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which was essentially read by the
presenters withsome common lan-
guage explanation where consid-
ered necessary, “USDA and EPA
will develop a virtual center with
the goal of creating a single point
ofreference for both agencies, the,
individual producers, the livestock
industry, and the general public. ...

The virtual center will consist
of a website to be maintained by
personnel from both USDA and
EPA where research results, anal-
yses, comments and responses to
the research and scholarly papers
cm the research project or related
information would be available to
all.”

Also to be established is a
national AFO information and
research working group com-
prised, in theory, of staff from
‘appropriate’ offices ofthe USDA
and EPA, and any other federal
agencies that may be able to pro-
vide help.

Also of concern in the Unified
Strategy is encouraging industry
leadership in helping farm opera-
tors to comply and attain nutrient
management planning and
controls.
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The gist ofthis issueseemstobe
how to get the larger controlling
industries to exercise subtle inter-
nalpressureon farmowners tovol-
untarily comply with nutrient
management.

“Anexample isthe Comprehen-
sive Environmental Framework
for Pork Production Operations,
recommended by the National
Environmental Dialogue on Pork
Production,” the document states.

(Just as Pennsylvania agricul-
ture aggressively and proactively
helped create and support nutrient
management laws in orderto avoid
a probable future ofproblem laws
createdmainly under the influence
ofanti-agricultural forces, some of
the commodity groups and sub-
groups have also adopted internal
codes of environmental conduct,
inan effortto preempt government
intrusion and outsider oversight)

“The National Pork Producers
Council is recommending that the
framework would apply to all
commcerialpork production oper-
ations. The poultry industry is cur-
rently conducting a similar dia-
logue. These industry-led initia-
tives can significantly increase the
voluntary adoption of CNMPs to

protect water quality."
Along this same line, the docu-

ment states, “USDA and EPA will
work with industry, in particular
integrators, to identify opportuni-
ties for greater industry involve-
ment in pollution prevent This
could include the integrators pro-
viding technical, educational, and
financial assistance to producers
and/or requiring CNMPs in con-
tracts with producers."

Other suggested actions for sti-
mulating "industry leadership"
include setting up manure broker-
ing networks; establishing an AFO
owner/operator peer network;
work with industry (starting in
2001) to spread information on
revised NPDES regulations; and
encourage dialogueon the benefits
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of using manure, fertilizer and
human waste water treament
sludge (biosolids).

Further, the strategy suggests
using commodity producer check-
off programs designed to
increaseconsumption through bet-
ter marketingandpromotion as
ameans toraise money for conser-
vation purposes, as authorized
under the 1996 Farm Bill.

Working on getting all agencies
that are involved in nutrient man-
agement planning together on
sharing information is another
issue of concern addressed in the
strategy and discussed during last
week’s meeting.

This issue addresses a major
concern among agricultural

producers the privacy of
information.

While USDA information
gatheredon voluntary planning is
not to be shared with the general
public, the operations requiring
EPA NPDES permits are public
record.

While there is no proposed
attempt to change that, the gist of
the proposal is for all parties to be
aware of sensitivities.

The seventh issue is perfor-
mance measures and
accountability.

(Continued next week with
comments of some of those who
testified.)
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