Lancaster Farming, Saturday, November 1, 1997-A27

Raw Milk Pricing Representatives Speak in Maryland

KAREN BUTLER

Maryland Correspondent

Mt. Pleasant, Md. — Almost
100 dairy farmers and industry
representatives attended an infor-
mational meeting here by a grass-
roots organization intent on rais-
ing the farm gate price of milk to
producers. The American Raw
Milk Producers Pricing Associa-
tion, Inc. (ARMPPA) is a Wiscon-
sin based organization seeking to
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build national membership. Spon-
sored in Maryland by volunteer
coordinators Eddie and Beth Boy-
er, dairy farmers from Jefferson,
the mectmg was held at the Ruri-
tan Hall in Mount Pleasant.
According to John Kinsman,
vice president of ARMPPA and
himself a Wisconsin dairy farmer,
the orgnaization acts as a pricing
agency, bargaining on behalf of its
members o contract raw milk

before it leaves the farm at a price
equivalent to the cost of produc-
tion plus a profit. It essentially
functions as a broker through
which family farms can pool their
milk to obtain optimum milk
prices, making federal orders
“irrelevant.” The idea generated
emotional debate among lhosc at
the meeting.

In order to effectively
bargain for the higher
priccs ARMPPA must
enrgl! members
throughout the nation
whose combined raw
milk production
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amounts to 20% of
domestic production,
Kinsman explained.
Members enroll by pay-
ing a $20.00 membér-
ship fee and signing a
contract now that goes
into effect on the
anniversary date of a
farmer’s current con-
tract with his coop.
Once the critical

Organizing the Maryland meeting were Eddie and Beth
Boyer, dairy farmers from Jefferson, pictured with daugh-
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