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SWINE INITIATIVE AT THE
SCHOOL OF VETERINARY
MEDICINE UNIVERSITY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
T.D. Parsons, V.M.D., Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Swine
Production Medicine

Introduction
The Pennsylvania swine

industry is in a period of growth
and expansion. It is vying with
poultry production to be the run-
ner-up behind dairy as the
State’s second most important
agricultural industry. The hog
population in Lancaster County
remains one of the nation’s most
dense. However, expansion
beyond the traditional borders of
swine production in
Pennsylvania has been com-
pelled by continued industry
growth To help accommodate
the burgeoning needs of this
industry’s expansion, the
University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine
has established a program in
swine production medicine.

The Penn swine initiative
was launched at the university’s
large animal campus, New
Bolton Center, to address the
changing requirements for vet-
erinary involvement in this

The primary responsibility of the swineInitiative isto gra-
duateveterinarians that are trainedto provide serviceto the
Pennsylvania swine industry. At right is Sally Anne Aschen-
brand with, from left,Dr. Paul Pitcher and Dr. Tom Parsons.
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dynamic food animal industry.
In 1994, Paul Pitcher, D.V.M.,
M.S. joined the staff as clinical
educator in swine production
management, and a year and a
half later, I came aboard as
assistant professor in swine pro-
duction medicine.

Drs. Pitcher and Parsons
bring to New Bolton Center an
extensive and diverse back-
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ground in swine medicine.
Pitcher has graduatetraining in
epidemiology, has worked as a
private practitioner in lowa and
as a federal veterinary medical
officer on the nation-wide
pseudorabies eradication pro-
ject. I have a background in
basic research, having trained
at the Max Planck Institute in

(Turn to Page 13)

Several continuing education programs are available
for both veterinarians and local swine producers.
Producer education programs are recognized as the most
effective approach to accomplish the service mission
goal which is to complement and extend the existing
expertise provided to the Pennsylvania swine industry via
the local swine practitioners, cooperative extension
agents, and allied industry consultants.

libehlome
PO Box 11 • Lake Mills, Wl 53551

(414) 648-8376

McMILLEN BROTHERS
Loysville PA

717-789-3961

HOOVER EQUIPMENT CEDAR CRESTEQUIP.
Tyrone, PA Lebanon PA

814-684-1777 717-270-6600


