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This column is a salute to
part of the agriculture industry
that we farmers probably usual-
ly take for granted.

Farm equipment dealers.

Some days, at least during
the hectic planting and harvest
seasons, The Farmer spends
more time communicating with
equipment people than he does
with me. And, some days they
may know what's going on more
out there in the fields than I do
as they help us keep our not-new
equipment rolling through yet
another season of heavy demand
on 1ts ever-breakable apparatus.

This time of year, the frantic
fix-and-keep-working-in-the-
fields pace has slowed a bit.
Farmers thoughts turn toward
repairing, repainting, replacing
and restocking their parts

inventories in anticipation of
that blessed day in spring when
the first seed can be plugged
into the warming soil.

Equipment dealerships pose
an attraction far greater than
providing basic services of
repairs, supplies, parts and new
stuff that gives farm wives gray
hairs when their farmers casual-
ly mention they've been pricing
it. There's an entertainment
factor well beyond picking up a
half-dozen shear pins, disk
blades, and hydraulic oil. It's
not a costly sort of entertain-
ment, just good ole’ country con-
versation with other farmers.
Finding out who's planting
what, who bought what, who
sold what, who rented what,
who's trying what new, what's
“in,” what's "out."

When we women discuss such
business of our friends and
neighbors, its called gossip.

Now, equipment dealers are
very savvy business people.
They encourage this meeting-
place mania, with stools on
which to park at the parts
counter, maybe a hot, full cof-
feepot, and an ever-impressive
selection of candy bars. This
time of the year, many of them
go a hospitality step farther,
hosting customer open-house
events with early-season parts
discounts, repair specials, and
door prizes. Knowing that farm-
ers love to eat, they enhance the
lure with goodies ranging from
chips and pretzels to bowls of
hot soup and hotdogs with all
the fixin's.

But the equipment dealer-
ship lure is not limited to the big
boys. There are few farm kids
(boys and girls) who don't jump
at the chance to ride along in the
pickup to fetch supplies or parts.
And dream over shelves full of
those toy reproductions of farm
equipment for their own back-
yard tillage operations.

For one small boy in the giant
metropolis of Portland, Oregon,
the farm equipment dealership
has become the ultimate child-
hood entertainment cefiter.
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Faced with a stretch of wet,
dreary weather - normal for
Portland winters - his mother, in
desperation, packed him and his
brothers into the car one day
recently and headed outside the
city to the nearest farm equip-
ment dealer. She, admittedly,
was a bit homesick that particu-
lar day. At the equipment deal-
ership, the story goes, this two-
year-old ‘city kid" went
absolutely bonkers over an
entire wall filled with every kind
of toy equipment imaginable.
Bottom line was that the
farm-homesick mother left a
considerable chunk of change at
the farm equipment dealership.
That purchase not only extend-
ed the small farmer's basic line
of toy equipment, it also earned
his mom some needed peace and
quiet to pursue her home-based
computer business. She figures

it was a real fair return on
investment.

Now she finds herself falling
overall her scatter rugd which
the small farmer repeatedly
gnags for his "fields." The very
same problem I used to have
with the little farmer's uncle -
who carried away my rugs for
the same purpose over 20 years
ago.

Is this pure happenstance?
Or are there genetics involved
here?

Whatever the reason, we
thank farm equipment dealers
everywhere for their support of
our farm equipment needs and
for being there when we need
them in the inevitable emergen-
cies.

And for providing toys for our
boys.

Big ones and little ones.

Winter Soup Workshop

SCHAEFFERSTOWN (Lecba-
non Co.) — Lebanon Extension
Home Economist Letic Schadler
will share recipes and basic tech-
niques for making tasty soups 2nd
stocks at the Dutchway Super-
market in Schaefferstown on Tues-
day, Feb. 3, 1 to 2:30 p.m. and
again from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
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Refrigeration, freezing and can-
ning methods of storing soups will
be discussed. What causes soup to
“sour” and how to avoid this kitch-
en crisis.

Call (717) 270-4391 to register
for this free class.
gd: workshops on cooking for
diabetics

This model pulverizer 1s designed for use with CAT.

When You Buy A You Get The Best

PP PULVERIZERS
6 Ft., 7 Ft., 8 Ft.

Pennsylvania

ADAMSTOWN
Adamstown Equip. inc.

ALLENTOWN
Lehigh Ag Equipment

BECHTELSVILLE,
Miller Equip. Co.

CARLISLE
Gutshalls inc.

CENTREHALL |
Dunkle & Grieb, Inc.

CRESSON & BELLWOOD
Hines Equipment, Inc.

A complete package to weight loss Includes a sample of all of our weight loss
products New Image Cleanse, New Image Plus, New Image Juice Boost Plus, New
Image Power Shakes (one each flavor), and 4 NEW Image Fast Break Bars THE
PERFECT WAY TO CET STARTED IF YOU'RE SERIOUS ABOUT WEIGHT LOSS
LIMITED TIME SPECIAL $10.00 OFF WEIGHT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

~ THE REST OF OUR STORY
For thousands of years the Chinese have
used herbal remedies Our product 1s
synergistically designed to promote opttmum
health using natural ingredients like the
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¥ The ingredients are all safe and natural. Gum %
BB Karaya, Amencan Desert Herb, Guarana, § *
Korean Ginseng, Bee Poilen, White Yellow S
Bark (Werdewinde), Bladder-wrack (Fucus JEN
Vesiculosis), Gotu Kola, Liconce Root, Reishi A
3 Mushroom, Astragalus, Ginger Root, Rehmannia
. Root, and Chromum Picolinate (300 Micrograms
per 3 tablets taken once a day).

Announcing A Nutritional

DOVER
George N. Gross, Inc.

EASTON
Geo. V. Seiple

ELIZABETHTOWN .
Messick Farm Equipment Co.

1, 3-point hitch tractors. They are available with your
choice of five roller wheels. 16%" notched, 16%"
crowfoot, the 20" notched ductile iron wheel, 18"
smooth, and 22" flat.

Also Available As Pull Type )

INTERCOURSE
C.B. Hoober & Son

GREENCASTLE
Meyers Implement

GREENSBURG
J&M Machinery Co.

LEBANON
Umberger's of Fontana

LOYSVILLE
Gutshall's, Inc.

OAKLAND MILLS .
Peoples Sales & Service

P-SERIES TRANSPORT PULVERIZERS
10 Ft. to 20 Ft.

OLEY,
Pikeville Equipment, Inc.
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weight s
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Rotary Frame
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No Diet - No Exercise Transport  Concept.

No Skipping Meals

QUARRYVILLE .
Grumelli Farm Service

Breakthrough hydraulically rotated over the wheels for.transport.
The Fust and Only Antioxidant of 1ts hind Big Energy Response This reduces draw bar hitch weight considerably | J| Tavacua
New Image Total $31.95 + Lose Pounds & Inches and provides ample clearance for transport. Alscj Charles Snyder, Inc.
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With Pine Bark, Grape Seed,
Blue Green Algae, 10 additional

nutrients
20 Times More Powerful Than Vitann C
50 limes More Powerful Than Vitanun ©
* Helps circulation
* Improves joint flexibility
* Works to fower cholesterol
 ° Decreases hemorrhoid/prostate
B Helps diabetes
B ° Free Radical” producers
* Resists Free Radicals

$29.95 One Month’s Supply
Works great on weight loss,
cholesterol, high & low blood
pressure, arthritis pain, sugar
problems, varicose veins, and
many, many more' No drugs,
chemicals or preservatives!

X-FOLD PULVERIZERS

19 Ft. to 46 Ft.

RISING SUN
Ag Industrial Equipment

BRIDGETON
Leslie Fogg

Your Independent Distributor Is:

Gerald & Margie

ELMER
Pole Tavern Equip. Sales Corp

HARRISONBURG

* Helps Alzheimer’s A
* Increases energy, less fatigue ' J ones Rockingham New Holland, Inc.
Call or write us 75 Goodyear Rd.

The X-Fold pulverizers are designed to meet the
needs of today's larger acreage farmers...and

Brillion offers them in two models and 11 sizes from
\1g' through 46’. Available with 20” Ductile Rollers. ./
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