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Vegetable Day Speakers Encourage ‘Store-Door’ Relationships
ANDY ANDREWS

Lancaster Farming Staff
NEW HOLLAND (Lancaster

Co.)—“It’s simplyan effort to get
buyers and growers together” said
Jeff Patton, coordinator for the
Pennsylvania Produce Project,
begun recently to help vegetable
producers throughout the state sell
directly to supermarkets.

“These are peopleyou can start
a relationship with, a long- term
grower-seller relationship,” Patton
told about 120vegetableproducers
and agri-industry representatives
on Monday at the New Holland
Vegetable Day at Summit Valley
Elementary School

Patton coordinated a special
buyer panel featuring one ware-
house representative, a produce
manager for a large retail super-
market store chain, and the co-
owner of a chain.

“We encourage store-door
delivery,” said Charles Breneman,
directorofproduceforWeis Mark-
ets at its Sunbury headquarters.

“Theprogram isnearand dear to

us.” Breneman said that the
“Pennsylvania-Proven Produce”
label while relatively new to the
state, is an (dd idea to Weis. “We
have embraced it for 40 years,” he
said. They allow store produce
managers to set up store-door
delivery from local growers. Weis
also purchases produce in bulk
from growers at its distribution
warehouse.

Theproduce must meet standard
USDA certification requirements,
but Weis accepts a wide array of
produce, including sweet com,
tomatoes, potatoes, peppers,
squash cucumbers, and others.
They encourage producers to stop
in to local Weis markets and speak
directly to die produce managers.
Once scheduling and payment

details are worked out, Weis is
willing to work on a long-term
relationship with die grower.

Breneman spoke to a producer
atthe VegetableDay whohas been
selling directly to Weis for about
18 years.

WilliamFox, presidentofFox’s
Supermarket with locations in
Harrisburg, Middletown, and Her-
shey, operates medium-sized
supermarket stores tanging from
30,000-35,000 square feet. They
have operated their independent,
family-owned business for 30
years;

Fox’s Supermarkets encourages
local store managers to dealdirect-
ly with local producers.Often they
purchase produce from Norris-
town Produce, who deliver six
days a week to all three stores.

“Anything they choose will be
inspectedright on the spotand will
pay cash on the spot,” said Fox.
“The local product is superior to
what we get through the
warehouse.”

Fox, including the other buyers
at the Vegetable Day, are looking
toward “signature ID” rtf the pro-
duce—putting the grower’s name
and location right on the produce.
All believe it is an excellent selling
point “Pennsylvania-proven pro-
duceis almost like a brand name,”
Fox said.

Robert Van Liew is director of
produce for Associated Wholesal-
ers, who operates the wholesale
buying business inRobesonia. The
company has made it a pointto lis-
ten to their customers and he told
those who want to sell directly to
stores that communication is vital.

The business, in operation for
70 yean, supplies independent
supermarkets throughout Pennsyl-
vania. Virginia, Maryland, and
other states. Included are 100
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Cash Discount Savings on Delivery
Call Tollfree day and evening

1-800-724-3277
Serving PA, MD, Delmarva, NJ, NY & (LI)

Buyers at tht Vegetable Day. From left, Robert Van (Jew, director of produce for
Associated Wholesalers, whooperates the wholesalebuying business InRobesonia;
CharlesBreneman, directorofproduce forWeis Maiicets atIts Sunbury headquarters;
and WilliamFox, president ofFox’s Supermarket with locations In Harrisburg, Middle-
town, and Hershey.

supermarkets and 200 specialty
shops, from mom and pop small-
town meat stores to about 800 con-
venience stores throughout the
region. Their system of allocation
includes computer time-dated
material using PLU stickers.

Van Liew emphasized the
importance of developing awork-

ing relationship with local mark-
ets. The warehouseoffersa special
serviceto growers who have a lot
of produce to move.

The buyers can bereached atthe
following phone numbers: Wil-
liamFox, (717) 944-7486; Charles
Breneman, (717) 742-2406; and
Bob Van Liew, (610) 693-3161,

ext 2203.
At the Vegetable Day, Dr. Tim

Eikner, Lancaster horticulture
agent, told sweet com growers that
it is importantto manage and select
for sweet com varieties that meet
customer preferences for either
sweet or "com-tasting.”
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I With The Aid of County Extension Agent Joins
| Hands To Deliver To You A TMR Mix

All You Need In One Mix, Only One Feed Bill,
I Know Your Cost r
:j Why Look Around For Commodities p
i, When You Can Feed The Real Thing For Less C
1 Call: 717-786-1475 OH 610-593*7126 El
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|? Spec/al Update S:
the American Raw Milk Producers J

i! Pricing Assoc., Meeting, !

J Jan. 28, 1998, 7:30 PM. ? S
Ken 8011, ARMPPA milk marketing agent •

will be giving news about the movement •

*n and handling of milk. •

Please don't miss this special meeting. •

Sj Meeting will be held at Petersheim Cow $8 •

Mattress Warehouse on Rt. 372, Christiana, PA S • Lancaster DHIA serves dairymen in
w*

• Southeastern Pennsylvania.
■>»} For more information call (610) 593-2242 ,£| J For information, call
$ (410) 658-6942 (410,658-4383 £S 717-685-5960 J
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SERVICE! •

ARIMPPA 1592 Old Line Rd.
Manheim, PA 17545

(717)665-5960

■ CRKAT PEOPLE - Our technicians have
delivered 5 years of uninterrupted service to you
■ LOW RATES - Our rates haven’t changed in
the past 5 years.

- In 5 years we’ve grown
from 58,000 to 82,000 cows, making us one of
the fastest growing D.H.I.A.’s in this county.

* SOLID CROWTH

* IN\()\ \ l\\ i: LAB - New wet chemistry
M.U.N. machine sets the standard in M.U.N.
TESTING.


