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Dairyman to Dairyman willbe a
regularly appearing column by
George Cudoc, consulting dairy-
manfor PA DHIA. Contact him by
calling the PA DHIA Service Cen-
ter at (800) 344-8378, or him
directly at (724) 625-8971; fax
(724) 625-8972; e-mail:
GCudoc@yi.net
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QUESTION: Wc have noticed
that the percent of new infections
in our herd SCC has doubled the
last three months. Where should
we look to find the cause of this?

ANSWER: SCC increases dur-
ing the summer months are cer-
tainly not new to Pennsylvania
dairymen.

High humidity, probably more
than high temperatures, is the
hardest thing on udder health.
Couple the two and we have cows
that haveonly one thing inmind, to
keep cool. It’s a wonder that cVety
cow doesn’t develop problems.

To look further into this herd’s
specific problem, we observe that
from August 1,1997, through May
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1,1998, the herd averaged 9.5new
infections per test period, orabout
7 percent of the herd.

This information can be found
on the SCC managementreport as
well as Herd Summary 11.

August 1998 shows these num-
bers increaseing to 17 new infec-
tions or 12 percent of the herd.

Finding solutions to these kinds
ofproblems requires us to pinpoint
target areas.

Try not to panic and make
wholescale changes, but rather
take small steps to ease the
problem.

Look at the bottom right comer
of Herd Summary II to sec a SCC
profile of cows by days in milk.

When examiningthis section of
the herd in question, one very
important detail is observed that
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maymap a direction insolving this
problem in August 1998 there
arc a total of 21 cows in the 0-40
days in milk catagory. Of these 21
most recently fresh cows, seven
are observed with new infections.
Where are they becoming
infected?

Infected cows on the first test
daymost likelybecome infected in
one of three periods:

1. First two weeks following
drying off.

2. During the springer period.
3. First two weeks aftercalving.

This herd also indicates that six
ofthe 21 fresh animals are heifers.
Fifty percent of these heifers were
infected. With heifers not going
through a dry period and a high

rate of infection, we can’t elimi-
nate the diy cow period as a prob-
lem, but I’m inclined to concen-
trate on the springer and post-
calving periods.

Doing CMTs on fresh cows
indicated infection already at calv-
ing, so now we can lookat the 3- to
4-weck pre-fresh period.

Questions were raised about
animal concentration and comfort,
as well as bedding choice and
cleanliness, in this herd.

Unfortunately, for this herd, or
otherslike it, infections during this
period are the mostprofit-robbing.

The estimated 1.5-pound milk
loss per day by a 1-liner SCC code
increase can be as much as 2- to
3-times this loss in early lactation.

(Turn to Page A3l)

The 2,000 Computer Bug Crisis Is Much
Worse Than You Think and Earlier

Top authorities say it can’t be fixed in time. Prepare to live without
electricity. Grow your own food and herbs, and extra for the
hungry who have no vision. Matt. 25:44 to end, Prov. 10:21.
Stores become empty in 3 days after a crisis like this when truck
drivers don’t get paid and are afraid of being robbed or killed.
Very interesting LEHMANS Non-electric hardware is selling out
already on many items. Catalogue $3.00, Canada $4.00. Address
P.O. Box 41, Kidron OH 44636. Phone busy. Many items from oil
lamps to windmill and solar.
Dry your fruit and vegetables. Takes no fuel, no electricity. Saves
vitamins over other ways. We have 3 kinds of dryers about $4O to
$6O. Ask for brochure. “Grow non-hybrid Garden Seed” booklet
$3.50. About 30 pages or more (updated monthly) 2,000
Computer Bug crisis literature $ll.OO Prepare for a Food Crisis
booklet $2.00. All postpaid. The crisis will come suddenly 1 Thes
5:2,3 but not unaware by those truth believers, verses 4,5. Dan.
12:1, Isa. 30: 13,14. If you do not prepare for your children, when
they get hungry they can say “Where is your God.” Joel 2:17.
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