
Editor’s note: A number ofdairy industry leaders have express-
ed their thoughts; aboutthe future ofthe dairy industry in the years
ahead. These responses were brought together through the Dairy
Council, Inc., Southampton. The question each official answered
was as follows:
“From your perspective, what
challenges do you see within the
dairy industry as it moves into the
new millennium? Robert M.
Dever.

ROBERT M. DEVER
Vice President

Eastern Business Operations
Land O’Lakes, Inc.

As we approach the year 2000,
three key factors will propel the
dairy industry intoand through the
21st century. These are a market-
driven economy, a growing inter-
national marketplace and the need
for a direct link to the consumer
dollar.

The recognition of these factors
is what drove the Atlantic Dairy
Cooperative and Land O’Lakes
merger. To be competitive in the
dairy industry of the future,
farmer-owned cooperatives must
work within theseparameters. The
new Land O’Lakes, with a strong
presence here in the Middle Atlan-
tic region, is poised to do justthat

With less government support
of the dairy industry, cooperatives
will dependlargely on their ability
to marketproducts directly tocon-

sumers, both here and abroad.
Dollars will be generatedfrom the
marketplace, and value-added
products will be a major source of
returns to dairy cooperative mem-
bers.

Dairy cooperatives ofthe future
will be fully integrated organiza-
tions, from milk procurement and
processing to the marketing of
brand name products. Research
and development will continue to
be key as we meet consumer
demands for products and ser-
vices. Emphasis also will be
placed on establishing overseas
markets and/or alliances to broad-
en the sales base for U.S.-pro-
duced dairy products.

Through all of these marketing
challenges, dairy cooperatives
must remain accountable to their
members. We are who we are be-
cause of the dairy farmers who
entrust us to market their milk, sell
their products and provide a finan-
cial return. By working together,
dairy farmers and their coopera-
tives can meet the challenges of
the new millennium.
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TOM GALLAGHER
Chief Executive Officer
Dairy Management, Inc.

As we move into the next cen-
tury, a big challenge for the
industry will be how to keep
demand for dairy products strong
and growing.

This means that dairy market-
ing efforts will become increas-
ingly important on both a national
and international level. Dairy far-
mers already are feeling the ef-
fects of a global economy, and
they will feel it even more in com-
ing years.

Successful marketing will
require unified efforts on the part
of the entire dairy industry. I see
this increased unity coming as a
result of integrated marketing ef-
forts. The formation of an
industry-wide business plan for
domestic and international mar-
keting will create a roadmap to
maximize dairy marketing efforts
at home and abroad. This will help
dairy farmers tremendously.

One of the foundations of this
business plan is establishing a
common set of market research
data for all dairy marketing
organizations to use. We need to
know more about the consumers
who buy dairy products and what
we need to do to get them to buy
more. And we are learning more

Del-Val Scholarships Awarded

DOYLESTOWN (Bucks Co.)
Richard Adamo ofLcvittown,

and Holly Hofer of Glassboro,
NJ., arc the first recipients of the
Maureen H. Bocchicri Memorial
Scholarship Awards at Delaware
Valley College, according to Dr,

Gary Brubaker, director of the
umall animal science program and
head of the selection committee.

Adamo, a senior, is studying
mammalian genetics and hopes to

focus on cancer research at the
graduate level. Hofer, a junior,
possesses an interest in animal
behavior and plans someday to
attend graduate school to pursue a
psychology degree.

The Maureen H. Bocchieri

(Turn to Page E 22)

Petersheim’s Cow Mattresses
Rubber Filled Cow Mattresses
117 Christiana Pike (Route 372)

Christiana, PA 1^509
The Golden Standard

In Cow Comfort
PastureMat

• Sewn Every 4” To Prevent Shifting
• Easier For Cows To Get Up And Down
•NEW! Non-woVensooz.

TopCover - Less Abrasive

Memorial Scholarship, a cash
award, was established by her
family in memory of Dr, Boc-
chieri’s contributions to science

and her commitment to students at
DelVal. The scholarships are
offered annually to two small ani-
mal science majors who possess a
grade point average of3.5 or high-
er and demonstrate a strong inter-
est in attending professional or
graduate school.

Located in Doylestown, in the
heart of Bucks County, Delaware
Valley College is celebrating the
100th anniversary of its founding
in 1896.

For more information, call
Robert Nichols at (215)489-2450.
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