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National Farmers Organization Supports
USDA Plan To Require Livestock Price Reporting

AMES, lowa National
Earner’s Organization recently
commented on a new USDApro-
posal that has the potential to
raise livestock producer pay
prices. This comes as good news
to farmers andranchers who are
coping with the worst prices in
decades.

be taken for markets to be open,
fair and competitive, so produc-
ers have reliable, accurate infor-
mation to make decisions about
how they market their hogs and
cattle.

transaction price not be reported
to public or private reporting
services.

“Price reporting is only the
first step, however,” Paul said.
“It has always been our position
that simply requiring livestock
salesreporting without address-
ing the issue of captive supply
won’t totally solve the problem.”

A captive supply of cattle the
packer in some way owns or is
able, through contracts, to dic-
tate the formula that prices
those cattle.

Other recommendations
National Farmers made fit with
the USDA’sAdvisory Committee
on Agricultural Concentration
about the collection and report-
ing ofmarket information.

“For some time now, National
Farmers has supported a peti-
tion filed by the Western
Organization Resource Council
and 1,500 other individuals and
organizations. That petition,
given to USDA, pushes for the
departmentto eliminate captive
cattle supplies in the industry. It
is our position that this would
compliment the required live-
stock price reporting,” Paul said.

The public comment period
concerning the proposed action
ended Dec. 9.

“Part of the problem in
today’s depressed livestock
prices could be attributed to the
price reporting issue,” Paul said.
“Mandatory price reporting
would have no impact on quality
and has the potential to raise
the prices paid to producers.”

The new rule, which would
require all livestock purchase
prices to be reported, was first
proposed in September. USDA
invited public testimony on the
subject to assess the need for
regulatory action.

“Our organizationbelieves all
livestock sale prices should be
reported - there shouldn’t be
discrimination or selective price
reporting,” said Gene Paul,
National Farmers president.
“It’s one of the steps that need to

The Packers and Stockyards
Administration received com-
plaints from producers about the
pricing practice as early as 1991.
Just this year, USDA expressed
concern about the fact that some
livestock transactions are condi-
tioned on an agreement that the
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Remember Christ our Savior,
was born on Christmas Day.

It’s our privilege to have you as our customers.
Thanks, friends.
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SYCAMORE IND. PARK
255 PLANE TREE DRIVE
LANCASTER, PA 17603

(717) 393-5807
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1592 Old Line Rd., Manheim, PA 1

(717) 665-6960

LANCASTER D.H.I.A. a
PcDart

A Winning Combinatii
If you have a computer and want a Dairy Rt

Program
Consider the PcDart Advantage

• A proven program used by 1700 Dairym
across the U.S.

• Low cost rental available
• Free set-up and support
• Free upgrades

For more information about this powerful man,
tool call Lancaster D.H.I.A.

Lancaster D.H.I.A. serves Southeai
and Southcentral Pennsylvani,

Come and kneel before the manger;
Come and worship Christ the King
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Come and lay your all before Him /(v
hFor He is Lord of everything. jj^
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A Special Thank-You To Our Gusto:
for the privelege to design and

build your new facilities in 1998

May God bless your 1999 season.

KING CONSTRUCTION
601 Overly Grove Rd, New Holland, PA 1

7X7-354-4740
Custom Design And Construction Of.
Dairy Barns, Heifer Facilities, Horse Barns, Equipment Sheds, Etc
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