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orange, pink or purple blossoms.
They prefer flat topped or clus-
tered blossoms with short flower
tubes. This allows the butter-
flies to reach the nectar with
their probiscis. Nectar produc-

two species of plants. The cater-
pillar of the giant swallowtail
butterfly feed on just one native
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Queen Alexandria’s birdwing of
New Guinea, which measures
about 10 inches from wing tip to
wing tip

* Butterfly tarsi or “feet” pos-

overlapping scales give butterfly
wings their colors and patterns.
Metallic, iridescent hues come

many common  gossamer
wings—a group of butterflies
which includes the blues, hair-
streaks and elfins—are capable
of producing weak sounds. By

by g plants should be grown in sess a sense similar to taste: flexing and rubbing together
: open, sunny areas. Adults rarely  contact with sweet liquds such  body ~segment membranes,
York Co. feeg on plantts u'lllthe shade. K as nectar causes the proboscisto  sounds are generated which
. ome caterpllars are piCkKy  ypeojl. may frighten off small predators
Horticultural Agent eaters, and rely on only one or * Millions of shinglelike, and parasites.

¢ Butterfly gardening enthu-
siasts in the Susquehanna
Valley have formed a chapter of

g "y ) plant food—the northern prickly _  from faceted scales that refract  the North American Butterfly

ash. Others, such as the red-" jjght: golid colors from pigment-  Association This non-profit

. . . spotted purple will feed on a o geqles. orgamzation was formed to edu-

Attracting Butterflies To a backyard. The National variety of deciduous trees. *During the time from cate the public about the joys of
Your Backyard Wildlife Wildlife Federation recommends Here is a list of the plants

Jown Penn State Extension
and York County Parks for a free
lecture on establishing butterfly
habitat. The program s
Tuesday, July 21 at 6:30 p.m. at
Richard M. Nixon County Park,
Jacobus. Children over 10 years
of age can attend a free walking
tour at 2 p.m. the same day.
Butterfly lecturer, Rick Mikula
will lead each program. To pre-
register, call 717-428-1961,

Hershey Garden’s newly-con-
structed butterfly house offers a
new way for individuals to enjoy
butterflies.

In early July, brightly colored
butterflies are regular guests in
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attracting butterflies using
plants that serve the needs of all
their life stages. Butterflies
need a place to lay eggs, food
plants for the larvae (caterpil-
lar), a place to form a chrysalis,
and nectar sources for the adult.
For example, to attract Zebra
swallowtails, plant several paw-
paw tress.

Most adult butterflies live 20-
40 days. Some, however, are
believed to live no longer than
three to four days, while others
such as overwintering mon-
archs, may live six months.

Adult butterflies searching

for nectar look for red, yellow,
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that can attract butterflies:
Lilac, Red Clover, Phlox, Yarrow,
Honesty, Aubretia, Zinnia,
Cosmos, Butterfly bush, Joe-Pye
weed, Tickseed Sunflowers,
Goldenrods, Asters, Butterfly
weed, Liatris, Thistles,
Ceanothus species, Dogbanes
and Meadowsweet.

Butterfly Facts:

* Over 700 species of butter-
flies are found in North America
but very few are agricultural
pests.

* Adult butterflies range in
size from the half-inch pigrhy
blue found in Southern
California, to the giant female

hatching to pupating (forming
the pupa or chrysalis), the cater-
pillar may increase its body size-
more than 30,000 times.

* The chrysalises or pupae of

butterfly observation, conserva-
tion and gardening. The chapter
meets once a month. For infor-
mation contact Violet Stailey at
717-292-2488.

Amazing Maize Maze

NEW YORK, N.Y. — The
American Maze Company has
been getting people lost since
1993, and , for the summer of
1998, intends to get 175,000 peo-
ple lost in six giant mazes cut
into cornfields in five states as it
affords the family farm another
source of income as an agratain-
ment.

The Amazing Maize Maze™
‘craze, family fun on the family
farm, is sweeping the eastern
seaboard with more than 25
acres of seven-foot-high corn
under cultivation for the express
purpose of creating giant mazes.

Opening July 4, Corn Silks,
a depiction of the equestrian
champion Tar Heel, at
Tangelwood Park in Clemmons,
west of Winston-Salem, NC;

opening July 11, On a River of
Corn, a depiction of a riverboat.
at the Carter Farm 1in Princeton,
IA; opening July 17, Catch the
Rainbow, a depiction of Noah’s
Ark, at Cherry-Crest Farm in
Paradise (east of Lancaster),
Pennsylvama; opening July 25,
Sowing Traditions, a depic-
tion of a steel wheel tractor and
an apple tree to celebrate the
175th anniversary of Wayne
County, at Long Acre Farms 1in
Macedon (east of Rochester),
NY, opening August 1, Strings
and Silks, a depiction of a fid-
dle, at Howell Living History
Farm 1n Titusville, (north of
Trenton), NJ; opening August 1,
The Bull Market, a depiction
of the Rural Hill Farm’s high-
land bull Scottie, at Rural Hill
Farm in Hunterswille (north of
Charlotte), NC
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