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IN-HOUSE COMPOSTING
IN HIGH-RISE
LAYER HOUSES

C. W. Pitts
Professor Of

posting using a turner attached to
the front of a skid loader. The tur-
ner consists of a rotating drum with
teeth on it that spins and throws the
manure to one side. This process
acrates the stacks of manure to
ensure proper composting.

This procedure works in several
ways to be attractive to poultry
producers. The process helps dry
the manure, it mechanically kills
fly maggots as it spins and throws
the manure, the composting pro-
cess clevates the temperature and
kills maggots, and the high levels
of ammonia also helps kill
maggots.

Leamning how to operate this
piece of equipment is still being
studied. Questions that need to be
answered are:

* How often do we need to run
the compost mixer?

* What configuration works
best for the windrows of manure?

+ How do we minimize ammo-
nia production and release?

« How much wear and tear does
the compost mixer place on the
skid loader?

* How often does the com-
posted manure have to be removed
from the poultry house?

The procedure we are using is to
run the composter twice a week.
This schedule appears to be effec-
tive in killing maggots. Our carly
results show that the composter
definitely reduces the number of
maggots in the composted as com-
pared to the uncomposted manure.
Additionally, the temperature in
the composting manure stacks

rises to above 140 degrees Fahren-
heit, which is high enough to kill
maggots.

Also, ammonia levels are being
measured in the composted area
and are being compared to non-
composted areas. The resul m
these measurements sho at
ammonia levels are higher in com-
posted areas when compared to the
noncomposted manure, It indi-
cates that caution must be taken
when working in the composting
area as the ammonia levels are too
high for workers without approved
respirators. Further, these levels
may also be detrimental to the
birds in the cages above.

Entomology

Fly control in high-rise houses
continues to be a problem for pro-
ducers. New techniques continue
to be evaluated that we hope will
give producers the highest level of
fly control.

The latest tool to be evaluated
for fly control is in-house com-

Alr Quaiity Seminar
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7:00 p.m.

Learn how air quality can prevent disease in
livestock - including some poultry diseases.

William Converse - Founder & President of
Alpine Industries Featured Speaker
Holiday Inn Lancaster Host Hotel &

Conference Center
2300 Lincoln Hwy East (Rt. 30 E)
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| TRACTOR PULL |

HAY, STRAW,

PEANUT HULLS
At farm or delivered in any
quantity as you require.

Esbenshade
Turkey Farm

(America’s oldest Since 1858)
Paradise, Pa.
(717) 687-7631

@ / VIARTIN
ACHINERY

GENERATORS
Sales * Service * Rentals
* Complete Generator Systems
* PTO * Portables * 2-1600 KW
“We Service It If You Have It
And Sell It If You Need It”’

34 W. Mohler Church Rd.
Ephrata, PA 17522
Tel: 717-738-0300
Fax: 717-738-4329

i The Nisbet Volunteer Fire Company |!

FORAGE BOXES

) MEYER

3500 - 4500 - 4600 Series

» Meyers Forage Boxes and Rear Unloading Boxes
» Steel Bunk Feeders ¢ Steel Bale Racks

WE

AG COM
1585 Granite Station

Gettysburg, PA

BINKLEY & HURST
BROS., INC
133 Rothsville Station Rd.
Lititz, PA
DUNKLE & GREIB,

Mill Hall, PA

ERB & HENRY

EQUIP. INC.
22-26 Henry Ave.
New Berlinville, PA

HISTAND’'S FARM
& HOME
RD 1, Box 231
Rome, PA

ICKES FARM

SUPPLY
Route 869 West

Osterburg, PA
LINCOLN SUPPLY

& EQUIPMENT CO.

RR21, Box 217A,
Somerset, PA
Rt. 135, McCoole, MD

ir New Steel Frame Design
> New Stronger Variable Speed Cluich [ i g oy A P Bl |
*r New Extended Warranty

AVAILABLE NOW:

Brand New Meyers -

Forage Boxes

HAVE THE COMPETITION BEAT!!!

NORMAN D. CLARK

& SONS, INC.
Box 27, Main St.
Honey Grove, Pa

MESSICK FARM

EQUIPMENT
Rt. 283, Rheems Exit
Elizabethtown, PA

MEYER’S

IMPLEMENTS, INC.
400 N. Antrim Way
Greencastle, PA

MIFFLINBURG

FARM SUPPLY
Route 45 East
Mifflinburg, PA

ENFIELD

EQUIPMENT
6600 Limestone Rd.
Oxford, PA
720 Wheeler School Rd.
Whiteford, MD

GEORGE V. SEIPEL

& SON
1521 Van Buren Road
Easton, PA

BEN VAN DUSEN

MACHINERY
RD #2, Box 400

Sayre, PA

WALTEMYER'’S SALES
& SERVICE, INC.
RD #3, Box 43-B
Red Lion, PA

LONE MAPLE

SALES & SERVICE
RD2

New Alexandria, PA

SANDY LAKE
IMPLEMENT CO.,
INC.

RD 3, Sandy Lake, PA
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