Page 6—Dairy of Distinction Supplement to Lancaster Farming, Saturday, July 25, 1998

Dairy
of

Distinction

KIEFFER FARMS INC.

*

Kieffer Farms Inc. is a partnership between a father and two sons.
The operation has two farmhouses, and 200 owned acres, and
another 100 rented acres. The operation is located along Stauser
Road, south of Lenhartsville. The father is Robert Kieffer, and he and
wife Gladys live in the seven-bedroom 1883 farmhouse that serves
as partnership headquarters. Son Ken, 44, and his wife Rosemary
live off the farm, and son Richard, 45, lives in another farmhouse. A
couple hundred yard macadamed farm tane is edged with white vinyl
fencing. A farm sign is at the mouth. Pasture stretches from the road
front back to the farm buildings, and a stone wall with flowers is at
the main farmhouse. Robert does a lot of landscaping and mainte-
nance. They have a large yard. The 65-head, mostly grade Holstein
herd averages more than 20,000 pounds milk, and are kept in an old-
er bank barn with 62 tie-stalls. There is an attatched pole building
with bunk feeder on one side and loose housing on the other. The dry

cows use the loose housing during the winter and spend the sum-

mer on pasture. On the farm where Richard lives, there is a pole barn
with side vents like a tobacco barn that is used for heifers. As many
do, they keep about the same number of replacement animals as
milking. All the buildings are painted white. There are two stave
silos — an 18-by-60 silo for haylage, and a 20-by-60 for corn silage.
They feed the cows a mixture of corn silage and haylage, and feed
grain in the barn. They depend on some grazing for the cows, but
don’t use intensive grazing per se, instead treating the fresh forage
as a supplement. A stream courses through the pasture. “To be a
good farmer means dedication, a lot of hard work and time,” Robert
said. Being accepted into the Dairy of Distinction program means “...
pride in having a nice-looking place.” While they’re yet to feel the
pressure, there’s residential development about a mile away.

Congratulations

Dairy

of Distinction
Award Winners

Distinction

Bou-Matic Equipment & Systems Helping You
Improve Your Bottom Line '

Perfect your dairy SN,

operation...

With the Bou-Matic
Perfection 3000 milk meter.

Unsurpassed milk measurement
accuracy That’s what the Perfection
offers you But that's not all you

get

¢ Small, compact design

* Simple, non-motorized
operation

* Built-in milk conductivity sensor.

Of course, what really matters in a milk meter is how
accurate 1t 1s. And that’s what the Perfection excels at.

Plus, if you use the Perfection milk meter in conjunction

- L UMATIC

The Dairy Equipment Division
of DEC International inc

with the ProVantage Integrated
Management System, you've
just added an endless amount
of management possibilities

Because good companions are
hard to come by...

Bou-Matic introduces its
new Companion Portable
Stall Barn Detacher

Finaily. A portable detacher that
mitks your cows as reliably as a
faithful companion. Plus the
companion offers other great
features like:

¢ Full-flow sensing and
non-restrictive shut-off that
reduces vacuum fluctuation
and vacuum drop, so cows
are milked faster

¢ Programmable, filtered
alternating pulsation, so you are !
able to customize your herd’s milko@t :

* Adjustable letdown delay, to help ‘
prévent premature detaches

*

The Companion portable detacher.
Dependable, reliable, faithful.
Only from Bou-Matic.

The Dairy Equipment Division
of DEC international inc

We Can Help Improve Your Dairy Business.... See One Of These Dealers Now.

JONES - DAIRY WandJ
SERVICE
Massey, MD Oxford, Pa

1-800-801-2082 717-529-2569

301-416-7340

TRI-STATE DAIRY-
DAIRY SALES FARM AUTOMATION
Hagerstown,

PRINGLE McNEAL
FEED STORE FARM
Greenville, PA SERVICE
412-588-7950 Towanda, Pa

717-364-5640

LINK, INC.
Meadville, PA
814-724-5011




