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Between The Rows

(Continued from Page 1)

Whether the discounts in the
marketplace are fair is the sub-
ject of an ongomg controversy
between grain buyers and
sellers.

Several studies have shown
that low test weight com (under
50 pounds/bushel) will produce
similar gains in beef feedlots or
for fattening lambs compared
to higher test weight com if fed
on a weight basis. There
appears to be a growing con-
cem in the dairy industry, how-
ever, that low test weight com
may not work as well in dairy
cow rations as it does in the
feedlot.

I am not aware of any con-
trolled studies, however, on this
topic. Low test weight com is
sometimes associated with
mold problems so this makes
grain buyers wary. Low test
weight com can also influence
transportation costs. A truck

that cause premature death.

Hybrids also vary in their
inherent test weight because of
the differences in the density of
the grain. In a strip test we con-
ducted in northern Pennsylva-
nia this year, hybrids of the
same maturity ranged for 48 to
53 pounds per bushel in the
same field. Hybrids can also
influence test weight by being
too late for the area where they
are planted.

In one of my tests at Rock
Springs in 1992, for example, a
well-adapted 103-day hybrid
had test weight of 55 pounds/
bushel, but when we changed to
a full season 111-day hybrid
our test weight fell to 52 pounds
per bushel.

Test weight can also be
influenced by other manage-
ment practices, such as grain
drying, but these effects are
usually small.

Some basic strategies are

slow and have low test weight.
Try to limit yourself to 20 per-
cent of your crop in this full sea-
son category. Test weights real-
ly get low when these full sea-
son varieties are planted late.
When we delayed planting
our full season corn in 1992
until May 20, the test weight
dropped to 48 pounds. Granted,
1992 was a cool year, but it
illustrates what can happen.
Switching to earlier hybrids
from these full season hybrids
is critical when planting is
delayed. Also, do what you can

to avoid planting late.
Another strategy is to screen
your adapted hybrids carefully
for test weight. I know several
comn producers who sacrifice a
little yield potential to select
hybrids with exceptional test
weight. They believe it is
important to develop a reputa-
tion as a quality grain supplier
and this reputation offsets any

lost production.
If all else fails, and
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Hybrids that are too late will often get killed by frost
before they mature, resuiting in low test weight corn.
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PIONEER 3153 202 3 261 $564 $176 79 6 " Te’
CIBA MAX454 1780 220 $510
PIONEER 3217 192 4 237 $546 $17512 7
CIBA MAX454 1719 221 $492 Grinds Finer
PIONEER 3260 184 8 219 $530 $101 30 8 Featutr'::n Roller Mills.
CIBA MAX454 1720 204  $499 « Low Initial cast
¢
- * Low maintenance
PIONEER 3335 176 4 22 1 $504 $116 92 5 * Low operating cost
CIBA MAX88 160 7 194 $469 » Easy serviceability
+ 360° screen }
PIONEER 3335 1935 223 $554  $17564 18 . Reversible hammers & screens 1
CIBA MAX454 1749 224  $500 - Hompduty plote magnet !
¢ Dust tight enclos
PIONEER 3346 1803 259 $504 $32 62 6 . nemo\lrgable wear :::te
CIBA MAX454 1765 256 $494 « Self locking door latches
PIONEER 3394 177 8 217 $511 $95 53 20 .
cieh MAX4Se 1609 237 8482 Fs automatic farm systems
CP:IHCS);JEER ;?);/454 zgg g 3(23 g gjgg $87 87 7 . 608 E. Evergreen Road, Lebanon, PA 17042
Phone: 717-274-5333
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