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McPhersons Cultivate A-Maize-Ing Entertainm

JOYCE BUPP

York Co. Correspondent

NEW PARK (York Co.) —
Don't cut through the com.
Don't pull off any ears. No run-
ning. No cigarettes!

Got those rules? Then
you're ready to take on the
challenge of Maize Quest.

Afier an introductory initia-
tion to the fine art of safely ne-
gouiating their way through a
com field, including a pointed
waming about bow cigarettes
can siant fires in a dry field,
scveral thousand people did
Just that last fall at the McPher-
son family’s Maple Lawn
Farms, New Park. The south-
em York County com maze
was one of several such con-
sumer-cntertainment out-
reaches that have been culti-
vated around the region in the

ghsxfcwyum
Com rustled as a brisk, fall

brecze stirred through the dry-
ing stand of upside-down cars
and drooping, brown stalks.  ping and implementation of |

A cricket dnhed &T0SS 8 Maize Quest, with its heavy
packed path, secking & haven  emphasis on information along
from a pounding by passing with enterainment, were sib-

agriculiure-education activism.
Sharing in the major plan-

seakers. lings Hugh and Gretchen Mc-

And a glecful clusterof chat-  pherson. Hugh, a recent Penn
tering church-group members  Syate with an ag busi-
gathered 10 add yet another pegs degree, combined his
scction to their map of the intri-  jnierest in undertaking a new
cate com maze. If they could  farm venture with the art de-
complete the map, 1t would gree of his sister, Gretchen,
show them the way out. who lives in Californis.

Maize Quest was truly & Their brainstorming birthed
faruly cndeavor of the Paul the Maize Quest idea months
and Gail McPherson clan, before the first com seed went
longtime advocates of educal-  ino the s0il. Hugh had heard
ing the consuming public about  about other mazes in the arca
where food originstes. From and saw it as an extension and
their U-pick orchand to period-  altemative use of the farm’s
ic pewsletters sent 10 a wide pormal planting of a large acre-
mailing list of customers, the age of grain com. They envi-
McPberson’s Maple Lawn fruit  sioned & corn maze that would
and grain operation has always  not only entertan visitors, but
been on the leading edge of (Tum  Page 2
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Comyields are

becoming evide
ylelds because of weather conditions. Ciarence Hoover runs
oit farm north of New Holiand.

On Corn

ANDY ANDREWS
Lancaster Farming Staff
SHELOCTA (Indiana Co.)

_ Chris Kimmel 18 steadfast
about s pians.

The new president of the
Pennsylvania Master Com
Growers Association
(PMCGA) intends, within the
next two years, to put & referen-
dum before the staie com
growers

That referendum will
address the question. wiil Pen-
asylvania have a cora

L . Y checkoff?
s N (R Already, the PMCGA knows
A ~ the direction it must take At
nt as harvest is in full swing with a wide variationin Crops Conference in Grantville

on
the silage harvester carly this year, cOm growers

ey © 'atq heavily 1

Corn Talk, Lancaster Farming, Saturday, October 11, 1997

New PMCGA President
Wants Vote

Checkoff

crops, including about 800 in
com. The passing of 8 checkof,
calcuiated at point of sale and
based on a similar program n
Maryland, would mean a lot to
the commercial growers who
want 10 see beter promotion of
the product, m addiion 10
money for research & land-
grant universities (Those same
umversilics are already exper-
tencing the withdrawal of gov-
ernment money — those dol-
fars have to come from
somewhere )

Thus 1s the first ume Kimmel
has served as president of
PMCGA, aithough he has
served as vice president for a
few years He serves on the
com ~* the
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