Lancaster Farming, Saturday, November 21, 1998-A21

Is the herd bull spreading infections”
Are cows carrying diseases that suppress their immune systems”?
Were cows properly vaccinated?

Consider using hormone therapy to help flush infections out of cows' reproductive tracts and
prepare them for insemunation, 1t might be cheaper and more effective than dotng rectals

D AIRY F ARM - Is the breeding probiem related to heat detection, semen handling, and inseminating techniques?
Constder programmed breeding 1n an effort to bring groups of cows into heat at one ime It
M AN A GEMENT @ creates more sexual activity, concentrates heat detection time, and makes heats easier to detect
h Cows are most active between 6 pm and6am Watch cows for heat twice a day, between
BASICS . these hours, when they are not preoccupied with other activities such as eating
Consider using heat detection aids, such as marking the rumps with crayon, using

A Farm Management Course by : pressure pad sensors on the rumps, motion detectors, etc
Glenn A. Shirk Check uml‘ng of insemunation and nsemunating techniques
Penn State Extension Agent Discuss thése concemns with your veterinanan and your Al technician
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Table 1 Pregnancy Success Rates and Calving Intervais

Pregnancy Success - Anticle 24 Examples
No 1 No 2 Yours
% heats detected (decimal) 053 080
The last article focused on setting reproductive goals and calving intervals  Setung goals 1s easy, but
accomplishing them can be a challenge, because "things" don't always go as planned % services that conceived (decimal) x 038 x 060 X
Pregnancy success % (expressed as a decimal) 020 048
In Table 1, examples | and 2 compare what happens when there is a problem with heat detection and No heat penods needed per conception 5 2
conception rates In example 1, heat detection rate was only 53% and if only 38% of those heats resulted (1 0 ~ the breeding success rate, above)
1n a pregnancy (conception rate), the overall pregnancy success rate was only 20%' In other words, only Days per heat peried x _21 x 21 x 21
1/5 of the heats resulted 1n a pregnancy At that rate 1t will take 105 days beyond the volunteer waiting Days needed beyond VWP 10 concerve 105 42
until you get cows settled That transiates into 165 days open and a 15 month calving interval Each extra
day open can cost you about $2 50 Thus, the extra 2-month delay could cost you $140 per lactation or Volunteer waiing penod (days) + _60 + _60 +
$113 per cow per year' If you are aiming for a 13 month calving interval, as 1lustrated 1n example 2, Days open 165 102
you'll need to have an 80 /% heat detection rate and a 60% conception rate, or some combination thereof Gestation period + 281 + 281 + 281
Calving interval - days 446 383
So, what goals do you need to set for yourself to attain the pregnancy success rate you want? Are you on Goal - days (mo x 30 days) - 390 390 -
track with the goals you have set? When things are not going nght, what can you do to help improve the Extra days open 56 0 —_—
reproductive performance of your herd” Here are a few things to consider Calving interva, - months (days — 30) 149 28
- Is the breeding problem nutntion related? Check the energy balance of the ration, the flesh Geal - months 130 130 .
condition of the cows, and mulk urea nitrogen (MUN) levels  Cows don't concerve very well when Extra days open 56 0
they are 1n negative energy balance; when the ration 1s out of balance, or when urea nitrogen levels Cost per extra day open ($) x 250 x 250 x
are high . Cost per cow - per lactation 140 0
- Is the breeding problem caused by heat stress? If so, plan your breeding and calving seasons - perye ar? 113 0
accordingly, or take measures to protect cows from heat stess I e
- Is the breeding problem caused by infections and diseases? If cows' have calving difficulties and Foot notes
retained placentas, and 1f matermity areas are unsanitary, the nisk of uterine infections increases

I VWP = volunteer waiting peniod (days to wait atter calving before breeding)
2 Cost per year = cost per lactation x 12 mo - actual calving inierval 1n mo
Check the sanitation of the maternity area”

BARENBRUG Forages For Profit

Increasing Your Per Acre‘ Yield of Digestible Forages Is The Best Way To Lower Feed Costs And Boost Profits

Baralfa 54

| visld and excellent disease For ninety years BARENBRUG has excelled worldwide in plant
d f tional yield and excellent di . ) ’ ) .
rsgnggicse“ if’.i ;avr:gglros:;es}:h y?;lgl)r(xcgeealﬁety th very fast regrowth after breeding and seed production, constructing breeding stat.|ons and test
uting Baralfar? . dﬁsﬂayslgbovehav: ;asg%eﬁ?::ss ::rd acre | persistent I plots throughout widely varied climatic zones. Our expertise will
as had yieias as hig : N .
Dormancy of 5, Winterhardiness of 4 provide you with scientifically adapted forage grasses perfectly suited
means more 5th Cuttings to any location.
Table 8. 1995 alfalfa vanety tnal-Landisville . . .
= T 1o 199657 _Sund Baralfa 32 1Q Top Milk Yields Per Acre In Wis.
\B/aArI'?e:I/_FA 54 2%1(7’ 723'(’(1) A;es;:‘q%; 0/2;/39; Baralfa 32 1Q was bred specifically for Increased Quality, and
2 790 780 () 775 (2) 754 combines excellent persistence, winterhardiness, and top-notch
WL 324 755 708 () 743 (8 757 disease resistance (DRI of 29/30) with exceptional yields (7.52 tons
ABT 405 758 691 (13 725 (6) 737 per acre sum of four cuttings in Penn State trials). AQapted throughout
WRI?JUE?OR z gig 232 ég; ;"1‘3 §3§ g? the dairy states of northern U.S. and Canada, and it is a top choice for
+ . .
TMP GENERATOR 734 713 (5)  7.24 (1) 732 leading dairy producers who want the most out of their feed.
5312 729 689 (15)  7.09 (11) 73.9
8
DOMINATOR T Gors  ces(ly 72 Baridana Orchardgrass. Matua Bromegrass. can
i AR o S (1:) Z?,Z Very productive. A few days later  utilize more N than any other
705 (8)  7.11 : '
\AVRLESESHHED ;(1)? 697 (1(1; 7-0(2) ﬁg; ;8 g in Maturity than Pennlate and grczssc.i & White CI
SUPERCUTS 704 676 (21) 6.9 . : L . Re ite Clovers
ONIEDA VR 702 700 (9) 7.01(14) 707 much better digestibility . oy - Foscus
MULTIQUEEN 701 710 (6)  7.06(12) 67.6 : .
PRISM 2 693 684 (18)  6.89(20) 721 rdarass. « Annual Ryegrass
O | B e o e« Posture Blonds for Grazing
WL 332 SR . : . X _
ARFINITY +2 g7 6% 27)  &r0(2) 723 better digestibility than Pennlate.
DIVIDEND 682  6.98 (10)  6.90(17) 68.3 : ) _ o
WL 252 HQ 682 681 (19)  6.82(23) 70.3 Timothy. High ,V'e'd'”g egrly
ALFASTAR 676 98 eeT(EN) £9° B.G. 34 Ryegrass. Ablend of 3  and late maturing varieties.
HAYGRAZER 675  6.89 (14)  6.82(22) 71.3 . \ : .
. SARANAC AR 6.71 6.61 (24)  6.66 (26) 69.7 late maturing Perenr.ual VERY COMPETITIVE
MAGNUM III-WET  6.51 6.54 (26)  6.53(27) 734 Ryegrasses for grazing. PRICING
Egt? o ngg;\ N Z);g g'ig gﬁgg 73'3 “If we had to do it over again, we
CV(ox.,()p_' 519 435 4.23 4.0 would plant at least 60 percent of AARON M. KING SEEDS
50 Si?a:\gtles?érgfﬂ;éggzg?f?erence our farm in BG-34 with Alice Fair;iewdFruitlFarm
- Virds (1 per' ' ’ 96 Paradise Lane
. % most White Clover. ,
. \z:g:g: Sé%?ga‘t)eeé ?ecgr)?eite:\%éem s%?nuc;?%our cuttings each year RUSS Kin Ronks, P A ,I 7 57 2
« Stand score based on a scale from 1 to 100 A 100 1s considered to be - g Answering Service:
o, o o LoD s et ltatrn Out of 6 Ryegrass variéfies B.G. 17687 6224
. e .

1-800-435-5296
= NO. 1 ALFALFA IN PENN STATE TRIAL



