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(Continued from Page 17) written farm plans. The results indicate
a wide variation of herd size and milk
production per cow of the farms using
individual technologies (Table 1).

WHAT'S HAPPENING ON
PENNSYLVANIA DAIRY FARMS?
Partn

This month we are presenting
information on the technologies being
used on Pennsylvania dairy farms. This is
the second set ofresults from a 1997
mail survey by the Department of
Agricultural Economics and Rural
Sociology of Pennsylvania dairy farmers.
The 874 dairy farmers responding to the
survey averaged 65.3 cows per farm and
17,476 pounds of milk sold per cow.

Please keep in mind that the use of a
certain technology does not necessarily
mean greater profitability. More than half
(56.5%) ofPennsylvania's dairy farmers
use a bam pipeline milking system. The
results indicated that 18.3% of the
farmers use a milking parlor while
25.1% of the farmers continue to use
milker pails. As would be expected, the
average herd size on farms using milking
parlors is more than 3 times larger then

Each farmer was asked what type of
milking system was used on the farm,
and if they used automatic takeoffs, TMR,
DHIA, bST, personal computers, or
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Designed fora new generation of custom applicator, the L-20208T dual
spinner dry fertilizer and ag-hme spreader features an easy-to-use

Mark 111 ground speed control system for adjusting application rates on
the go, and a highly-advanced, corrosion-resistant paint system with
fully welded and caulked hopper construction. The L-2020GT also

features a stainless steel “turnkleen” idler pulley that insures proper
belt tracking anda newly-designed stainless steel product flow divider

for an even more precise placement of material.
Mounts On Vehicles With Highway, Semi orFlotation Tires

We provide Parts and Service on New Leader Spreaders

What’s Happening On PA Dairy Farms
herd size of farms using milker pails and
2 times larger than the herds size of
farms using a bam pipeline. Dairy farms
using milkingparlors or bam pipelines
average more than 1,850 pounds of milk
per cow than farms using milker pails.
However, there is little difference in
milk production per cow between cows
milked in milking parlors and cows
milked with bam pipelines. In addition,
automatic takeoffs are used on 16.2%
of the state's dairy farms. These farms
tended to have larger herd size and
greater milk production per cow.

(Turn to Page 20)
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Since I started testing my herd with
Pennsylvania DHIA , I have saved hundreds.

Here is how I did it;
Using PADHIA’s Somatic Cell report I identified problem cows
and lowered my cell count from 400,000 to 200,000. Saving me
4,200.00 per year.

The Milk Urea Nitrogen (MUN) test shows me ifmy herd is
utilizing the protein correctly. With this report and the help of my
nutritionist I am able to save on valuable protein loss, and to help
with breeding problems that high MUN levels can cause.

Herd Reproductive Management has helped me to lower my
average days open. Any cows open over one hundred days cost
three dollars per day per cow.

By tracking my milk production I stopped over feeding my cows.
By saving two lbs. of grain per day @ 10 dollars per cwt on a 70-
cow herd saved me 5,110.00 Dollars a year.

Pennsylvania DHIA technicians are the very best. Giving me the
quality service I need.

TRUST THE DHIA WITH EXPERIENCE
PENNSYLVANIA DHIA

www.dhia.osu.edu
1-800-DHI-lIST
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