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The older one gets, the more
one values “old” things. Or at
least, it seems that way.

Maybe it's from the perspective
of “experience" (I like that word
better than “aging" that a person
can evaluate something on its real
worth and not shiny,new paint,
glitzy buttons, or flashy digital
readouts. The bright, the newest,
the improved, the latest version of
“progress"...isn't always.

But, among this constantly
changing, upgrading, moderniz-
ing, (or maybe because there are
so many of us baby boomers hit-
ting the sombeting mortality-
reality stage oflife) there seems to
bea renewed interest in ourhistor-

ic roots. Witness the booming
pun intended interest in
encampments and re-enactment of
the area’smajor Civil War battles.
Not only do thousands turn out to
observe and learn this sort of liv-
ing histoty exposure, but thou-
sands subject themselves, at least
short-term, to the inconveniences
and discomforts of tent housing
and battlefield lifestyle. Like itch-
y, wool uniforms worn in July and
August

Having been incorporated in
1749, York County is already
lookingahead two years to a 2Soth
anniversary celebration. And, the
rpots of York County are truly
deep in our rich soils, since agri-

culture was and continues to be a
foundation of our economy. Sad-
Iv, we continue to stcadlily dimin-
ish the volume of our acreage
devoted to farming from our ear-
lier, agrarian-society days. More
of that progress.

Nevertheless, we arc rich in
agriculture history, a little bit of
which is being honored this
weekend by our local Early
American Steam Engine Society.
For 40 years, these folks have
been celebrating our farm heritage
by repairing, restoring and Sharing
their love for “old farm stuff.”
Stuff like huffing, puffing steam
engines which pulled plows and
harvest equipment, tiny put-
putting, one-cylinder engines that
might grind com or power a wash-
ing machine, and the early tractors
“like my dad first started farming
with” many of them will say.

Only in recent years have I
come to realize how much of that
“old farm stuff” originated here in
York County. And, this weekend,
the EASES’s Steam-O-Rama at
their Windsor showgrounds is fea-
turing farm equipment that was
manufactured right here in our
own back yard.

My
,
first, job out of high school

was a clerical one, near York’s
Farquhar Park. But it was years
before I realized that this spacious,
wooded, open space was named
for an individualwhose firm man-
ufactured an impressive variety of
agriculture equipment, including
threshing machines.

Threshers were the forerunners
of today’s grain combines, per-
forming the same basic function
of separating the wheat or barley
or oats from the chaff, the dried
husk part of the plant that sur-
rounds the grain as it grows and
ripens. A3. Farquhar's mechani-
cal threshers would have been a
tremendous technological leap for
our forefather farmers who had
grown up “flailing” grain. Flail-
ing, in simple terms, is beating a
pile ofharvested stalks on the bam
floor with a piece of hand-held
equipmentuntil the grainfalls out

An added draw at the Windsor
steam show this year is a national
gathering of the Sheppard Diesel
collectors. The Sheppard firm,
still in business in Hanover, made
one of the first diesel-powered

tractors in the country. Their first
model was a one-cylinder lawn-
and-gardcn type and only three of
those are known to exist today.
One is to be on display at the
Steam-O-Rama.

Interestingly, Sheppard Diesel
collectors relate that local farmers
never widely embraced the only
tractor ever made here in the coun-
ty; they were more commonly put
to workin die Midwest. Apparent-
ly, there was a bit of reluctance to
accept the new diesel technology,
not to mention the fact that the full
cost of the tractor had to be paid
up-front And that was probably
no easier to do in those early post-
World WarII daysthen it istoday.
Most equipment firms now have
their own financing plans for that
reason.

Every year, we plan to attend
the Stcam-O-Rama-and every
year, something seems to come up
to prevent that. Maybe this will be
the one.

We can check if the tractors
we’re currently using around the
farm have become official “class-
ics” yet
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FISHER’S FURNITURE, INC.
NEW AND USED FURNITURE

USED COAL & WOOD HEATERS
COUNTRY FURNITURE & ANTIQUES

BUS. HRS. BOX 57
MON.-THURS. 8-5 1129 GEORGETOWN RD.
FRI, 8-8, SAT. 8-12 BART, PA 17503

Glenwocd Furnaces
& Boilers

Penn Mffg. Co. f

393 W. Lexington Rd., Lititz, PA 17543
Call (717)626-1397 or 627-2303
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SET OF 6 SOUP MUGS
I u| . V 31 31 $5O Retail Value

With Battel oi Serta bedding purchase onl\ We
Absolutely Hate the Best Prices on Bedding

TWIN/DOUBLE I
FUTON BUNK BED i
Trailer Load • Dealer Refusal with 8’ i

SERTA MATTRESS & BOX SPRUNG
, '-ir ■' ,i I “ ;R. - . OUR CASH PRICE 5149.95
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i Pine Finish and CATNAPPER
Lounger
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flrlfekDealer Refusal

you fay

$249.04
Under Wholesale

Can’t Beat' 200 to Sell
Won’t Lastl

i Brass Hardware
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I CASH^ICE
1 WITH COUPON ||||j|B
I $39.04 saai

l Sectional Closeout
I Reg Ret $1689 95

I CASH PRICE $599.95
Take an additional $5O 00 Off With

Coupon

I
BIG SELECTION OF

WOOD ft METAL BUNK BEDS
HUNDREDS OF OTHER ITEMS!• RECLINER

3019 HemplandRoad, Lancaster 397-6241
Reg. Ret. 1
$389.95 I

our cash i
price -

I —||| $129.95
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are a five store chain not affiliated with any other stores.'N.
f Stores in: LANCASTER • YORK • CARLISLE, PA >

LANCASTER STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-9 • Sat. 9-6 • Sun. Noon-5
• NoRefunds
•NoExchanges For purchases with a check, bring FINANCING

913 E *No Exchanges drivers license and phone numbers AVAILABLE
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Processors Of Syrups, Molasses,
Cooking Oils, Funnel Cake Mix,

Pancake & Waffle Mix &

GOOD FOOD INC.
W. Main St. Box 160

Honey Brook, PA 19344
610-273-3776

1-800-327-4406

GOOD FOOD 1
OUTLET
3614 Old

Philadelphia Pike
Intercourse, PA 17534

(Justeast of Kitchen Kettle Village)

' ..fvs.

See Our Original Line Of
Golden Barrel Product

Plus All Kinds Of Beans,
Candies, Dried Fruit,

Snack Mix, Etc.
At Reduced Prices

If your local store
does not have it...

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE

L&S SWEETENERS
388 E. Main St.
Leola Pa 17540
717-656-3486

1-800-633-2676

SVI4C Accepted • We* Ship UPS Daily


