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SoybeanDepth Control, PlantPopulation SuccessfulIngredients For Winner
(Continued from Page A1)

Stutzman competed against 16
others in the contest Secondplace
went to Nelson Beam of Chester
County and third went to Steven
Wenger of Lebanon County.

The Washington-Duffield silt
loam soil was minimum tilled
(chisel plowed) before planting.
Soybean planting was the first
week of May using a com planter
on 30-inch rows.

The variety, an early 4 full-
season soybean, works well with a
30-inch row planting. Stutzman
noted that ifpunted early enough,
30-inch row seed placement can
yield as much as narrow-row seed-
ings, though the best yield poten-
tial will always be with narrow
rows. The Stutzmans are making
best use of the equipment avail-
able. Many growers who decide to
plant later on, in late May or early
June, use 15-inchrows ornarrower
to get a quicker canopy and better
yields.

Stutzman used a 5-15-15 starter
fertilizer at planting. No other
manure was applied and hasn’t
been appliedsince manure went on
from the dairy years ago.

“We had a good plant popula-
tion,” he said, lowered this year to
help with standability. The goal
was to plant about 160,000 seeds

r-

per acre and end up with about
150,000 plants emerging.

Going to the lowerplantpopula-
tion from previous year may have
helped standability and disease
control “If you overplant, they
lodge, which causes disease prob-
lems,” he said.

Stutzman useda dry inoculantat
planting. And consistent depth
control—planting the beans from
1-inch to no more than \'A inch
deep helped in emergence and
stand uniformity. The challenge
was to ensure accurate seed depth
placement, considering the plant-
ing was to heavy com residue from
the rotation.

SANDBLASTING - SPRAY
PAINTING-AERIAL

LADDER EQUIPMENT

The cool weather early in the
season delayed emergence but
not enough to seriously affect the
stand. Stutzman paid close atten-
tion to the possible emergence of
spider mites because of lower
moisture during the growing sea-
son. Fortunately, the drought
growers experienced in the south-
eastern part of the state wasn’t
enough to create the problem.

Stutzman cultivated between
rows in the season. He said that
cultivation helps not only with
weedcontrol, but to aerate the soil
and help the root zone of the
plants. He was the onlyone of die
17 contestants who cultivated.

“While I can’t attribute aerating
the ground to good yield, it
wouldn’t hurt it,” Stutzman said.
“It could have some benefits.”
Weed control also included all
post-emergence applications of
Pursuil/Pinnacle.

Fortunately, rains arrived just in
time in mid-July to ensure good
standability. The southeastpart of
the state dried downin August, but
rain arrived to help finish the
stand.

Harvest was mid- to late Octob-
er. A three-acre “block” was cut
out of the main field and weights
were taken separately.

Stutzman enlisted the help of
Mena Hautau, Berks County crops
agent, in helping to measure the
yields on the field.

Yean ago, in the 70s, the farms
owned by die Stutzmans were in
dairy production. In 1980, the
Stutzmans decidedto switch to all
cash grain and hay.

Jon attended Kutztown High
School and was graduated from
Lancaster Mennonite High
School. He obtained a degree in ag
science from Penn Slate in 1989.

Stutznun is an agronomist for
Brubaker Agronomic Consulting
Service in Ephrata. His territory
includes Berks, Lehigh, and
Northampton counties, and north-

Stutzman noted that nothing special or differently was
doneto the ground with the yield contest winner. Normally
they strivefor 60 bushelsper acrefor an averageyield. As to
the award —It was simplya matter of “good weather, good
timing, and being lucky,” said Stutzman. Theaward, Stutz-
man believes, reflects positively on his accomplishments
and his Job at Brubaker’s, he noted.

em New Jersey. Hiswife Holly isa
registered nurse at the Lutheran
Home in Topton.

60 bushels per acre for an average
yield. As to the award it was
simply a matterof “good weather,
good tuning, and being lucky,”
said Stutzman. The award, Stutz-
man believes, reflects positively
on his accomplishments and his
job at Brubaker’s, he noted.

For the winners, overall, 61per-
cent had current soil tests.

Many growers, who are aware
of the statewidecontest, often find
it hard to take die time from busy
schedules to sign up.

But first place proved to be an
extra incentive for Stutzman. The
prize? A trip for he and his wife to
the Commodity Classic in Febru-
ary to Long Beach, Calif.

Stutzman noted that nothing
special or differently was done to
the ground with the yield contest

Forty-four percent fertilized or
applied manure. Ullage included
S 3 percent who used minimum till
and 29percent no-till. Sixty-seven

winner. Normally they strive for (Turn to Pago A27)
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PLAN NOW FOR THIS SEASON'S CROP
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\' • Weight-Tromx
Feed Mill

•Transport Augers

• Bucket Elevators
• Stirring Systems
• Utility Augers

• Feed Bins
• Wet Tanks
• Gram Bins

• Air Drying

HENRY K.
FISHER &

SONS, INC.
667Hartman Station Road

Lancaster, PA 17601
(717) 393-6530

Systems
• Gram Dryers
• Parts 8 Motors

David S. King
Iron Worker

Manufacturer of
Church Bench
folding hinges.

SCOTCHMAN BEWO
CIRCULAR COLD SAW
Check Us For Used

Iron Workers
Selling:

itchm- Uni-
T ubea

,1 HYDRA
INWORKER
120 TONS

873 South Railroad Street,
Myeritown, PA 17067

717-8664556

(jSBX)
AUTOMATIC BATCH OR

CONTINUOUS FLOW
GRAIN DRYERS

11 *

The Competitive
Edge

“Smart system”
eliminates guesswork.

Farm Fan ABB Automatic Batch GT Model 370 PTO Grain Dryer
Farm Fan ABI2 Automatic Batch

★Full Lin* Part* D*pt.*
★Sail, Ssrvlc* & Install*

WESTFIELD GRAIN
AUGERS

Quality Product At An
Affordable Price!

IN STOCK NOW!

Rt. 272 South
14 Herrvllle Road

Willow Street, PA 17584
Ph. 717-464-3321 or

Toll Free 800-732-0053

Mon.-Frl. 6:30 am to 8 pm
Sat. 7:30 am to6 pm

Sun. Cloaad
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Hardware

UPS
Shipping Point

4/11

SI
H


