
HARRISBURG (Dauphin Co.)
—The Pennsylvania State Grange
is asking state House ofRepresen-
tatives members to pass two bills
that would strengthen the agricul-
tural industry and the profitability
of family farms.

Brenda Shambaugh, PA State
Grange legislative director, said
the Grange seeks passage of
House Bill 9, the Agricultural
Loan Forgiveness Program. The
program reduces the amount of a
Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
loan if an agricultural college
graduate returns to a family farm
or if a veterinary school graduate
goes into a large animal practice.

“The Agricultural Loan For-
giveness Program has helped
many students return to the agri-
cultural arena,” Sahmbaugh said.
"The program has made it possi-
ble for youngfarmers and veterin-
arians to stay in rural areas where
they are needed to enhance pro-
duction agriculture.”

The Pennsylvania State Grange,
with over 30,000 members is an
agricultural, rural and community
service organization dedicated to
improving life in Pennsylvania
through legislative action, com-
munity work and providing mem-
ber services.

Shambaugh said HB9, which is
currently on the House calendar
for consideration, is an extremely
important piece of legislation.

“Since die farming community
is drastically dwindling, we be-
lieve the continuation of agricul-
tural loan forgiveness is vital to
the profitability of our state’s
number one industry,” Sham-
baugh said. “The fabric of rural
Pennsylvania relies on a strong
agricultural economy.”

Shambaugh said the Grange
supports HB 1573, which covers
three different issues. Shambaugh
said passageof the bill would: add
aquaculture to the definitionofan
agricultural commodity under the

PA Agricultural Commodities
Marketing Act; require the De-
partment of Agriculture to pay
poultry producers the same
amount of indemnity if they are
afflicted with avian influenza
whether they voluntary depopu-
late or if their birds are con-
demned; and change the definition
ofgarbage torectify a problem the
United States Departmentof Agri-
culture had with the current Penn-
sylvania definition.

“All of these issues will be of
great benefit to the agricultural
community,” Shambaugh said.
“We strongly urge the Legislature
to pass these two bills.”

Attention
The President of the U.S. has

recently signed into law a bill that
affects allveterans. This law states
that if a veteran has notregistered
at a Veterans Affairs Hospital
sinceOct 1,1996, then on Oct 1,
1998 he or she will lose all medi-
cal benefits for life.

Tomake itworse, the V.A. can-
not notify veterans about it In-
formation must be disseminated
via word of mouth or by letter.
The local V.A. officerecommends
that everyone Eligible for benefits
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Veterans
come by their office, and sign up
prior to the October Ist deadline,
regardless of whether they have
received treatment at a V.A. hos-
pital since KVOI/96. This way no
one will slip through the cracks.
Veterans need to bring their
DD-214 identification. It will only
take about 5 minutes to complete
the form.

If you cannot locate your
DD-214, go to the VA. office and
they can help you obtain a copy.

VENTILATION NEEDS!
WeAre Also Currently Converting House To Tunnel

Ventilation Systems - Call For Details

Then Call One Of Our Sales People Today For All Your

We Stock A Full Line Of Fans, Controls, Foggers And Parts

Pa. State Grange Supports Legislation
Shambaugh said HB 1573 is on

the House calendar for concur-
rence of Senate amendments.

Shambaugh said Grangers will
present their views on these two
state bills and other pertinent is-
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As ofJanuary 1,1998, the focus
of the DFA has been to organize a
nationaland internationalpresense
for the dairy industry while utiliz-
ing the economicsof scale. “Small
in the country, big in town,” has
become the summary statement to
signify die many connections to
local dairymen while {Resenting
die force of numbers in marketing
and political endeavors.

DFA has set up headquarters in
Kansas City. They have members
in 42 states, coast to coastand bor-
der to border. DFA products are
sold in every stateand are exported
internationally. They operate 40
manufacturing plants in the U.S.
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sues at the annual Grange Week
celebration, a legislative event
sponsored by the Pennsylvania
Stale Grange in Harrisburg on
April 27.

Mid-Am Finishes

and produceawide variety ofdairy
products including: American and
Italian cheeses, cultured dairy pro-
ducts, coffee creamers, butter, in-
can sterilized infant and adult
nutrition products; dehydrated pro-
ducts; nonfat dry milk; dried whey
products; ground, shredded and
diced cheeses; long shelf-life dairy
products, and cheese sauces.

DFA participates in severaljoint
ventures that serve fluid milk and
dairy product markets. The
cooperative has a state-of-the-art
product development center in
Springfield, Missouri, that
includesresearch and development
laboratories for new dairy
products.

Herman Brubaker, a dairy far-
mer from West Alexandria, Ohio,
has been named chairman of the
board.

We Reclaim Failing Septic Systems
- Guaranteed Results!

ECO-TECH Call Today 1-800-879-0973

ATTENTION!
609 Tobacco Growers^

Penn Leaf will be receiving bottom and out
grade only until March 31.

After this cutoff date, we will be receiving
tobacco to be processed.

If you are ready to process your tobacco call
to schedule a delivery appointment There

will be no cost up front to the farmer.
Feel free to check with us as time goes along

and stay in touch for any market change
Keep an eye on your crop for heating -

restack or set bales on end if necessary
609 seed & cotton twine for sale

Penn leaf
Tobacco Company

661 Vintage Rd., Christiana, PA 17509
<«0-5fl-i7Z9 Mon.-Fri. 8-9 am

or leave message >\

Curtain

(J|) Biq Dutchman. 1-800-432-0988
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SYCAMORE IND. PARK
255 PLANE TREE DRIVE
LANCASTER, PA 17603
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We are open Mon. - Fn. 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Our Service Department is Available 24 Hours/Day.
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