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OPINION
People Must Decide
If Milk Is Essential

The minimum on-farm, wholesale andretail pricesset bythe Pen-
nsylvania Milk Marketing Board (PMMB) shouldbe seen for what
they are duespaid by all consumers of drinkingmilk to ensure a
continued, inexpensive, wholesome supply of drinking milk from
nearby processors and nearby farms.

If the dues are removed, and the milksupplyisleft unprotected, it
will begin to dry up in unprofitableand marginallyprofitable areas.

Why? Because under a totally free market environment, there is
no value to anything unless it is in short supply.

Pure, free-market enterprise is goodfor the things not needed for
survival. It will never provide everything needed to everybody,
because there is no incentive to do so.

The only reason to have a government, a society or any other
structure of people working together is for a common good.

And if the resulting good isn’t common, then everybody
shouldn’t have to help make it possible.

The reason the PMMB was giventhe authorityto set those mini-
mum prices was because of the common good ensuring the
availability of a nearly perfect food.

And of all the current political issues promoted underthe banner
of helping children, and all the cause groups claimingto speak on
behalf of children, the PMMB structure shouldn’t have to explain
itself.

But it does, because of a growing,but not well considered, politi-
cal rhetoric that says that free market forces are all-beneficial.

But, if that’s so, why have a government at all?
The goal ofthe PMMB’s authorityto set minimum milk prices is

to make sure of milk’s availability to all.
The goal of free market entrepreneurs is to make money. The

easier it is to make money, the better. One of the rules to making
money is that those who can’t afford to buy it don’t get it.

The other rule is, don’t spend anything on the business that
doesn’t pay for itself in providing a profitable return.

The goal of government is to provideall governed with essential
services (such as defense, justiceand protection from crime), and
adequate supplies of essential resources (such as potable water, and
nontoxic air) that the governed cannot provide for themselves,
individually.

To Anally end the ongoing debate about whether the PMMB
should continueto have its minimum price-setting authority, a deci-
sion must be made.

Do we want a nearly perfect food to be available to all at an
affordable price, or just to those who can afford to pay whatever
price can be charged?

The decision should not be about, or influencedby, certain busi-
ness entities positioning to control a market. It also should not be
about some businesses yelling, “Unfair!” whenthey can’t otherwise
force smaller competitors out of business.

It’s about people getting milk.
The battle over the authority of the PMMB to set minimum

wholesale andretail prices is never goingto stop unlessthe majority
ofthe peopledecideonce andfor all that milk is essential in a health-
y diet, and that it should be available to all.

ship for the Future Agribusi-
ness System, Paul Zimmerman
farm near Strausstown and
Shartlesville, 10:30 a.m.

Centre County FArm-City Dinner,
Penns Valley Area High

North American Agricultural
Equipment Conference, Atlan-
ta, Georgia, Atlanta Marriott,
through Nov. 3.

Country Music Show, Talbot
County Auditorium, Easton,
MD, 7 p.m.

Emu farmers Seminar, Pa. Farm
Show Building.

Pa. Equine Council EXPO and
annual meeting, Wilson Col-
lege, Chambersburg.

CrawfordCounty Holstein Annual
Meeting, Atlantic Community

| Wednesday. No\it mlu‘r (>

Dairy Practices Council Annual
Conference, Syracuse, NY.

Dairy Feed Industry Seminar,
Lighthouse Restaurant,

Covington, NY, 7:30 p.m.
Reserving Land in Your Town- Dairy Feet} Industry Seminar,

To Remember
Flowing Grain

Acts Like Quicksand
One measure ofa farmer’s suc-

cess is the amount of grain that
flows in and outof the wagons and
bins each year.

Yet each year flowing grain
claims the lives of farmers and
family members, reports Robert
Anderson, extension agronomy
agent

Unfortunately, victims of this
type of accidentare usually child-
ren 16 years of age or younger.

Last yearLancaster County lost
a young girl in a flowing grain
accident. Children are excited
about harvest, attracted by the
activity, and intrigued by the
thoughtofplaying in amountainof
grain.

Farmers are justas susceptible.
They are busy and sometimes
become careless, take a shortcut,
or simply slip.

Regardless of the contributing
factor, flowing graincan grabyou
and pull you under in 10 seconds.
Moreover, it only takes two to
three seconds to become trapped
and unable to escape.

Remember, a stationary pile of
grain may become flowing grain
by walking or playing on it So,
respect a pile of grain or moving
grain and avoid becoming a
victim.

To Look At
Feed Supplies

Will you run out of feed before
nextyear’s harvest season?Do you
have enough feeds of the right
quality?Will you needto purchase
some additional forage or grain?
What prices will you have to pay
for the quality of feed you will
need?

Theseare importantquestionsto

Harvest Drive Restaurant,
Intercourse, 7 a.m.-Noon.

Erie County Cooperative Exten-
sion Annual Meeting and Ban-
quet. Waterfall Restaurant
Erie, 7 p.m.

South East Grape Assn. Intensive
Viticulture, 9 a.m.

Lehigh County Cooperative
Extension 81stannual meeting,
Lehigh County Area Vo-Tech
School, Schnecksville, 7:30
p.m.

13th Annual Farm-City Banquet,
Riveredge Restaurant, Green-
fields, 6 p.m.

Parenting the School Age Child,
Behavioral Science Center,
Robert Packer Hospital, Sayre,
6:30 p.m.

Parenting the Teenager, Behavor-
ial Science Center, Robert
Packer Hospital. Sayre, 8:05
p.m.

Chester County Annual Meeting,
East Brandwine Fire Hall, 6:30
D.m.

(turn to Pag* A2S)

consider as you embark on your
winterfeeding program, according
to Glenn Shirk, extension dairy
agent

Taketime nowto calculateyour
herd’s feed needs and compare
them to your feed inventories.
Even with the good grain crop we
had this year, we are expecting
tight grain supplies again next
summer.

Thus, prices could increase
before next year’s harvest season
and be similar to this year’s grain
prices.

Grain and hay prices may not
drop much lower than current
prices. If this is the case, it might
make goodbusiness sense to take
action in the weeksahead to lockin
your feed supplies, prices, and
quality. That way you know what
you will be working with in the
months ahead.

Options include contract for
future deliveries, secure a line of
credit, or borrow money to purch-
ase feed for immediate delivery
and storage or look at alternative
feed sources.

NO MATTER THECOST
Novembers, 1996

NO MATTER THE COST
November 3, 1996

Background Scripture:
Ezekial 3:22 through S:l7
Devotional Reading:
Acts 10:9-16

Normally, I can write three or
four columns of “The Bible
Speaks” in the time this one has
taken. Will Rogers used to say that
he never meta man he didn’t like.
And I used to say I had never met
a Bible text from which something
couldn’t be gleaned. But for the
better part of this day I was con-
fronted with a text that didn't
speak to me at all.

However, during my fifth or
sixth reading of this long passage,
Ezekiel 3:22 through 5:17,1 jolted
down some probing thoughts that
came to me and I share these with
you for whatever enlightenment
God can shine through this “glass
darkly.”

The first thing that occurred to
me was that nothing in my life
despite what I had considered to
be a fair number of crises and
defeates can compare with
what it cost Ezekiel to be God's
prophet There have been times
when I thought it cost me a lot to
be a preacher and pastor, but the
price I paid was a paltry sum com-
pared to what Ezekiel had to pay.

PAYING THE PRICE
Well, no, it wasn’t that he “had

to pay” this price, but that he did
choose to pay it rather than turn
aside from God’s call. Presumably
he could have run away, had a
nervous breakdown, or checked
into a hospital. But Ezekiel,
although he couldn’thave enjoyed
this experience, never even
seemed to consider failing to ful-
fill God’s purpose.

So, when I look at Ezekiel. I
feel both inspired and chastened
by his example. I should never
again complain of the cost of
Christian witness but I probab-
ly will. And what about you?

Secondly, I was struck by the
fact that the one man who truly
understoon God’s message of
warning and repentance was the
very man who suffered its conse-

To Know
Your Feeds

Feed quality varies considerably
from year to year. To fine-tune
your feeding program and enhance
performance and profitability of
your herd, feeds should be tested
periodically, according to Glenn
Shirk, extension dairy agent

Forage tests may not be com-
pletely accurate, but they are one
of the best guides we have for
balancing rations properly.

Once you start feeding your
newly balance ration, observe the
herd’s eating habits, feed intake,
milk production, metabolic prob-
lems (ketosis, DA’s, etc.), changes
in body condition and nature of
manure.

Discuss your observations with
your nutritionistand veterinarian.
Make necessary changes in the
ration and continue to observe the
herdclosely. This is the artof feed-
ing and the mark of a good herd
manager.

Feather Prcf.'s Footnote: "The
sky is the limit whenyour heart is
in it."

quences before thosewhose obsti-
nance brought ruin upon the
nation. He heeded God’s message
and they rejected it They should
havepaid the price first, but hedid
it in a set of symoblic acts that are
hard for us to comprehend God
called him to act out the calamity
that was to fall upon the people
and inflict torture upon himself,
first for the period ofIsrael’s pun-
ishment 390 days, one for each
year and secondly for the per-
iod of Judah’s exile 40 days
representing 40 years.

NOT FAIR!
It hardly seems fair orreason-

able that this obedient prophet
should be calledto suffer so much
foran unresponsive andrebellious
people. But that is the heart ofthe
Good News of Jesus Christ, isn’t
it? One man suffered and diedon a
cross for all humankind forever. It
wasn’t fair. And life is notfair, but
it can be redemptive. In every age
there are few here and there who
take upon themselves suffering
and hardship far beyond their
share, who anticipate in their own
persons the impending fate that is
brought on by others. Do you
know anyone like that?

Finally and most ofall, this pas-
sage says to me that, no matter
how unhearing and rebellious we
may be, God never stops sending
us the message. He sent Ezekeiel
to the people of Jerusalem no
response. Then to the exiles in
Babylon no response. And
then, the voice ofprophecy was to
be stilled, he sent Ezekiel to" live
out in dramatic symbolismthe fate
that his people refused to
acknowledge.

They may not look or talk like
Ezekiel and the prophets of old,
but I believe that God still sends
us people through whom he sends
the message, whether or not we
hear or see it. Somewhere in this
world Gbd is speaking to us
through people like Ezekiel who
cannot resist God’s command to
be his prophets no matter what
it may cost
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