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LATE SUMMER ALFALFA
SEEDING TIME IS NEAR

Warren C. Thompson
National Forage Specialist

AgriPro Seeds Inc.

farmers have been using for years that
help.

1. Seed early. Alfalfa needs six to
eight weeks of growing time before a
hard freeze. This gives the plants time
to grow and get robust enough to with-
stand ravages of winter and normally
resist invasion of slow growth and
week plant related diseases, especially
sclerotinia crown and stem rot. Then
the following spring/early summer,
harvests will expect to be much more
abundant and ready to harvest in the
desired stages of maturity for high
quality hay, silage, and grazing. Seed-
ings made later than the above win-
dow should be delayed until next
spring. Should the ground be prepared
and ready for seeding and the moisture
is not present, thus delaying seeding,
an option is to seed winter wheat at 75
percent of normal rate for winter cov-
er. Then in the spring, no-till seed the

Heavy rains and cooler-than-
normal temperatures throughout most
of the Northeast (and the nation as a
whole) has caused many farmers to
miss or greatly reduce their spring al-
falfa seedings this year.

Seedings can be quite successful
when made in the late summer and
early fall. Problems is seeding this
time of year hinge on getting the
ground ready and the seed in the
ground early to grow sufficiently to
counter harsh weather and possible
disease invasions.

Is there an accepted prescription for
success at this season? I doubt it
depends on who’s talking. But there
are some practices that successful

CHEMGRO SI2OOO
Making great silage and haylage isn't

easy. You have to beat the weather, the
natural ups and downs of good and bad
crop years, mold, and spoilage. Then you
have to worry about what it cost you to feed
silage for the value you received.

Chemgro silage inoculants SI 2000 and SI
2000ws can eliminate a lot of the
guesswork. Designed to allow you to
choose dry or water applications, either
products will add quality and silage mileage
no matter what your crop.

You get fast-dropping ph, rapidly-rising
lactic acid production, and quicker
fermentation than you find in both untreated
silage or crops treated with other inoculant
brands.

The result is silage that is more palatable
for the cows, higher in total nutrients, and
that contains more total digestible dry
matter - a higherreturn on your investment.

Call us today to find out more about
Chemgro SI 2000 and SI 2000ws silage
inoculants and applicators.

Adds pure feeding power to ensiled:
• Alfalfa Silage • Corn Silage

• High-Moisture Grains

Chemgro P.O. Box 218
East Petersburg, PA 17520-0218

1 (800) 346-4769 (GROW)
717-569-3296

BOOST SILAGE MILEAGE
Chemgro

PROP PLUS
for High-Value Haylage
& High Moisture Corn
Chemgro’s Prop Plus is the power

qdditive for quality Haylage and High
Moisture Corn you’ve been waiting for.
Prop Plus’s two breakthrough bacteria
produce proprionic acid that:

• Keeps the crop fresh throughout
fermentation.

• Kills yeast and molds that cause
spoilage.

• Promotes lactic acid production tor
thorough fermentation.

• Keeps ph low to keep nutrition levels
high.

alfalfa into the wheat following the
no-till prescription found at your
county extension office.

2. Before even planning a seeding
date test the soil and apply the
needed lime and fertilizers recom-
mended. The ideal pH for alfalfa is 6.5
to 7.5. If the pH is lower than this but
not lower than 6.2, you might want to
consider using 500 to 1,000 pounds of
finely ground or hydrated lime lightly
worked into the soil ahead of seeding
to “hold the seeding” until the recom-
mendedrates of ag lime has time to al-
ter the pH to the desired level.

3. Ifyou ar making a seeding “from
scratch,” prepare a clean, well-firmed
seedbed that will retain moisture and
help you prevent burying the seed. By
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PENNSYLVANIA:

Bedford
BENCE’S FARM EQUIPMENT
116 Willow Brook lane 814-623-8601

Evans City
TURNER’S TRACTOR, INC
1527 Evans City Rd , Rt 68
724-538-4177

Greencastle
MEYER’S IMPLEMENTS, INC
400 North Antrim Way, PO Box 97
717-597-2176

M.M. WEAVER & SONS, INC.
169 North Groffdale Rd 717-656-2321

Meeting ail your harvesting needs!

WHSoumrv
Contact your local CLAAS dealer today

for the harvesting machineryyou need now.

New Bethlehem
HETRICKS FARM SUPPLY
RD #3 Box 177 814-275-3507

Newport
SMITH’S FARM EQUIPMENT
30 Acker Road 717-567-3562

Sandy Lake
SANDY LAKE IMPLEMENT
CO., INC.
Rt 173, 3675 Sandy Lake Rd
412-376-2489

Williamsburg
LONGENECKER, INC.
RD 2, Box 121A-1 814-793-1806

Visit our internet site at http://www.claasofamerica.com
or e-mail us at claas@claasofamerica.com

the way, seed depth shouldbe no more
than eight times the thickness of the
seed That means /* to 'A inch is the
ideal depthfor this region. Of course,
it is not necessary to remind folks in
Pennsylvania and surrounding states
that contour seedings help prevent
erosipn. Nurse crops usually interfere
with abundant alfalfa growth and uni-
form stands. But is often necessary to
help prevent excessive runoff and
sheet erosion. Just keep the seeding
rate reasonable to avoid choking or
smothering the alfalfa. In the spring,
why not remove the small grain (pre-
ferably winter wheat) for silage early
to reduce as much late competition as
possible on the alfalfa?

(Turn to Pago 19)

CLAASknows your need for nutrient-
rich silage so
advanced, heavy-duty fixed chamber
rgpll^WßhEl'and variable chamber
round balers that produce perfectly

formed, uniform, dense bales.
Both model's are available with
ROLLATEX* net wrap or twine
arid the optional, efficient
ROTO CUT* cutting system that
pre-processes silage and adds
greater density to every bale.
Discover reliable, heavy-duty

tedders, avail,
models, to act
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