Median Precent
Acres  Acres  Reporting

Corn 80.6 50 6.1

Alfalfa/ 77.3 50 4.2

Grass Hay

Permanent 25.7 18 14.6

Pasture

Summary: The survey results indicate a
average herd size of 65.3 cows per farm
and a median herd size of 52 cows. The
state has many small herds with 25.4%
of the farmers managing less than 40
cows. However, 74.6% of the herds are
producing more than 16,000 pounds
per cow. Most farms have a fairly even
distribution of con and hay. Median
crop acreage is much smaller than
average crop acreage. Only 61.0% of the
dairy producers reported more than 10
acres of permanent pasture.

Robert L. Parsons, Seruor Research Associate
Dept. of Agnc. Education and Rural Socwology
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To learn more about Golden Harvest’s
Smart Seed and exclusive Agronomy Up Front™ information,
visit us at the Keystone Farm Show in York, PA Jan. 5-6 1999.

Bring this ad.with you to the Show and receive a FREE gift.
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GENERATORS
Sales * Service % Rentals
* Complete Generator Systems
* PTO * Portables * 2-1600 KW
“We Service It If You Have It
And Sell It If You Need It”
34 W. Mohler Church Rd.
Ephrata, PA 17522
Tel: 717-738-0300
Fax: 717-738-4329

A Complete Line for
Northeast Agriculture

3900 Mcintyre Rd.,,
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Phone: 1-800-836-3701
Fax. 607-387-5789 . '




