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tort to put control back into the
hands of the taxpayer.

“This is not justa Farm Bureau
issue. It’s a rural and taxpayers’
issue. We’re the vehicle to drive it
home,” Sheesley said.

Under Act SO, each school dis-
trict would choose whether or not
to change the basis for taxation
from land ownership to income.
Nuisance taxes would be elim-
inated, including occupational
taxes. Citizens can petition for a
public vote should the school dis-
trict decide not to change. Shees-
ley said farmers are hit harder un-

der the present tax system because
they own the land and do not al-
ways see an increase in income.
Act SO would not conflict with
Clean and Green or the Home-
stead Act

LEWISTOWN (Mifflin Co.)
Members of the Mifflin County
Farm Bureau met at Boss’s Steak
and Sea House in Lewistown re-
cently to adopt policy, elect direc-
tors, and to leant more about Act
50, the Taxpayers’ Local Control
Act

Sheesley recognized President
Mark Ellinger and Membership
Chairman Ken Loht with Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation
membership awards. Loht signed
up more than 20 new members in
1998.

According to Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau Organiza-
tional Director Roger Sheesley,
Act SO would provide for taxation
based on ability to pay, not on
land ownership. The act is an ef-

Member Relations Director El-
rose Click recognized Helen Kirk
for her efforts as county newslet-
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ter editor and county information
director andKen Loht as member-
ship chairman. He asked members
to look aheada few years and pre-
sent ideas for MCFB’s 50th anni-
versary celebration.

honesty, integrity, and many years
of good communication.

The members adopted the fol-
lowing policies: 1. We recom-
mend the Limited Winery Act be
amended to allow 25 percent non-
Pennsylvania grapes to be used for
wine production in accordance
with the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms regulations; 2.
We recommend that Mifflin
County School Board investigates
Act SO and use it as a starting
point to instigate local property
tax reform.

State Director Wayne Freeman
presented bonus and co-op checks
to Membership Chairman Ken
Loht and MCITI President Mark
Ellinger. Kent Spicher, Marlin
Dunmire, and Orville Heister
were elected to serve three-year
terms on the Mifflin County Farm
Bureau board.

Legislative Chairman Dave Esh
presented Senator Gorman with a
basket filled with Mifflin County .
products in appreciation for his
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