
Granted, that’s not a huge
number. But some of those kids
who seemed really at risk when
they were younger “made it.” So
Peterson and Peterson asked,
“What made the difference for
these guys?” Eighty percent
named a specific adult—Mrs.
Johnson, Coach T., Grandma
Wilson, etc.

Taking
Time

by
Rebecca
Escott

This weekend many families
will be getting together to cele-
brate Memorial Day—putting
flowers on graves, watching
parades, having picnics, opening
pools, and kicking off the sum-
mer season. It’s a perfect recipe
for adult-child fun!

tracked adolescent boys who had
committed several serious
crimes between the ages of 14
and 18.

The researchers wanted to
know how many, if any, of these
boys would have successfully
joined society 10 years later.
They checked how many ofthese
juvenile offenders by the time
they were 24-28 years old had
gone without an arrest in the
past three years and had filed a
tax return. The result?
Seventeen percent had.

Recently I was reminded of
how desperately children need
caring adults around them. I
reviewed a study originally
released in 1989 by Peterson
and Peterson. For 10years they
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All it took to “save” these kids
from a cycle ofcriminal of activ-
ities and disappointments was
one adult expecting them to suc-
ceed, believingin them, and con-
tinuing to provide positive
opportunities. Wow! One adult.

Maybe your life is not as dra-
matic as that, but you could
probably name adults that who
have stepped in and provided
important supplemental encour-
agement in ways that parents
can’t. Some of the people who
made a difference in my life
were a camp counselor, a 4-H
leader, an English teacher, a
youth group leader, a best
friend’s mom.

Sometimes, we make the mis-
take of thinking that it takes
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special talents or a lot of money
to do somethingthat would mat-
ter to children. Wrong. I listen to
radio announcements in our
community where our children
make requests for attention
through “Big Brother, Big
Sister” program. What do they
want? Someone to talk to, some-
one to take them to the mall,
someone to shoot basketball
with, someone to play games
with.

child who seems “atrisk.” Could
you be a phone pal, calling them
when they get home from
school? Could you host a story-
hour for kids at your home?
Could you rock some infants in
the hospital or at day care?
Could you “adopt” a boy on the
little league team whose dad
lives in another town? Couldyou
drive a van full of teens to the
state park for hiking? Some very
ordinary actions taken over time
can produce extraordinary
results in children.

Children need adults and “big
brothers/sisters” to care about
them, to miss them iftheyaren’t
at school, to notice when they
are sittingalone crying, to give a
hug, to be in the audience at
their school program.

Consider ways that you
might make a difference to a

As you think about Memorial
Day, and making memories that
last beyond this generation, con-
sider taking time not only for
your own children, but at least
one child outside your family.
Your caring could change a life.
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"Cow Capital of thfe First Frontier"

Delaware Memorial Bridge in Salem County

MAY 23 THRU SEPTEMBER
Every Saturday Night ★ ★ 7:30 Rain or Shine

Admission $lO Adults ★ ★ $5 Children 12 and under
Free Parking ★ ★ ★Refreshment Stands
Group Rates Available: Call 609-769-3200

• P.S. - Don’t Forget Your Father-In-Law!
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Water Quality
an IMPORTANT

Ingredient In
vestock Management

It’s a fact! Contaminated water can have a costly effect on your
livestock and poultry performance. Our years of experience plus
hundreds of farm related treatment systems has proven the validity
and practicality of correcting contaminated water.

faMartin
WATER CONDITIONING
Your Water TreatmentCenter

Call us todayfor treatment of:
* Nitrates * Bacteria * Iron ’* Sulfates

* pH - Acidity!Alkalinity
.

740 E. Lincoln Ave.
Myerstown, PA 17067
Ph: (717) 866-7555

800-887-7555

548 New Holland Ave
Lancaster, PA 17602
Ph: (717)393-3612

800-224-3612

308 W PennAve • RD #3 Box 109 G 309 W 4tn St
Cleona, PA 17042 Stoystown PA 15563 Quarryville, PA 17566

Ph. (717) 273-7555 Ph. (814) 893-5081 Ph. (717) 786-7373


