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ANDY ANDREWS
Lancaster Farming Staff
LANDISVILLE (Lancaster Co) —
Burcucumber —— also known as “wild
pickic ' —has been “exploding”” tn many
Pennsylvania com fields, sad a Penn
State weed speaiahist
According to Dr Bill Curran Penn
Statc associate professor of weed science,
{he cumbersome weed can cause heavy
damage n com and soybean ficlds with
potcnual sigmificant loss of yields
To make matters worse, the weed 15
cxtremely difficult and can be expensive
1o control However, the alternauves of
using no control or not changing control
Jtrategies could prove catastrophic for
(oM LIOWErS
Curran said the vine-type weed, which
looks just hke a cucumber plant with
broad. five-sided ieaves, can branch out
through fields of com and soybcans for
great distances The plants can choke off
com stalks and envelope soybean stands
quickly 1f left untreated
Worse, the plant produces clusters of
«ced with 16-20 seeds per cluster “There

Burcucumber Busts

overwinter In addiuion, the clusters can
attach themselves readily to clothing or
fur cover and can be spread casily by
rodents or man
“Ttus 1s a bottom-ground, wct and
heavy soil type of vine weed,” said Cur-
ran But in a growing scason that was as
continuously wet as this past one, any
type of ficld could fall vicum Growers
realized, according to the weed specialist,
that “noherbicides provided residual con-
trol good enough to contro! the weed all
season long”

The problem 1s madc worse by the fact
{hat the vines and sceds pose real hazards
at harvest

“Burcucumber clogs up combines,
wraps up in the recls, and clogs up silage
choppers,” samd Curran

The seed, when 1t germnates, 1§ very
compeutive, can reduce yield on crops
sigmficanily, and spreads quickly

Some fields can geiso infested wath the
weed that they simply cannot be chopped
for silage of combincd

For com ficlds that arc past treatment
and to be used for silage, there 18 hope:
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